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The thing would take place, but not with man's strength; it would be realized in the
weakness of old age. "This spake He, signifying by what death he should glorify God."
God would be glorified in this complete breaking down of man, when, old, weak, and led
by others against his wishes, he might seem to have become a useless vessel. How
habitually our judgment is wrong as to what suits and honours God. When, smitten in
our bodies, perhaps even in our intellect, we are set aside by men, when feeling our
uselessness, we might be tempted to say with the world, that we are no longer good for
anything but God declares that we are of use to Him. Up to this the disciple, with all his
energy, had often dishonoured instead of glorifying the Lord. Now he is about to grow
old and weak and to die, and in view of his death God says, "This is what glorifies me." In
order that this glory should be realized, there must be broken, dependent vessels which
have no strength but God's.

It is interesting to see in the Word that we are girded for the walk (Ex. 12: 11), for
service (Luke 12: 35), and for conflict. (Eph. 6: 14)

It was then that Jesus said, "Follow me." He replies to what Peter had said before, "Why
cannot | follow thee now?" (John 13: 37) Henceforth he would be able to follow Him.

"Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also
leaned on His breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?" (v. 20)

Three things here characterized the beloved disciple. He was the object of Christ's love,
and he knew it; he had confidence in Christ alone, and his attitude during supper
showed that he enjoyed an intimacy of communion with the Father which others did
not. There is no more simple motive for following Jesus than this, His love, which we
know attracts us after Him, wins our confidence naturally, and brings us into
communion with the Lord. Peter was now allowed to follow the Lord step by step unto
death. His experiences of self, previous to being restored (Luke 22: 32), were over; he
had lost confidence in self, gained confidence in Christ, and he entered now on the
blessed pathway, in which he was going to learn the realization of dependence unto
death. | say "was going to learn," for dependence is not learnt in a day, however deep
the work wrought in the soul may be. "When thou shalt be old," said the Lord. Peter had
to be tried even to death, and there, as with his Master, would be found the crowning of
a life called to glorify God. John had another mission; he was not called to follow the
path of Christ in a violent death, but to remain figuratively until the Lord come, present
during the decline and ruin of the Church, and with her at the coming in power of the
Lord, the picture of which the disciples had seen on the holy mount in connection with
the kingdom. But John also follows the Lord. He had not the same need, as Peter, of a
command or encouragement to follow Him; love attracted him.

In following the Lord, Peter did not need to be occupied with others. "What is that to
thee? Follow thou me."
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Simon Peter's history is deeply instructive, and portrays, in the main, that of every
Christian, from the first step in acquaintance with Christ to the state — alas so rarely
attained or maintained — in which the Holy Ghost can without hindrance show forth His
power. During this interval the full energy of grace is unfolded, bringing the soul into the
knowledge of Christ and of Christian privileges. We see also the breaking down of the
soul necessary to enable the believer, after having lost confidence in self, to realize his
privileges and follow the Lord in the path marked out by Him.

Peter's history in the word of God divides itself naturally into three parts, one of which
we find in the gospels, one in the Acts of the Apostles and lastly in his two epistles. The
first part corresponds with the truths mentioned above; the second is filled with the
activity of the Holy Ghost in the ministry of Peter, and with that divine power which
sustains him as a witness for Christ amidst obstacles and conflict and lastly as a warning
and instruction to his scattered brethren not to make the mistakes that he has made
understanding the government of God and then enter into the preciousness of Christ.

1. "I AM A SINFUL MAN"
Luke 5: 1-11

The way in which Peter comes in contact with the Lord in Luke's gospel is worthy of
note. Simon's wife's mother (Luke 4: 38, 39) was taken with a great fever which
rendered her helpless. Jesus heals her and fits her to serve Him. It is often thus that the
soul meets Christ for the first time. It comes in contact with Him by means of the
blessings bestowed by Him on others. When the moment comes for Him to reveal
Himself to our own hearts, we find that He is not altogether a stranger. The Lord uses
this preparatory knowledge to shorten the Spirit's work by which our consciences are
awakened to a sense of sin, and our hearts to a sense of grace. In Luke’s gospel Simon
Peter knew Jesus from having seen Him at work in his house.

The first interview with the Lord however is in John's gospel (John 1: 42, 43), where
Peter knows Him through the instrumentality of his brother Andrew, who had already
found in Him, the Christ.

The son of Jonas was a fisherman by trade; he possessed what was requisite for catching
fish — a boat and nets. He had used them to obtain what he wanted, and had worked
all night for this purpose, but without any result. Thus the natural man employs his
faculties, and the means placed at his disposal, to obtain something which will fill and
satisfy his heart; but it is in vain, the net remains empty. His labour yields nothing which
can answer to the deep need of his soul. The night passes, and the day is about to dawn
when even as a fisherman he will no longer be able to labour in pursuit of happiness.
Simon and his companions, having taken nothing, quit their boats and wash their nets.
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Let us return not only for others, but above all for ourselves, to the holy Word which
reveals Christ. Having eaten, Peter was led on a step farther in his service, and enabled
to feed the lambs and sheep of the Lord.

12. THE SOUL RESTORED
John 21: 15-19

Having fed and satisfied all His disciples, testifying thus to a love which made no
distinction between them, the Lord asked Peter, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me
more than these?" Peter loved the Lord. Now, there was a disciple who loved Him, | do
not say more, but better than Peter. Whilst the latter was occupied in His service, John
was occupied with the Lord. He never calls himself the disciple who loved Jesus, but the
disciple "whom Jesus loved." What seemed wonderful to him to record was that Jesus
should love such an one as he, and he does not weary of repeating it.

Jonathan loved David as his own soul, and yet did not sacrifice his position for him.
Abigail's love, which more resembled that of John, was but the sense of its being
possible for her to be loved by such a man, she who was but "a servant to wash the feet
of the servants of her lord."

John, like Mary Magdalene, was occupied with the person and the love of Christ;
therefore he was prompt in recognising Jesus, and did not, like Peter, need some one to
tell him, "It is the Lord." Peter, with all the impetuosity of his nature, cast himself into
the sea to get to Jesus and show his affection. John is satisfied to be the object of Jesus'
love.

"Lovest thou me more than these?" Peter had said that he loved Him more, and yet had
denied Him. The Lord takes him, so to speak, by the hand, and leads him back to the
spot whence his fall originated — confidence in his own strength and in his love for
Christ. Three times during the Saviour's last interviews with His disciples Peter clearly
manifests his state of soul. "Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will |
never be offended." (Matthew 26: 33) "Lord, | am ready to go with thee, both into
prison, and to death." (Luke 22: 33) And, "Lord, why cannot | follow thee now? | will lay
down my life for thy sake." (John 13: 37) The Lord takes up these three words, beginning
with the first: "Though all men shall be offended." "Lovest thou me more than these?"
All, alas! had forsaken Him, but Peter only had denied Him, and can therefore no longer
rely on his love compared to that of others. Thus humbled, he appeals, not to his
feelings, but to the Saviour's knowledge. He knew. "Yea, Lord; thou knowest that | am
attached to thee." He does not add, "More than these;" for he compares himself with
Christ, and in humility he esteems others better than himself.
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As yet he only knows half instinctively what grace is, and is ignorant how God can be just
in justifying him that believeth in Jesus; but he is at His feet and calls Him Lord and not
merely Master. He does not flee away, because if there is any hope it is there. As long as
he was occupied in washing his nets he knew neither God nor himself; but now he
knows both, and it is a remarkable thing that he does not judge what he has done, but
what he is. Many souls acknowledge that they have to repent of their guilty acts and
judge them, but they have not been brought to see the source of these acts.
Underneath the sins there is "a sinful man." The sense of God's presence opens our
eyes, shows us what we are, and makes us see that our only refuge is with the One who
could condemn us.

Fear had laid hold of Peter, but the Lord never allows fear to exist in His presence. He
speaks and banishes the fear, because He is the Lord of grace. He allows everything else
to remain — weakening in no wise the effects of the work in the soul — but He removes
the fear. "Depart from me." No, the Lord will never depart. He says, "Fear not; from
henceforth thou shalt catch men" — if | had not met thee to save thee | would not save
others by thy instrumentality. He does more than make Simon Peter happy; He bestows
a fresh blessing on him, promising him service; so that, instead of remaining a sinner,
Peter becomes a servant, able to leave all and follow Jesus.

2. PETER GOING TO JESUS ON THE WATER-THE DEEPENING OF FAITH
Matthew 14: 22-33

The Lord Jesus had just satisfied the poor in Israel with bread, according to the prophecy
in Psalm 132: 15, fulfilling His character of Messiah in the midst of a people who did not
receive Him. After having done them good, He had sent away the multitudes, separating
Himself in figure from Israel, whom He was about to abandon for a time. Evening being
come, the Lord had gone up alone into a mountain apart to pray. Then the night had
come for the twelve whom Jesus had constrained to get into a ship. His connection with
the people was over, but He had a remnant for Himself who were sailing to the other
shore. The disciples were sore troubled, alone during those hours of darkness on the
tempestuous sea, when in the fourth watch of the night, towards three o'clock in the
morning, the Lord set out to go to them. His coming was the signal for the renewal of
His relations with those whom He will again call His people-the future remnant. He
came to them on the angry sea amidst difficulties which were nothing to His blessed
feet, but which were their pathway for learning to know Him. It is thus that He will make
use of "Jacob's trouble." It is a touching scene, and one from which we Christians can
draw a moral lesson, though what concerns us more personally is the scene which takes
place between Jesus and Peter.
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She loved the Lord with an affection which sprang from the greatness of His love, and
which far exceeded her intelligence. Happy woman after all; for while the intelligence of
Peter and John could be engaged and satisfied with a work, Mary's affection could not
be; she needed more, she wanted the Person who was her object. Peter who had gone
into the sepulchre had seen only the linen clothes and the napkin; Mary seeking a
Person, as she wept stooped down into the sepulchre and saw the angels. The linen
clothes had sufficed for the disciples, but the angels were not enough for Mary. Even in
their presence, and without awaiting their answer, she turned back; for she wants her
Lord. At first her utter ignorance of the things that were to come to pass hindered her
from recognizing Him; but Jesus said to her, "Mary" — one single word, "Mary."

Was it surprising that there should be a link of affection from Mary to Jesus, that the
Saviour in the perfection of His person should win all the thoughts and love of a failing,
ignorant creature, and above all when she had been the object of such goodness and
such a deliverance? But that there should be a link of affection from Jesus to Mary —
that was the wonderful thing. Amongst thousands of thousands He knew her by name
as His sheep. He remembered the most wretched. She said unto Him, "Master.” He
replies, not, "Go to my servants," but, "Go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend
unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God."

Mary's affection clinging to Christ received a revelation greater than all those which
Peter had had up to this. Love which is set on His person becomes the depositary of
further knowledge. Knowing only His work the disciples had gone away again to their
own home; Mary Magdalene with love which clung to His person had learnt at the
Saviour's feet the most glorious results of His sacrifice. This is why Peter and John are so
in the shade in this scene; a weak woman in all the modesty of her position outstrips
them. Mary was the first to know the path which leads straight to the Father, and,
retracing her steps with this marvellous revelation, to carry the message to the disciples.

11. SERVICE AND FOOD
John 21:1-14

After Peter's many experiences, it would seem as if he were henceforth qualified for
service. He went forth, followed by six other disciples, to fish in the Sea of Tiberias.
What characterized this undertaking was that Peter took the initiative himself of setting
to work to obtain the results of his labour. It was in vain, and the night waned before he
and his companions had seen their efforts crowned with any success. Peter employed
the same means as on a corresponding occasion, previous to his conversion. How often
when God entrusts us with active service we set about it like men in the flesh, and our
work is barren.
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Who has not, like Peter, been on the point of sinking? Have not the Church and
individuals shared the same fate? But a cry bursts from the lips of the disciple, "Lord,

1

save me;" not "Depart from me," for the believer knows the Saviour, and that His
character is to save. Peter calls for help just as he is on the point of attaining his object,
and Jesus has only to stretch forth His hand to draw him to Himself. One moment more
of faith, and the disciple would not have sunk. Let us trust Him who is able to save us to
the uttermost; for the storm will not cease until the Lord and His own are home in the

Father’s house.

3. A PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE WITH CHRIST!
Matthew 16: 13-23

Peter had learnt to know the Lord as the One who could meet his needs, as a Saviour for
his sins as well as for his weakness. Now he had to learn something deeper and more
marvellous — what the Lord was in Himself.

It is always so; the believer advances step by step in the knowledge of Christ. Still it was
not by his faithfulness that Peter acquired this new blessing, but by the faithfulness of
God, who had separated him from men to give him such a revelation. It was the Father,
not flesh and blood, who had revealed these things to him. (v. 17) Introduced by the
Father to the centre of blessing, Peter was set in the presence of the living God. He
recognized in the Son of Man, Christ, the object of all the promises, and to whom all the
counsels of God were attached, but this Christ was the Son of the living God. He was not
only the Man born into the world whom God had declared His Son in saying, "Thou art
My Son, this day have | begotten Thee;" but He was the Son of the living God. He
possessed a power of life which belonged to God only, and all the fulness of which was
found in Christ.

Those from whom Peter had been separated for the reception of this glorious revelation
were utterly ignorant of the majesty of Jesus. For them He was only Joseph's son, or, at
the most, one of the prophets. They found themselves in the presence of this majesty
which was unknown to them; for there must be a revelation from the Father for that.
Henceforth Peter knew the Saviour in His personal glory, the source and centre of every
blessing; moreover, Simon son of Jonas was pronounced "blessed" by Jesus Himself.

In reality Peter and his companions and ourselves only could only understand and enjoy

these things after the gift of the Holy Spirit.

But the Father could not reveal the personal glory of His Son to Simon without the Son
revealing how this glory was connected with the individual and collective blessing of the
redeemed. "And | say also unto thee."
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His conscience — and he had a great deal, for he said, "I verily thought with myself that |
ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" had constituted him
an implacable enemy of Jesus.

Peter, as we have often said, had a sincere love for the Lord. If there were anything
capable of hindering the flesh from acting, and of keeping him, it was that. Yet his love
for Christ only produced self-confidence. Even with Paul, who had learnt his lesson, the
flesh sought later on to make communion with God a means of his being puffed up, and
he needed an angel of Satan to keep him from falling; just as Peter needed a fall and
Satan's sieve to open his eyes.

But if the enemy had displayed his activity, Christ had been at work before him, and had
anticipated the moment of the sifting. "/ have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" (v.
32) He had interceded for Peter even before anything had passed in his conscience. The
first priestly act, that which regards God, had taken place unknown to Peter, and in view
of his fall, which had not yet occurred. The second act as Advocate came after the fall,
when "the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter" (v. 61), and reached his conscience. One
look from Christ was the starting-point of all the blessings which followed, recalling his
heart to the love which had been in exercise to prevent his falling; and assuring him that
this love, inexhaustible in its supply, was not changed by his unfaithfulness, and at
length, reaching his conscience, caused him to shed bitter tears of repentance in
presence of such grace.

Then only, when truly restored, would Peter be able to strengthen his brethren (v. 32),
and to deal with the hearts and consciences of others. Ministry can only be exercised in
self-judgment. All that Peter had previously learnt could not have qualified him to be
used in blessing to others. What fitted him for this was the knowledge of grace, starting
with what he had had to pass through as to his own utter unworthiness.

The Lord now (v. 33) allowed Peter's self-confidence to be plainly manifested. "Lord, |
am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.” "I am ready." This was the
flesh, ready to face everything. The flesh even when warned is always self-confident. If
it had had even one atom of strength, the Lord's solemn warning should have hindered
it from falling. But now the moment came when Peter, left to his own resources (vv. 35-
38), accompanied the Lord to Gethsemane, and the Master was left alone. Not one of
His disciples could watch one hour with Him. "Watch and pray," said He, "that ye enter
not into temptation." (Matt. 26: 41) "Watch and pray," that was what Jesus did. If Peter
had listened (he slept in presence of temptation as he had done in presence of the
glory) he would have been on his guard against the temptation, and in dependence on
God, and he would not have entered into it. To enter into temptation as a man in the
flesh was to succumb to it.
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There was natural affection for Christ in this speech, but it also showed that Peter had
not understood or appreciated the revelation imparted to him and which is only ours at
this price. More than this, his words denoted that he would not have such degradation
either for a Christ who promised him such advantages, or for himself who with the
twelve formed the retinue of the Messiah.

But if in some measure we perceive the human motives which actuated Peter in
rebuking Jesus, he did not suspect that Satan was making use of him to endeavour to
put a stumbling-block in Christ's pathway. Satan's most dangerous instruments are
believers who, possessing the truth, and perhaps enjoying it, yet fear the reproach and
enmity of the world.

To shun the cross is to deny Christianity, and it is the tendency of all our hearts
naturally. Our intercourse with the world proves it only too well. It tolerates us when we
venture to speak of future events or of those truths which do not touch the very sources
of Christianity; but if we speak of the cross, and the blood of Christ, it despises us. We
do not like that, for we want to escape reproach, and so we deserve the Lord's severe
rebuke.

What a humiliation for Peter to fall from the height of such revelations, to be convicted
of playing the part of the enemy towards Christ! He, who had confessed the Son of the
living God, who was a future living stone of the Church, who was invested with the
authority of the kingdom, had to hear it said to him by the Master whom he loved, "Get
thee behind Me, Satan."

But what folly too it was to come and rebuke the Son of the living God, and suggest to
Him what He had to do. Ah! Peter little knew himself or Him whom the Father had just
revealed to him.

The whole of this account unveils what the flesh is in the believer, seen in its best light,
and with its best intentions. It shrinks from reproach, it is an offence to Christ, and Satan
can be identified with it. After having been brought into the presence of the living God,
Peter learns that his natural thoughts are not on the things of God, but on those of men.
This word says all; the things of men are those over which Satan has the upper hand and
man and Satan in this are in perfect unison-solemn consideration.

4. "COME AFTER ME”
Matthew 16: 24-28

The disciples are here called to come after Christ. In order to come after Him there must
be the two things which we have had in the preceding chapter — personal acquaintance
with Christ, and the knowledge of the cross. Peter had received the first, and he shunned
the second. But the cross alone removes every hindrance to following Christ.
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