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Three
Women

Ruth Chapter 1
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path, for she says, "Whither thou goest, I will go." She takes the
place of a stranger with no certain home, for she says, "Where
thou lodgest I will lodge." She identifies herself with the people of
God as she says, "Thy people shall be my people," and expresses
her confidence in God, as she adds, "Thy God" shall be "My
God." Moreover she is marked by devoted /Jove. Orpah may indeed
kiss Naomi, but of Ruth we tead, she "clave unto her." Further,
she says, "Where thou diest I will die, and there will T be buried."
Lastly, she was matked by "hope,” for we read, "She was stedfastly
minded to go." As it were, in the light of another world, she gave
up the present world.

To nature it might appear that Ruth was acting with the
utmost folly. She gives up her home, her kindred, and her country;
and identifies herself with a broken-down old woman, to go to a
Land she has never seen and a people of whom she has no
personal knowledge. To reason and sight this seems madness,
even as to-day it may appear great folly to identify oneself with the
poort, and foolish, and weak things of this wotld, and to leave the
great religious world, to share the reproach of Christ outside the
camp. But "it doth not yet appear what we shall be." Only faith
that looks on to the glorious end can take such a path. The start
that Ruth made in company with an aged. lonely, and desolate
woman was only the beginning of the story: in the end she will
appear as the Bride of the mighty Boaz: and yet more wonderful
her name shall be for ever enshrined in the genealogy of our Lord.
In the light of her after history, who will say that she made a
mistake when she threw in her lot with the aged Naomi? Orpabh,
who chose the wotld and its ease, passes into oblivion; Ruth who

turned her back on the world passes on to honour and glory.

In our day let us remember that the path of suffering,
reproach and shame that, in different measures, will be the lot of
those who follow a rejected Christ may look very foolish in the
eyes of the world; but faith knows that it will end in the great day
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casting off of Divine anthority, on the one hand, and the assertion of

human independence, on the other.

It is very obvious that all the misery and confusion in the
world to-day spring from the same causes. The throwing off of
Divine authority, and the assertion of self-will, are working havoc
in the political world, the social circle, and the family life. Rulers,
masters, and parents, give up the fear of God; subjects, servants

and children increasingly act in self-willed independency.

The wotld, however, is not our direct concern. That which
should give us the deepest exercise is the solemn fact that the
same principles which are bringing the world to ruin, have already
brought about the ruin of the Church in responsibility. Moreover,
to come closer home, even amongst those who have sought to
walk in separation from the corruptions of Christendom, how
often the same evils have led to scattering and division. We have
not been true to Christ as the Head of His body — we have failed
in holding the Head — with the result we have done that which is

right in our own eyes.

The instant we cease to hold the Head — to draw all our
needed supply of grace, wisdom, and power, from Christ the
ascended Head of the body, the Church — it can be said of us, in
the language of the times of the Judges, we have "no King." The
inevitable result follows, that we fall back on our own resources
and do that which we judge to be right in our own eyes. We may
be very sincere, very religious, and very active in good works, but,
if we are doing what we judge to be right in our own eyes, we are

acting in independency of our Risen Head.

The first result of giving up the direct authority of the Lotd,
and acting in independency, is to bring about a famine amongst
the people of God. Se we read, "there was a famine in the land." The
very land that should have been, according to God's promise, a
land of plenty, flowing with milk and honey, had become a land of
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Sixthly, nevertheless there is a solemn confession that
Naomi has to make. If the Lord brought her home, she has to
own that "the Lord hath brought me home again emp#.” "I went
out full" she says, and the Lord brought me back, but He brought
me back empty. All the days of our wanderings are days in which
we make no spiritual growth, though they may, indeed, be days

when we are stripped of everything that hinders spiritual progress.

Seventhly, there is one other exceedingly comforting truth,
for every restored soul, that shines out in Naomi's history. We
read that the time of her return was "in the beginning of barley harvest."
If the Lord brings us back empty, He takes care to bring us back

to plenty.

Thus, in the story of Naomi there passes before us the
sorrows of a backsliding saint; the gracious dealings of the Lord in
restoration, and the reception of the restored saint amongst the

Lotd's people.

2.— ORPAH

In the brief allusion to Orpah we see the sorrowful case of
one who makes a fair profession and yet lacks every vital link with
God and His people. It is solemn to see how far nature can go in
making a fair profession, even as the Apostle Paul warned us that
in these last days there will be many who have "the form of

godliness, but deny the power thereof."

We see the form of godliness strikingly set forth in Orpah.
First, she identified herself with Naomi, a true believer. We read
both of Ruth and Orpah that they went "with her," and again,
"they went on the way" (v. 7). It looked as if Orpah had made a
clean cut with her old life, and had started for Immanuel's Land.

Then the test comes: Orpah has opportunity to return.

Naomi says, "Go, return each to her mother's house." This calls

8

To-day, when those who have escaped the gross world of
Egypt, and the corrupt religious world of Babylon, are faced with
famine and conflict amongst the people of God, the world in the
form typified by Moab becomes a sore temptation. Many a saint,
since the days of Elimelech, harassed and wearied with strife and
conflict, has given up God's ground for His people to seek a life
of ease in some quiet circle which tries nobody's conscience and

allows of everybody's will.

Thus we read of Elimelech, his wife, Naomi and their two
sons, that "they came into the country of Moab," and, what is yet
mote solemn, we read, they "Continued there." In spite, however,
of its promise of ease and quiet and rest, it proved but a place of
sorrow and loss for the children of God. Moab, with its green hills
and dales, looked very attractive, but Elimelech has to learn that "
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 16: 25). Thus it came to pass
that Elimelech, who sought to escape death by famine in the Land
of Jehovah, walks into the arms of death in the land of Moab. To
take a false step to avoid trouble will oftentimes lead into the very

trouble we seek to avoid.

Following upon the death of Elimelech, the two sons marry
strange wives of the land of Moab. Ten years pass away, and then
death lays its hand upon the two sons. Naomi, bereft of her
husband and sons, is left a lonely woman in a strange land.
Leaving the Land of God to escape the trials of a famine, she has

found in the land of Moab only bitterness and sorrow.

At this point in the story of Naomi we pass from the
solemn warnings as to the failure of a saint to the rich instruction
in the restoring grace of the Lord. Naomi had wandered from the
Land of Jehovah, and come under the chastening of the Lord. If,
however, the Lord chastens it is for our blessing, to bring us back

to Himself, and the circle of His own people, in His own land.
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