Thoughts ..
ROMANS 8

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus ... (nothing can) separate us from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Rom. 8:1, 39
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the kid, and the calf and the young lion and fatling together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox" (Isaiah 11:6-9). It is the glorious vision of the coming age,
the dispensation of the fulness of times, when all things will be gathered
together in Christ. The Prophets and the Psalms tell out more fully the story of
a restored creation, through Him who paid for it with His own precious blood.
And we, who have the first fruits of the Spirit also groan within ourselves,
awaiting that blessed consummation, when we shall come into our full
inheritance, the redemption of our body. Our salvation is in hope of this future
redemption and glorification. We wait patiently for it beloved.

THE INTERCESSION OF THE SPIRIT (Vss. 26-27)

Prayer is now mentioned for we need it in the midst of the groans, the sorrows
and sufferings with which we are surrounded and which is our lot as long as we
are in this mortal body. And prayer is our refuge, the expression of our
dependence upon God and our utmost confidence in Him. But while we know
how to pray, we often do not know "what we should pray for as we ought."

Then the Spirit Himself maketh intercession with groanings that cannot be
uttered. "Prayer is most commonly the witness of our infirmities. The burdened
heart may find itself too full for speech, too much perplexed, for the ordering
of its thoughts. But there is an utterance of supplication that makes no sound.
It is the Spirit, as the helper of our infirmities, who makes these desires known
to the God. Groaning in sympathy with the tried and longing heart, He makes
His intercession for the Saints according to the will of God."

Thus the mind of the Spirit in us is known of God-- and heard by Him. And then
besides this intercession of the Spirit there is the intercession of Christ at the
right hand of God (Verse 34). The believer is therefore hedged about and made
secure and if he walks in the Spirit, constant peace and joy will be His daily
portion.

THE SAINTS CALLING: THE CHALLENGE AND THE ASSURANCE
(Vss. 28-39)

Therefore “we know that all things work together for good, to them that love
God who are the called according to his purpose.” We can rest in God and
commit all to Him. The purpose of God for His own, from eternity to eternity is

blessedly revealed. From God's foreknowledge of us in the past eternity to the
6

which was good; but the believer now by the Spirit, is in conscious relationship
with his Deliverer, being married to Him who is raised from the dead.

This is no mere position or standing, but a link of life by the Spirit, and hence a

link of love.

The life is in Christ Jesus. He lives to God as alive from the dead, in perfect love.
He has taken this place for us through death, and all this is the proof of love.

The blessed and important point for us is that we have the Spirit as the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus. Christ is alive out of the whole circumstances and scene
where sin and death are; we are not actually out of them, but the Spirit is the
link of life with Him who is out of them. This is important for us, because where
there were passions of sins by the law, now by the Spirit there are motions of
life, and no longer obligatory compulsion, but rather living obedience.

A further point connected with the Spirit is that it is God's Spirit. It is not merely
a question of a renewed spirit in us; but the apostle says, "Ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that God's Spirit dwell in you."

Here we see that the believer has that which no angel possesses - God's Spirit.
They are holy, unfallen beings and we are fallen creatures; and yet, we who are
separated from the life of flesh by the death and resurrection of Christ, receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit, so that the character of God as revealed in Christ,
might be formed and manifested in us. No angel enjoys this privilege although
they desire to look into these things. They are found after their own order in
the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb. 12), but they are not the city, nor is the character
of the city that is of Christ, seen in them. Now here we are in a scene of

contrariety, once fallen creatures, but redeemed, and God's Spirit dwelling in
us who believe in Christ.

This chapter does not carry us into the full blessings connected with the Spirit,
but shows us the leading elements connected with the Spirit of God dwelling in
the Christian. We see the immense privilege of God's Spirit being given, not to
renovate in any way what is of man, but to bring in what is of God, that God's
character in all its moral elements, as seen in Christ, might come out in us;
hence we have the Spirit spoken of as the Spirit of Christ.
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