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PREFACE

The notes, from which this little book is printed, were completed and cor-
rected by him from whose discourses they were taken at Birmingham.

Asked for by several, they are now published, in the consciousness of worth-
lessness as to all that is merely of man; but in the full assurance, through
faith, of the power to bless of Him who has said, "My grace is sufficient for
thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness," 2 Cor. 12: 9.

GENESIS

In this book we have all the great principles of God's relationship with man,
without bringing in redemption which makes a people for God and a dwell-
ing-place for God in man. You never, save in chapter 2: 3, get the word
"holiness" in Genesis; and you never have God dwelling with men.

Creation is first treated of; then innocence, lordship, and marriage, the figure
of union with Christ. Next we have the fall, man's sin against God, and then
in Cain man's sin against his brother. There is, at the same time, a witness of
certain righteous persons, Abel in sacrifice, Enoch in life, and Noah in testi-
mony of approaching judgment. You then get the complete corruption of the
whole system, and the deluge.

Having had in Enoch a figure of the church, we get in Noah deliverance
through judgment, and then the new world begins, God entering into cove-
nant with it, and government introduced to prevent violence; but the gover-
nor fails, and God's plans as to the races of men are brought out. We find
God making nations, in consequence of man's attempt to remain united so
as to be independent. In the midst of these nations we have, in Nimrod,
imperial power, individual and despotic, connected with Babel, the place of
man's wickedness. In point of fact, the division of mankind into nations
comes by judgment.
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prophetic and royal characters of Messiah, ministers to and exercises his
power, and makes the world worship him, doing miracles, giving breath to
the image which he has caused to be made to him (chap. 13).

Then we have the remnant who suffer like Christ - the testimony, and judg-
ments, and warnings of God; and, finally, the judgment of the earth, and the
destruction of the wicked by the Son of man. This closes this vision (chap.
14).

Another great sign, not synchronical, or consecutive, follows. It reaches
down to the third thing noticed in the previous chapter. Here the saints are
viewed in rest, who pass through the time of tribulation. The sea of glass is
mingled with fire (chap. 15). Then the vials are poured out. They are on the
earth, and strike the beast's kingdom particularly, and those who dwell in it.
Then all the kings of the earth are gathered; for the smiting galls their pride,
and does not correct them; and the last judgment of God is executed even
on Babylon (chap. 16), the beast remaining for the Lamb's (chap. 17: 14).

This gives occasion to give a description of what she is, how she rides the
beast, and corrupts all nations: but then more fully of the beast himself and
his horns, for whom judgment is yet reserved. The Lamb shall overcome
them. Babylon is Rome (chaps. 17, 18).

When Babylon is judged, the marriage of the Lamb takes place, for He is now
coming forth out of His heavenly withdrawal to be revealed in the earth (the
rapture of the church belongs to church revelation - could not come into the
Book of Revelation, though we may see the saints in heaven). Then He
comes forth as King of kings and Lord of lords, as the word of God in judg-
ment: the saints, witnessed in righteousness, in the fruit of their works,
accompany Him. The beast is taken and the false prophet, and are cast into
their final doom (the false prophet is the second beast now, being with the
beast; his royal character has disappeared): the rest are slain. This is the
judgment of power and war (chap. 19).
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This is the passing away of the old association with God on the earth; and in
chapter 24 Eliezer (in figure the Holy Ghost, or His work on earth) is sent to
take a wife for Isaac (Christ), who is Heir of all things, and Isaac can in nowise
return to Mesopotamia. Christ, in taking the church, cannot come down to
earth; whereas, the moment we get Jacob, we get the head of the twelve
tribes, who goes to Mesopotamia for Rachel and Leah, typical of Israel and
the Gentiles. Jacob is the elect, but not the heavenly people; he goes back to
Canaan, gets the promises, with all sorts of exercises, as Israel will, but, if he
does, he must give up old Israel (Rachel) to get Benjamin, the son of his right
hand.

In the brief notice of Esau's offspring we find the world in vigour and energy
before God's people are; and then commences another history, that of Jo-
seph, affording a distinct development of Christ connected with Israel, re-
jected by Israel, and sold to the Gentiles. He comes thus to be the head,
having the throne, and governing all Egypt. He has done with Israel, receives
a Gentile wife, and calls his children by names typical of Christ's rejection
and blessing outside Israel when rejected; but he receives back his brethren
in the glory. This part closes with two distinct testimonies, the will of Joseph
about his bones, and Jacob's prophecy that they will all be back in the land
and the promises to Israel be fulfilled.

EXODUS

In this book we find God visiting His people; redemption, and the establish-
ment of relationships with His people, whether it be by the testing of law, or
the arrangements of grace, by which He could bear with them, with the
distinct purpose of dwelling in them, and, moreover, of making them dwell
in a place He had prepared for them. All is connected with four immense
principles - redemption, bringing to God, God's dwelling among them, and
consequently holiness. Priesthood is established to maintain the relationship
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50 The first chapter presents God as supreme and eternal, the Holy Spirit in
His attributes of divine administration, and Christ in the glory in which He is
connected with the earth. He is coming. Then He is seen as One having called
John's attention to it on earth, not in service but in judgment, in the midst of
the candlesticks, the place of light in the world, judging their state. We find a
divine person, but the Son of man, having subordinate representative au-
thority in His hand - (stars, angels of churches).

These things were seen - "the things that are" next. We get the history of the
church: first, in its ecclesiastical state - the four first churches; next, in a state
free from the gross corruptions come in, put upon the question of its per-
sonal fidelity to Christ. In the first four, are departure from first love, perse-
cution, the world its dwelling-place, and false teachers seducing the saints;
their corruption settled there, and the saints thus to wait for Christ's coming,
who is given to them in His own heavenly unseen associations, and the visi-
ble kingdom too. In these characters, the character of Christ as walking
amidst the candlesticks, is given, on which to base the warnings and prom-
ises. In the three last, they are new characteristics, save the stars, which are
not said to be in His hand; and all refer to the coming of the Lord - more or
less - which is spoken of as warning or promise in the two first. In the last it is
not judged as Thyatira, but spued out of His mouth (chaps. 2, 3).

The vision then changes to heaven, and the world's judgment is entered
upon as flowing thence. The saints are viewed as enthroned and crowned
there. God's throne of judgment is set up there, and ministers of His govern-
ment proclaim His glory, and the saints worship (chap. 4).

There the Lamb appears, and His title to open the book of God's ways is
owned, and His glory is celebrated. The angels are seen for the first time,
and standing around the inner circle who are connected with the throne.
The elders, note, all through give their reasons for worship. The Lamb now
opens the book (chap. 5).
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of God in blessing, spite of failure under the law, is revealed; closing with the
prophetic blessing of Israel, in respect to their then present condition.

JOSHUA

The establishment of the people in the land by divine leading and power,
according to promise, but through conflict, in which the faithfulness of the
people's walk with God is tested.

The career of Joshua begins with crossing the Jordan in the power of resur-
rection, and has its place of power for conflict in Gilgal - circumcision - death
to the flesh.

They eat of the corn of the land before they have any conflict.

JUDGES.

While Joshua is a book of victorious power, judges is the book of failure in
faithfulness, so that power is lost: only that God intervenes in mercy, from
time to time, to deliver and revive. Gilgal is exchanged for Bochim. Gilgal, the
denial of the flesh, though seemingly of little importance, was the place of
power; Bochim was the place of tears, but the angel of God was there.

RUTH

The intervention of the Lord in grace to bring in the promised seed, and the
restoration of Israel, but in the way of grace, on a new footing. On a famine
in the land, Naomi, who represents Israel, goes away, and loses everything.
Ruth comes back with her, and Boaz (strength) raises up the inheritance. It
was old Israel, in some sense: the child was born to Naomi, but on the princi-
ple of grace, for Ruth had no title to promise.
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given consequent on His ascension. This gives us confidence for asking every-
thing according to God's will; and so for a brother who has failed, provided it
is not a sin to death. The new nature we have received is incapable of sin;
and he who has it keeps himself, and the wicked one touches him not. Fi-
nally, an absolute distinction is made between Christians and the world. "We
know that we are of God, and that the whole world lieth in wickedness."
Further, we know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, that is, in
His Son Jesus Christ, who is the true God and eternal life.

2 JOHN

Insists upon love being governed by the truth; that whoever does not abide
in the doctrine of Christ has not God; and that one who brought a doctrine
which denied Him was not to be let into the house or wished God speed. A
lady was competent for this.

3 JOHN

On the contrary, urges the reception of those who went about preaching the
truth; resists the hindrance of local authority, and commends Gaius, and as a
fellow-helper of the truth itself. The doctrine of reward to the workman,
through the perseverance of those who are the fruit of His work, is brought
forward in verse 4 of this epistle, as in chapter 2: 28 of the first epistle.

Notice that 3 John 7 throws light on the word "ours" in 1 John 2: 2.

JUDE

Having a great analogy to 2 Peter 2, refers, however, to a very different
principle. Peter speaks of wickedness; Jude, of leaving the first estate, or
apostasy. He traces this in the Christian system, from the creeping in of false
brethren, to the judgment executed by Christ when He comes again; and he
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temple come in question; the relationship with God is re-established first by
faith, not according to order, but by spiritual power according to grace, all
being - by that spiritual power according to grace. The ark was on Mount
Zion, and there they were singing, "His mercy endureth for ever": while at
Gibeon was the high place, where Solomon went. There the tabernacle was,
but not the ark. Solomon is not seen at Mount Zion till his return from
Gibeon, where God answered him. Consequent on God's interfering in deliv-
erance and redemption, the place of ordered worship is set up, connected
with earth - the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. It was after judg-
ment, slaying the people and sacrifice. God loves Jerusalem, and so stays His
hand in judgment, and shows by prophecy the path of reconciliation by
sacrifice.

1 AND 2 KINGS

Here we have the reign of Solomon, the establishment of Israel in peace, and
the building of the temple, the figure of the great Son of David. This fails,
looked at historically, in Rehoboam; and then the book of Kings is the his-
tory, not of Judah, but of Israel, with sufficient notices of Judah to carry on
the history. You get the intervention of God by prophets in Elijah and Elisha,
in mercy, in the midst of Israel, who had left the temple, one being a testi-
mony to Israel on the ground of their responsibility, the other in resurrection
-power.

First and Second Kings continue the history in Judah till the captivity, and
then Lo-ammi was written on the nation. There are, of course, many details -
various characters of faith, etc., as Hezekiah of faith, Josiah of obedience,
Jehoshaphat of piety, but never, through association with the world, for
success.
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to the deluge as a judgment already once executed, and the day of the Lord,
in which the judgment by fire would come, and all that nature trusted in
disappear, pressing this as a motive of holiness upon the saints.

1JOHN

Exhibits to us specially divine life in the person of Christ, but communicated
to us, and the traits which serve as a proof that the life is there. He first
speaks of this life as he had known it in Christ on earth; showing it as the
means of communion with the Father and the Son, so that our joy may be
full. But He who was and is this life has given, yea, has been, the absolute
revelation of God as light, so that we are placed here to walk in the light as
God is in it, the blood of Christ cleansing us that we may do so; and in this
we have fellowship together. But it shows us all sin in ourselves (chap. 1).
Further, the intercession or advocacy of Christ with the Father, founded on
His being the righteous one, and the propitiation for our sin, is introduced as
the means of restoring us to communion in the light when we have failed in
our walk down here through weakness (chap. 2: 1, 2).

Obedience to Christ's commandments, or practical righteousness and love to
the brethren, are next presented as proofs of the possession of this life.
Before unfolding this, he gives the ground of writing to the saints: that all are
forgiven, and that babes in Christ have the Spirit of adoption. He divides
Christians into three classes - fathers, young men, and babes. This classifica-
tion he repeats twice. The fathers have but one mark; they know Him who is
from the beginning. The young men are strong, are in conflict, have over-
come the wicked one, the word of God abiding in them. They are warned not
to love the world. The little children, while knowing the Father, are the sec-
ond time carefully warned as to deceivers; but their own competency as
having the Holy Ghost, and their responsibility to judge, are pressed upon
them (chap. 2).
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JoB

The possibility of the relationship of a man with God, in the great conflict
referring to good and evil between God and the power of darkness; and that
connected with the discipline of saints, in contrast with the alleged present
righteous government of the world by God; the necessity of a Mediator
being intimated, not unfolded; the power of Satan over the world made
known, and his character as accuser of the brethren pointed out. God is seen
as the originator of all (not of the accusations themselves, | need hardly say,
but of the whole process) for the purpose of blessing His people; the whole
being without any dispensational reference, while the conscience is thor-
oughly searched in those He blesses. You get in Elihu the wisdom of God in
His word (Christ really), and then you have the power of God (also Christ) in
God answering out of the whirlwind. The book may be regarded as typical of
Israel, inasmuch as it is in Israel that these ways of God are shown.

PSALMS

The Spirit of Christ working and developing itself in the remnant of Israel in
the latter day; only therewith showing the personal part He has taken,
whether to lay the ground for them, or to exercise sympathy with them;
continuing on up to the border of the millennium, but not entering into it
except prophetically. They are divided into five books.

PROVERBS

The wisdom of God showing its path to man, in contrast with the corruption
and violence in man. The first eight chapters give us the principle, showing
Christ as wisdom; the remainder enter into details. It is to man in a remark-
able way. A man of the world escapes by knowing the crookedness of the
world: this book enables a man to escape without knowing it - wise in that
which is good, simple concerning evil.
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beforehand of the sufferings of Christ, and the glories following; then, the
same things reported in the gospel preached by the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven; then, patience till the revelation of Jesus Christ brought these
things to them: "Hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ." On this ground they are called on to walk in
sobriety, obedience, and holiness, on the double ground, that He who called
them is holy, and that they call on the Father, who judges without respect of
persons every man's work. But this is founded on redemption by the blood
of Christ, and being born again of the incorruptible seed of the word, while
they believe in God through Christ, whom He had raised from the dead, and
to whom He had given glory, all flesh being as grass, but the word of the
Lord enduring for ever.

The persons addressed are the scattered believing remnant of Israel in vari-
ous countries of Asia Minor. Hence he distinguishes them as living stones,
come to be built on the living Stone, owned of God and of them as precious,
but a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to disobedient Israel. He then
applies Exodus 19 and Hosea 2: 23, and hence exhorts them to walk blame-
less in the midst of the Gentiles who spake against them, which would force
them to glorify God in the day of their visitation. He then exhorts them to
suffer patiently, seeing that, like Christ, it was the Christian's place to do
good, suffer for it, and take it patiently. This leads him to refer again to
Christ bearing our sins in His own body on the tree, referring to Isaiah 53.

Then, with various exhortations on details of conduct, he refers to the gov-
ernment of God securing us in peacefulness but if they suffered for right-
eousness' sake they were happy beautifully adding that Christ had suffered
once for sins, and that this ought to suffice. They ought to suffer for right-
eousness, if they suffered at all. He then refers to His being put to death in
the flesh as the ground of their arming themselves with the same mind,
inasmuch as in death there was found the having done with sin. He then
presses the doing everything on the ground of ability from God, and as of
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thus the faith of the godly during the departure of the mass, and denouncing
judgment on those who persevere in unfaithfulness.

ISAIAH

Here you have the whole framework of God's dealings with Judah, Israel
coming in, by the bye, with the judgment of surrounding nations, and espe-
cially of Babylon, looking at Israel as the centre, bringing out the Assyrian as
the great latter-day enemy, Immanuel as the hope of Israel, and the securer
of the land, although rejected when coming as a testimony, being Himself
Jehovah - a sanctuary - but a stone of stumbling to the disobedient. We get,
in addition, the details of the inroads of the Assyrian, and his judgment in
the last days; and, included in the development of all this, we have the bless-
edness of Israel as re-established. This is the first part - chapters 1-35.

In the historical chapters (36-39) we get two great principles - resurrection,
and deliverance from the Assyrians. It is a risen Christ who effects deliver-
ance, which makes it so important. The captivity in Babylon is here inti-
mated. This latter lays The ground for what follows.

In the last part you have God's controversy with Israel, first on the footing of
idolatry, and, secondly, because of the rejection of Christ. In this Israel is first
looked at as a servant; and in chapter 49 the place of servant is transferred
to Christ, and, He being rejected, the remnant in the last days take the place
of servant. All through this, though Israel be the object of favour, you get a
definite contrast between the wicked and the righteous, and hence the
separation of the remnant, and judgment of the wicked - the declaration
that there can be no peace to the wicked, whether Israel or others (end of
chaps. 48, 57).

In the part that refers specially to the rejection of Christ we get the revela-
tion of the call of the Gentiles, the judgment of the people, the coming of
Jehovah, and the full blessing of the remnant of Israel at Jerusalem.
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To this purpose, he shows that all the saints highly esteemed amongst them
obtained their good report by faith. In this list he first lays down the great
principles - creation, known by faith; sacrifice, offered to obtain righteous-
ness by faith; walking with God by faith in the power of life; and acting on
the prophecy of coming events by faith. We then get two great classes of
faith - trust in God, and patient expectancy of faith, and the active energy of
faith. All the detailed cases are taken when they were not in the land. He
then goes through various sufferings endured of the saints by faith, proving
that the world was not worthy of them, and that they died, not having re-
ceived the effect of the promise, God having reserved some better thing for
us, before they could be made perfect (chap. 11).

He then introduces Christ as the last great witness, who has overcome, and
is set down at the right hand of God, and has there obtained the glory. He
then shows that suffering has the additional character of parental discipline,
but that withal they are come to grace, and not law and terror; but, in doing
this, he gives the whole millennial result in heaven and earth, as that to
which they are come in faith. He then shows that everything made will be
shaken, and insists on their leaving the Jewish camp, that is, the principle of
connection between religion and the world; but to go out to Jesus on the
ground of His being a sin-offering; because, upon the principle of an effec-
tual sin-offering, they must either be in heaven where the blood is, or out-
side the camp, or gate, where the sin-offering was burnt. He closes with a
few exhortations (chaps. 12, 13).

JAMES

In James you get the perfect law of liberty applied to the Christian's path;
looking for patience, so that the will should not act, and confidence in God,
so that wisdom and strength should be acquired. If there is evil, it comes
from man - if good, from the unchangeable God, who of His own will begat
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with chap. 7), marking out the condition and circumstances of the saints in
connection with the history of these empires more fully revealed, and the
coming of judgment to set them all aside in favour of Israel. But he only
comes to the door of the millennium without unfolding it.

HOSEA

We have here the rejection of the house of Israel and the house of Judah
distinctively, as Lo-ruhamah and Lo-ammi; the door secretly opened to the
Gentiles by it; Israel's long - enduring deprivation of everything; and then the
restoration of the whole under Jehovah and David in the latter days. Paul
quotes chapter 1: 10, and 2: 23; Peter only the latter. From chapter 4 we get
the most earnest dealing with the conscience of Israel, but closing with their
return in repentance to the sure blessings of Jehovah. It is the testimony of
the ways of the Lord.

JOEL

Under the figure of the desolation left by a plague of insects we have an-
nounced the inroad of the northern armies in the last days, and the coming
in of the whole power of man against God's people, and the consequent
coming in of Jehovah to judge the whole power of man in the day of the
Lord, and in the valley of decision. Meanwhile, the pouring out of the Holy
Ghost upon all manner of people, and the promise of certain deliverance to
whoever called on the name of the Lord. You may add, the summons to
repentance of all who have ears to hear.

AMOS

Gives the patience of God's dealings and ways, which he rehearses in con-
nection with the precise pointing out of the iniquity of Israel's ways; but
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duction of Israel by the new covenant. With this view, it puts all in Christian-
ity in contrast, though in comparison and analogy, and a certain connection
with what had gone before. The connection, however, only applies to the
first part, the communicated word, because it looks on Christ, as to that, as
still on earth.

In chapter 1 we get the groundwork of the authority of the communicated
word in the divinity of Christ. This is continued in chapter 3, adding to it
Christ's authority as Son over His own house, in contrast with Moses, down
to chapter 4: 13, with the promise of rest to the people of God. Chapter 2
lays the foundation of future dominion and present priesthood in the human
nature of Christ. This is continued from chapter 4: 14; the glory of it is ex-
pounded in chapter 5, as to the person and office of Christ; the impossibility
of returning to Jewish elements is thereupon insisted upon, on the ground
that if heavenly Christian things were departed from, there was no bringing
back by some other power; and that from elements they were to go on to
that, God having encouraged them by declaring the immutability of His
counsel to the heirs of promise by word and oath, strengthening us thus who
look within the veil, where Christ is entered for us as forerunner, a high
priest after the order of Melchisedec (chap. 6).

This character of Melchisedec involves the necessary setting aside of the
whole system of the law, the priesthood itself being changed from dying
men to the living Son, the priesthood suiting us, being that of One holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heav-
ens (chap 7).

In chapter 8, having the high priest set on the right hand of the Majesty in
the heavens, a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, offerings
are needed: but, before touching on the offerings, the change of covenant is
declared on which this ministry is founded, inasmuch as He is the mediator
of it. Now, for the better and heavenly tabernacle, we must have better
sacrifices.
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Christ, on account of which they were given up; and shows that the same
Christ stands as their peace and defense, when the Assyrian comes in, in the
last days. The remnant of Israel becomes the people of blessing to, and
power over, others, while all evil in jt is judged and destroyed, as well as the
heathen who have come up against it. Having thus spoken of the restoration
in the last days he returns and insists on the righteousness of God's ways,
contrasts the attempt at ceremonially pleasing Him with the practicing of
iniquity which He hates, closing with the looking to Him to restore and feed
His people as the God who passes by iniquity.

NAHUM

The power of the world, or man as such, put down for ever; but with the
testimony of the faithfulness of the Lord in the midst of His vengeances, and
hence blessing to those that trust in Him and wait for Him. It is still the Assyr-
ian Babylon is another thing altogether.

HABAKKUK

Is the soul exercised by the iniquity of God's people - first, with indignation
thereat, and then with distress at their being destroyed by those who are
God's rod to chasten them. He then gets the answer of God, showing that He
knows the pride of the wicked, and will judge it, and that the righteous man
must live by trusting in Him. Lastly, he rises above all to the glorious power
of God, exercised in the salvation of His people, so that he trusts in Him,
come what will.

ZEPHANIAH

In Zephaniah we get the utter judgment of the land for iniquity, hypocrisy,
and idolatry, at the great day of the Lord, and of all the neighbouring nations
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1 TIMOTHY

Gives us the right ordering of the church in its normal condition; 2 Timothy,
the path of faith when it is in an abnormal condition - when it is in disorder.
You have in 1 Timothy 3: 15 the principle of Timothy's conduct. These epis-
tles, and that to Titus, are not addressed to churches, nor were they to be
communicated to the churches as such (the church of God has them, which
is another thing), although that which guided the conduct of individual Chris-
tians in them is of unceasing obligation.

2 TIMOTHY

In 2 Timothy Paul saw himself at the close of his career, and though the
church had all got into disorder, and he was looking at his course as closed,
there is no epistle in which he so much insists on the unfailing courage and
energy of the saints, calling upon them to endure the afflictions of the gospel
according to the power of God; but we see his mind got off the connection
of the outward church with the body of Christ, and recognizing piety and
devotedness where he could find it. You may take chapter 2: 18-22 as indica-
tive of the tone of the instruction. As regards the state of the church, the
faith of some being overthrown, he refers first to the sure foundation of
God, the Lord knowing them that are His; next, to individual responsibility,
whoever names the name of the Lord is to depart from iniquity. Then, as
regards the assembly, he takes the great house as the analogy of it, and
shows that in such there are vessels to dishonour, and that a man is to purge
himself from these to be a vessel to honour, and to follow righteousness,
etc., with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart, as distinguishing
those who are really saints, and associating himself with them. In the next
place he warns of perilous times in the last days - a form of godliness deny-
ing the power, and insists, besides his personal authority, upon the known
scriptures as a child might read them, and asserts that they are sufficient to

48

In the next He takes occasion, by those who inquire whether they are yet to
fast for the ruin of Jerusalem, to promise her restoration (only now, for the
present, on the ground of responsibility); declares He will protect His house
against all surrounding enemies; brings in Christ in humiliation, but carries it
on to the time of glory, and of executing judgment by Judah upon Greece
(Javan), gathering all the scattered ones. In chapters 11-14 we have the
details of Christ's rejection, and the foolish and idolatrous shepherd, when
He judges all the nations as meddling with Jerusalem, defends Jerusalem,
brings them to repentance, and opens the fountain for their cleansing; and
we then get, in contrast with the false spirit of prophecy, Christ's humilia-
tion, the sparing of a remnant, when the body of the people are cut off from
Judea at the end, with the final deliverance and the sanctifying of Jerusalem
by the presence of the Lord, making her the centre of all worship upon
earth.

In chapter 13: 5 we see Christ, the servant of man, the rejected one of the
Jews, and the smitten of Jehovah. Read "for man possessed me from my
youth." It then appears that it was among His friends He had been wounded
in His hands; and the great secret of all comes out, that He is Jehovah's fel-
low, and smitten of Him. Note, where Christ is owned as God, He calls the
saints His fellows; and where, as here, He is in deepest humiliation, God calls
Him His fellow.

In these books, Haggai and Zechariah, the Jews are never called God's peo-
ple, except in prospect of the future.

MALACHI

We have here the testimony of the Jews' total failure when restored, accord-
ing to what has gone before, in spite of God's electing love, which He still
maintains; and then the Lord comes, sending a messenger before His face,
but comes in thoroughly sifting and purifying judgment, owns the remnant
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through Him who strengthened him. Hence he counts upon his God for a
blessing on the Philippians.

COLOSSIANS

In the Epistle to the Colossians, who seem not to have held the Head very
fast, the personal glory of the Head is largely brought out; but the hope is in
heaven, and the saints are not seen sitting there. The life of the new man is
specially brought out, where the Spirit would be in Ephesians, while He is not
mentioned in Colossians, except in one single passage, "your love in the
Spirit."

In the first place, after the apostle's prayer for them, in which a walk worthy
of the Lord Himself and according to His power is desired, and they are
viewed as meet for the inheritance of the saints in light, we get the double
headship of Christ over creation and the body, along with His divine glory, in
three particulars: He is the image of the invisible God; all things consist by
Him; and all the fulness is pleased to dwell in Him. You then get the double
reconciliation of the creation yet to come, and of the saints already accom-
plished; the double ministry also of Paul, of the gospel to every creature
under heaven, and of the church, the hitherto hidden mystery made good
among the Gentiles by Christ dwelling in them the hope of glory.

In chapter 2 the Colossians are warned against philosophy and the spirit of
ordinances, separating them from the Head, in whom all fulness dwells, and
in whom they are complete. Hostile powers being overcome by Him, they
(believers) are dead and risen, so as not to be subject to ordinances in flesh.
As this liberty is founded on their being dead in Christ, so the whole of Chris-
tian life is founded on their being risen with Christ, who is their life, and with
whose condition they are entirely associated, so that Christ is all, and in all
(chap. 3); and whatever they do, they are to do it in the name of the Lord
Jesus.

46

THE NEW TESTAMENT

The four Gospels give us Christ upon earth; the Acts the establishing the
church in connection with Peter and with Paul, either in connection with the
Jews, or lifting it up above them; the Epistles, partly addressed to particular
churches in apostolic care, partly unfoldings of doctrine for the edification of
saints, with the notice of the decay and departure from the truth of the
church as formed on earth; and then the connection, through this decay and
corruption, of the earthly church system, with the government and kingdom
which were coming in. This last is the Apocalypse.

MATTHEW

In Matthew we have Christ as Messiah, son of Abraham and son of David,
according to the promise - Jehovah Emmanuel - bringing in the testimony of
the kingdom and its healing power, laying down the principles on which men
could enter into it (that is, the character of the remnant); and then display-
ing the various power which characterized and verified His coming. Passing
on, though with enduring patience - patience which endures till He comes
again - to His rejection by the nation, and the setting up of the kingdom in a
mysterious way in the absence of the King, He still continues for the present
His ministrations till His hour was come, but reveals the substitution of the
church, and the kingdom in glory, for its present setting up by His presence.
He then goes up to Jerusalem, arraigns the nation as a whole and in its vari-
ous classes, and then subjects Himself to the whole distress and power of
evil and of Satan which reigned in Israel, and to the smiting of the Lord of
Hosts in the cup which He had to drink. He is raised from the dead, meets His
disciples on the old prophetic ground of the remnant in Galilee, and com-
mands them to disciple all nations in the new name of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost; but we have no ascension to heaven.
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whole of chapter 3 is parenthetic, and the first words of chapter 4 connect
themselves with the beginning of chapter 3.)

In the first sixteen verses of chapter 4 the apostle unfolds, in connection
with the headship of Christ, the unities into which we are brought, and the
instruments of building and edification, as gifts, whether without or within.
There are three unities: a real one, one of profession, and a universal one in
God. First, one body, one Spirit, one hope. Secondly, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism. Thirdly, one God and Father of all, who is above all, through all, and
in you all. We are to walk in lowliness, so as to endeavour to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. The gifts are from the ascended man, who
has overcome Satan and led him captive, so as to make those who had been
Satan's captives the instruments of His own warfare in power, to gather and
perfect the saints. At the same time He who ascended is the One who first
descended into the lower parts of the earth, so as to fill all things. The meas-
ure to which the saints are to be brought up is that of the stature of the
fulness of Christ Himself; the body being compacted, and supplying by every
joint in order to its own edification. The first object all through this, how-
ever, is individual. We then get the exhortations connected with the new
man being created of God in righteousness and true holiness. It is only the
new man which has to do with righteousness and holiness.

Hence they are to be imitators of God, and act as Christ Himself has acted in
love - the perfect expression of God - the new man. Further, in this new man
they are light in the Lord: and the measure of their walk and works is the
light itself, of which Christ, if they are awake, is to them the perfect outshin-
ing. Hence they are to be wise in the midst of this world. In going through
relative duties, he enters on the relationship of the church to Christ, founded
on the working of His love in this order. He first gives Himself for it; next,
sanctifies and cleanses it by the word; and, thirdly, presents it to Himself a
glorious church, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Two things are to
be remarked here: (1) That, in the analogy with Adam and Eve, Christ stands

v

LUKE

In Luke you get, first of all, a beautiful exhibition of the state of the pious
remnant in Israel, at the time of our Lord's first appearing, and the working
of the Spirit of God among them, and at the same time the public state of
the nation in connection with the Gentiles (chap. 1). You get the whole po-
litical world set in motion to bring a carpenter to Bethlehem (chap. 2). In
connection with this remnant John the Baptist comes, announcing Him who
is to baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire (chap. 3). You now get the
genealogy from Adam (having had Israel), and Luke gives us Christ as the Son
of man in perfect moral display upon earth, and the grace of God which was
displayed in His coming, although still serving in the midst of Israel. This
service is unfolded in the various forms of grace, with particular reference to
its moral elements, and showing its extension to Gentiles, and the breaking
up of covenant relations with the Jews, distinguishing not merely the charac-
ter of the remnant, but the disciples as the remnant, "Blessed are ye poor,"
etc. (4-7). We get (in the demoniac of Gadara) a special picture, conse-
quently, of the healing of the remnant in Israel, of the ruin of the people,
and the mission of the delivered remnant, left as a witness instead of going
with Him (chap. 8). In the transfiguration we find special reference to His
intercourse with Moses and Elias as to His decease, insistence on the Son of
man's being delivered up, and the judgment of self in all its forms, the decla-
ration that the unbelief of the whole generation, including His disciples, will
close His whole connection with Israel, and the claim of absolute devoted-
ness to Himself (chap. 9). Then we see the patient service of Christ to Israel
in sending out the seventy, but warning them it was final, and bringing in
judgment, and intimating that whatever power He gave them in connection
with the kingdom, their delight should be rather that they belonged to
heaven. We then get, further, the principle of grace in dealing as a
neighbour, instead of the claim of God towards a neighbour; the word and
prayer with the gift of the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him, and the hearing
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rectly from that, but from the power of Christ working in his weakness,
showing still a little uneasiness lest all should not be right, and he should be
forced to be what they might not like (chap. 12). He, lastly, appeals to their
own certainty that they were Christians as proof of Christ's speaking by him
(chap. 13).

GALATIANS

Specially contrasts law with promises, grace, and the Spirit, not so much with
righteousness, though it be spoken of, showing that it (law) came between
the promise and Christ, and that it could not annul the promise - that it went
only to Christ, or faith. Connected with this, he shows the independence of
his ministry; briefly states that he was dead to the law which brought the
curse - dead by the law, but as crucified with Christ; so that, as living, Christ
lived in him, and he lived by the faith of the Son of God (chaps. 1, 2).

In chapter 3: 20 the point is, that the fulfilment of an absolute promise de-
pends only on the faithfulness of one; but that the law having a mediator,
Moses, two parties were implied, but God is only one. Hence, blessing under
the law depends on the faithfulness of another as well as of God, and hence
all fails. The promise was confirmed before God to Christ. Christ came after
the failure, and we rest on the work of the Mediator, and not on the work of
the second party. The law was added to produce transgression, not sin.

Another point: those who were under the law were delivered by Christ's
taking its curse; so that the blessing flows freely, and that they may receive
the promise of the Spirit.

In Galatians you find death applied to the law, the flesh, and the world, In
chapter 6 we find a notice of the fact that there is a government of God
which applies to all men, and brings its consequences with it as a general
rule.

42

In chapters 15 and 16, the ways of God in grace we have with sinners, still
connected with the setting aside of Judaism. Thus we have, first, grace seek-
ing and receiving sinners; secondly, future hopes substituted for present
enjoyments; and, lastly, the veil drawn aside; so that what is heavenly is
contrasted with all that had in Judaism been promised to such as were out-
wardly faithful.

You then get warnings against being an occasion of stumbling to little ones;
and, on the other side, if there be an offence, exhortations to forgive it - the
power of faith in the disciples; but that whatever is done, it is no more than
duty. Liberty from Israel is then shown to be the privilege when the Lord is
owned in Christ's person. The kingdom was among them in His person; but
He would come unexpectedly in His glory, and execute judgment, but know
how to discern the righteous from the wicked. In the distress of that day,
and at all times, men were to persevere in calling on God, and reckoning on
His answer. Lowliness of mind is urged, both in respect to our faults and in
regard to the spirit of meekness. The danger of riches, as a hindrance to
entering the kingdom, is pointed out, and the sure blessing of giving up all
for Christ (chaps. 17, 18).

He now goes up to Jerusalem by Jericho. This in all three Gospels is a distinct
chronological point when He begins to deal again, and finally, with the Jews.
Even here Luke brings out grace in Zacchaeus; and though a publicans the
Lord owns him as a son of Abraham, He is owned as Son of David, yet brings
in grace; "for the Son of man is come to seek and save that which was lost."
Next the parable of the servants to whom money is entrusted differs in Luke,
in that the responsibility of man is more brought out. Each gets the same
sum, and a different reward according to what he has gained; whereas in
Matthew He gives to each according to his wisdom and the capacity of each;
and they all get the same reward. In His riding into Jerusalem we have to
notice the expression, "Peace in heaven," which is peculiar to Luke, and
indicates that Christ destroys Satan's power in heaven, and settles peace

23



114

-Ip 30U pamoyjy Yyiduauls siy djiym ‘usaneay pdiyl ayz oy dn ysneds 3uiaq siy
0} 22uauayad Agq 1ed 1eys Suisopd ‘(TT ‘0T 'sdeyd) yjaswiy jo Suiyeads Agq Ansi
-ulw siy ajewi8s| 01 paduoy ‘|Im sty jsutede ‘uayl si pue ‘(g ‘g ‘sdeyd) sules
9Y3 40} u0I1329]|02 3y} uodn sadiejua 1xau aH *(£ ‘deyd) Jids siy parojwWod
peyY Yoiym jo SMau ay3} ‘4oj pIj|ed pey ay 2duejuadas ayl jo wayy ul A
-391u1 8y saziudoda4 pue ‘poo Jo Jeay ayj ul ssauljoy Sundaad J1vy) sassaud
‘Jayied ayi yum diysuolie|as 0} JSPJO Ul PlIOM Yl wouy uolesedas aunus
sa3d4n aH ‘(9 ‘deyd) Aem s|qissod Aians ul |eas panosd uayy si Ansiuiw siyl

,'POD 01 pajIou0dIal 9A 3g,, ‘pPesIs S,IsUYD ul
‘usw uiAead 1s1y) Joj siopessequue Se SI9Y10 pue Jjaswiy Jo pue ‘uoliel|id
-uodaJ Jo Ansiuiw ay3 jo syeads Ing ‘Ysaly 3yl J914e UBW OU SMOUY 3y pue
1e payoo| aJe s3ulyy |eusaza Ajuo 2duaH ‘sduljeap siH Aq siyy Suidjpy puo7
9y} pue ‘ssoJd 3y} Japun peap ag 0} p|ay Sulaq [9ssaA 3y ‘poo jo Ajjedrjoeud
9q Aew Jamod ay3 1ey3 ‘sl 41| Syl Jo Jomod 3yl YdIym ul [9SSIA Usylies ay)
SMOYS 3y { J491deyd uj "S|nos s,usw Yum |eap 03 1slyD Jo ano| ayl Aq sadin
11 9JIYMm ‘Jedy JO UOISEIIO UE Se JuawSpn[ wouy ddUelaAlPp pue ‘G Ja1deyd ul
Aem Asans ul yieap Jano Adewaudns sy smoys ‘g Jardeyd ul me| ym H Ssisedy
-U0d 3H "POD 4O SSAUSNOSIYSII 3Y3 Ul Sulig 03 Se 0S ‘ISLIYD JO YIOM BY1 YUM
1 Sunpauuod sy ul 3| Jo Jamod ay3 sulejdxa ay ‘Janamoy ‘siardeyd oAl
1541} 9y} U| "BIUOPIJEIA O} ABM SIY UO WIY] 03 dWO0I J0u pIp 3y Aym suield
-Xd pue ‘4 1noge asie| Je Weay siy suado ‘suelyiulio) ayl o3 Aj@asy mou ul
-yeads ‘pue ‘a1 siy jo Ja8uep ul uaaq 1snl pey aH 10344 S} Udel pey apsida
1541} @Y1 1BY3 sSmau ay3 snil Aq Suimas s,ajasode ay1 uo Juanbasuod uanlIm s|

SNVIHLNI¥0D €

*(9T "deyd) 01 panuwqgns pue pajdadsal ag 01 aJe Yans ||e 1ey) pue ‘sjules
9y1 Suowe 921AIBS S,pJoT Byl 01 dn sanPswayl Sulnid swos jo ajdpund
ay1 - Assiuiw |enpialpul Jo Apaqi Suipige ay3 ‘suoliein|es 3SIAAIP Yl ul
‘950]2 9y} 1e 138 am pue ‘sjules 3yl 40} UOIIII||0d By} 0} SJ)aJ dY ‘AjaseT 1 ul

124

-sa.4dxa |esaua8 3|3uls e ul sadUBRISWNIII JO Aljuenb e uaylaSoy SuiBuliq ay)
- 213s1deIRYD Se ‘[2dso8 s,93Nn7 spJeSaJ se ‘payJewas 9 Aew 3dUBISWNIID
Jayjouy ‘uopesnsiysuely siH pue wsideq SIH ‘S9dueisul om} uoiusaw Aew
| yorym jo ‘S8uiAesd wiH puly 48UBYO NOA ‘YSNoJy3 || N7 saziia3oeleyd siyl

‘(€2 ‘2z "sdeyo) Sunayns os uew ay3 ul de43 pue yiey Jo uoidaLlad ayl pue
‘Bulayns uew ay3 st 3| *poo|q 4o sdoup 1ea48 a4am )l Se SulleIMS WIH 39S aMm
INQ ‘M3YNEIA Ul SB ‘MO||34 SIH Sullws YeAoya[ 343y 10U S| 3 ‘way) ul eus
pue ‘ssau|niyiie) ‘ssaudaad UMO SIH pue ‘Uew Se Ajjn} aiow yanw pajuas
-34d snsaf pJo7 9yl dABY 9M SSOJD Y} UO puB SUBWISYISD 1B 3UIIS Ay} U|

"Y1ea 93 UO Wy} 34n2as 03 se 0s ‘Jamod
pasIoIaxa aH YdIym Ul dwil Y3 JO 3SOY} WO MOU SIOUBISWNIIID Jo d8ueyd
3y3 JO 30130U JPUNSIP YHIM ‘paAesd pey IsLYD WOYM IO} ‘UOWIS 03 DUI)3I
Jeads yum ‘ueles Aq Suiyis si a4ay] "1sa1eals ayl aq pjnoys yolym way}
Suowe a4143s ‘MeaY S,UBW JO [IND dWJIXd Y} ‘JaA0SSEd U3 1B ‘DJay puly 9

‘3 Suipuane
S913|NJIYIP 3Y3 199w pue ‘Auowsel Jiayl aAI3 01 ade so|ddsIp SIH ydiym
ul JJIds 9y} Olul SJowW |eap 1eald e suajud IH 'PI||Y|ns Buldq S9|NUID Y}
JO Sawi} 9y 01 ‘U0I1dNJISIP 1S41) 1By} Uo Ajpusnbasuod ‘Bulis)al ‘salwue yum
passedwod Sulag wa|esnuaf 40 Ing ‘UOIIe|0SaP JO UOIIBUIWOgE 3Y] Jo deads
10U S0P puB ‘WalesSNJIf JO UOIPNIISAP Sulwod AjdleIpawwl 3y} Jo ‘jou
S90p M3YIIBIAl YdIym ‘9d130u aye) saop aH (Tz "deyd) Asaydoud ay3 ui usayy

*Yol 3y} || UBY1 J31I3] Se dUW Jay ul synd oym mopim Jood
9y3 sumo pue ‘saquds ay3 sapnl aH ‘wopSun| sy Jo suoneldadxa JIvy) |je
01 Se $33s1IeYd Y] SPUNOUOI YdIYM 1Byl Se ‘poo Jo puey 1ysii syl 03 uoiey
-|exa SIH 193 am ‘Mayiel\ ul se ‘@iaH ‘poo Jo uaup|iyd sy Sulaq jo jooud ay)
Se ‘U0139944NSal 15414 A3 JO Jamod ay3 JO UOoIPNPOIIUI BYL dARY am “(0g “deyd)
pauSielie aJe SISSED JUDIBHIP dY) UBYM ‘S990NppeS ay3 0} Jamsue SIH u|

‘(6T "deyd) 1uapioul ay3 4oy ade|d |BI1I0ISIY BY3 -
wia|esnuaf Jano sdaam aH aJay si 1| “wopSuly 3y} 3dnNPOJIUI 01 JBPJIO Ul ‘D4aY)



would keep them to the end; but he presses the power of that Spirit in con-
trast with the wisdom of the flesh, asserting that we, believers, have the
Spirit to search what the eye has not seen nor the ear heard - that these
things are revealed by the Spirit to whomsoever God pleases, communicated
by the Spirit, and received through the Spirit. We have thus revelation, in-
spired communication, and reception. (In chapter 2: 13, translate thus,
"communicating spiritual things by spiritual words.") Another important
thing is - we have the mind of Christ (chaps. 1, 2).

Then the apostle, having shown that he had rightly laid the foundation, puts
the building of God's building on the responsibility of those who carry it on,
chapter 3. He defends his own ministry and authority (chap. 4), and then
enters on details of conduct as to purity insisting on their exercising disci-
pline on the wicked, as to going to law, marriage, and eating things offered
to idols (chaps. 5-8). He again defends his own ministry, calls their attention
to the fact that they may be partakers of sacraments and be lost after all, but
in connection with the Lord's supper presses the point of not mixing them-
selves up with idolatry (chaps. 9, 10). Then, in chapter 11, he treats of come-
liness in any spiritual ministration, praying or prophesying, founding it upon
Christ being the Head of all men, and the subordinate headship of the man.
He then treats, from verse 17, of order in the assembly, and especially at the
supper of the Lord, giving at the same time a lesson of God's discipline in
contrast with condemnation.

The subject of spiritual manifestation follows - the place gifts hold, the unity
of the body, and individual membership of it (chap. 12). (Gifts are of the
Spirit; administration by them is under the Lord; the operations are divine -
of God.) He shows love to be better than the best gifts, the more excellent
way (chap. 13); and returning, in chapter 14, to gifts, shows that those in
which the understanding is in exercise are the most excellent, and that this
exercise is subject to those who have them, with a view to the edification of
all. He then treats (chap. 15) of the resurrection, of Christ's glory, and of ours
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sion, and dilating on some particular one which brings out some great moral
beauty and truth, such as the journey to Emmaus, and others. If we have the
case of Herod in Luke, and Pilate and Herod becoming friends through their
enmity to Christ, we have here also the thief on the cross, His opening para-
dise to him immediately in contrast with the kingdom, and His intercession
for the Jews. | may add, the uselessness of natural feeling for Christ where
He is not followed.

You may remark the power of Christ in unspent unexhausted life when com-
mending His spirit to the Father. The centurion owns Him here as the right-
eous man, and the effect also on the spectators and on Joseph the counsel-
lor is stated.

Besides the detail of the two going to Emmaus, we may remark that He
unfolds the scriptures, in chapter 24, to them, and makes Himself known to
them in that which was the sign of death. He presents Himself very fully as
the same man, Jesus' and eats in the presence of His disciples. He again
insists on the scriptures as to be fulfilled, and that, as the book which we
have in the Old Testament (law, prophets, and psalms) to this day. He opens
their understanding to understand the scriptures, insisting upon this, that
thus it is written. The mission given is that of repentance and remission of
sins in His name among all Gentiles, beginning at Jerusalem. They were to be
His witnesses, but were to wait for the promise of the Father, the Holy Ghost
from heaven; and, in the act of blessing them, He ascends.

We have nothing here of Galilee, which we have in Matthew and John,
where we have the Jewish thing. That was the connection with the remnant
of Israel, while this is His connection with heaven.

JOHN

In John we have the divine person of the Lord, specially as life and light, and,
supplementary to that, the sending of the Comforter down here in His place,
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thereby the righteousness of God in bearing with the sins of the saints dur-
ing the past time, and laying the present foundation of divine righteousness
for the time to come. From chapter 4 the apostle connects faith with the
resurrection after Christ's deliverance for our offences. In chapter 5 he ap-
plies this to justification and peace in the assurance of God's love, and traces
all up to Adam on one side, and to Christ on the other, as head, the law only
coming in by the bye. In chapter 6 he applies it to a godly life, and in chapter
7 to the law; unfolding in chapter 8 the full liberty the Christian himself ob-
tains by it, connected with the life and presence of the Spirit, God securing
all by what He is for us, and how all this is made good to us through Christ,
across all possible danger of separation from it. There are three parts in
chapter 8: first, the Spirit as life, going on to the resurrection of the body (v.
1-11); then the Holy Ghost as a separate person, dwelling in us for joy, and
sympathy with us in infirmities (v. 12-27); the third part (v. 28 to the end)
being God for us - life, God in us, and God for us.

Note another thing. Except just for bringing in Christ's intercession, you
never get His ascension in Romans, hence, not the unity of the body, which is
only alluded to in its practical effects (chap. 12), but the relationship of the
individual with God on the ground of grace reigning through righteousness -
God's righteousness being very definitely brought out in contrast with man's,
which has the law for its rule (this being useful to convict of transgression,
lust, and powerlessness when we have a good will).

From chapter 9 to 11 inclusive, Paul reconciles special promises to the Jews
with the no-difference doctrine of divine righteousness. In chapter 9, while
professing his own love to the Jews, he uses (while recognizing all their privi-
leges) the absolute sovereignty of God proved in their own history by the
exclusion of Ishmael and Esau though sons of Abraham and Isaac; confirming
this by the witness that it was only the sovereign mercy of God which had
spared them at Sinai: he uses, | say, this sovereign mercy to prove God's call
of Gentiles as well as Jews, confirming this by quotations from Hosea. He
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man go on to heaven, from whence the Son of man came down, where, in
His divine person, He is, and whereof He speaks. God loves the world, and
gives Him for individual faith not to perish. This introduces the cross, the Son
of man lifted up like the serpent - the Son of God given. Condemnation
hangs on believing or not in the Son of God, and it is because light is come
into the world, and men love darkness. This is a great moral truth altogether
outside Israel. He has fully revealed heaven as He knows it, and made man,
by believing in Him, fit for it. John then bears witness to Christ, in contrast
with himself and to his testimony, as divine and heavenly, as the One to
whom His Father has given all; believing in whom a man has life; not believ-
ing, will not see life, wrath abides on him. All this ministry was previous to
His entering on His public ministry, which took place after John's casting into
prison.

Chapter 4. The jealousy of the Jews drives Him from Judea. In the woman of
Samaria the new thing from outside and independent of Judaism is, in princi-
ple, brought in: God present to give, but in humiliation, which blessedly
inspires confidence to ask, and He gives the desire, and spiritual spring rising
to eternal life within man. But nature cannot receive spiritual things. God
reaches the conscience by the word. This is recognized as of Him, and then
Christ is known and owned as Saviour of the world. And though salvation be
of the Jews, God, who is a Spirit, must be worshipped in spirit and in truth.
And the Father (the name now revealed in grace) seeks such to worship Him,
meeting a needy soul. This is Jesus' joy in grace.

Chapter 5. Law, with all its ordinances, can do nothing through the weakness
of the flesh; but the truth now is, that the Father and the Son are working,
not man. They cannot have their Sabbath in sin and misery. Such a Sabbath
is not owned; but as the Father has life in Himself, so He has given to Jesus
the Son to have life in Himself, and He quickens whom He will; and commit-
ted all judgment to Him,* that all should honour Him as they honour the
Father. There is no confusion in these ways of honouring Him. He who hears
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the Holy Ghost going to mere Gentiles in the great Grecian capital, Antioch.
The connection is still kept up by the apostles sending Barnabas there, who
goes and fetches Saul. We have then the testimony through prophets
(another sign of the Holy Ghost), this same connection being maintained in
another way, The prophets come from Jerusalem, and in result they of An-
tioch send help to those in Judea. We have then the proof of the service of
angels to the church. This closes this part of the Acts.

The Holy Ghost now calls, through prophets, for the separation of Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which He had called them, and they are sent forth
by the Holy Ghost. It is a new kind of apostle. The first thing we find is a
figure of the total blinding of the Jews who resist the Holy Ghost, and the
eyes of Gentiles opened to believe. Notwithstanding this, Paul (for he is now
called Paul) according to the Lord's mind goes always first to the Jews, and
afterwards to the Greeks. John Mark leaves them. After having preached
round, they choose elders for the churches, of whom we here read first
among Gentiles. He then returns to Antioch, and there we find what the
laying on of hands had been: that is, they had been recommended to the
grace of God for the work which they had now fulfilled. "And there they
abode long time with the disciples."

The church having now been freely established on heavenly principles out-
side Jerusalem, Satan seeks to introduce confusion by bringing in the law
upon them; and God, to maintain unity, causes the matter to be referred to
Jerusalem, so that the apostles there, and the church, should themselves
declare the Gentiles free. The points to which they were subjected were not
introduced by the law, but expressed the title of God in Himself and to all
life, and the maintenance of the original purity in which God had originally
constituted man upon earth. | see authority here within the church in the
apostles. "It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us," with perfect liberty
of ministry. They dismiss Judas and Silas; and then we get another thing, Paul
gathering fellow-labourers round himself: first Silas, then Timothy, whom he
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In chapter 9 He gives eyes to see. This is by incarnation, which in itself gives
no sight, but when by the Spirit and word, He is thereupon known as the
sent One, it does. He is confessed as Prophet, and then believed as Son,
through the word received. The sheep are thus put out, but He goes before.

Chapter 10 gives us His care of them. He comes in by the appointed way;
then He is the appointed way, giving salvation, liberty, and pasture; He lays
down His life for the sheep, yet knows them, and they Him still - as His Fa-
ther knew Him, and He His Father; laying down His life, He becomes the
especial object and motive for His Father's love. He has other sheep
(Gentiles), and there is to be one flock (not fold), one Shepherd. He goes
from His obedient lowliness to being one with His Father. Father and Son are
the names of grace.

In chapter 11 He is declared Son of God by resurrection-power. He is the
Resurrection and Life. This answers to the character of His presence. When
present, the dead live - the living do not die. But while showing divine
power, He is the dependent Son as man - feels for and with us, but is always
heard.

In chapter 12 He is Son of David, and the time of His glory as Son of man is
come; but then He must die. But before this He is received at Bethany,
where the taught remnant enter into His death, laying the ground for the
new thing, while thereon the enmity ripens. His death, as rejected by the
hopeless and judicially blinded hostility of Israel, now comes fully before us.

Chapter 13. His departure does not close His service to His disciples. He fits
them to be with Him when He cannot stay with them; and this is essentially
necessary according to His true nature and glory. He came from God, and
went to God, and the Father had given all things into His hand. Perfect origi-
nal, and now in human nature continued divine purity and perfectness, and
glorious position, with man traitorously hostile, He loved His own in this
world absolutely and through all to the end. And having regenerated them
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Chapter 21. Next comes the great gathering of the millennial time, when the
net does not break at all: Christ had some already on shore; these are
brought in from the great waters. Peter, restored, has to care for Christ's
sheep, specially the Jewish flock; John is left to watch in his ministry over the
church saints and witness of God till Christ comes: this carries us on to the
Apocalypse. Thus we have the Peter ministry of the Jewish church with
John's epistles and Apocalypse (these refer to Christ's appearing). The Paul
ministry comes in between, and speaks of the hidden mystery, the church
and the rapture, before the appearing.

ACTS

This book, at its beginning, links directly on to the close of Luke, and we find
the disciples acting in the intelligence of the scriptures without the power of
the Holy Ghost yet given. Then, the Acts of the Apostles embraces the reve-
lation of the gift of the Holy Ghost and His workings: first, at Jerusalem,
where He is rejected by Israel; next, in His free operation outside Israel; and,
lastly, in Paul, connected with the revelation of the church among the Gen-
tiles at large, closing with his being delivered by the Jews to the Gentiles and
his being sent a prisoner to Rome.

The coming of the Holy Ghost, while not undoing the result of Babel, over-
leaps it in grace by the gift of tongues, the first sign of His presence. We see
the moral effects of His presence in devotedness and unity, and, forming the
assembly, the remnant in Israel are added to it. "The Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved." But He still proposes to Israel the
return of Christ (founded on Christ's intercession on the cross) upon their
repentance; while declaring that the heavens must receive Him till the times
when all that the prophets had said should be established; but Israel rejects
His testimony. The Holy Ghost thus come down is received of Christ for this,
consequent on His exaltation. They pursue their testimony in patience in
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In chapter 15 Christ replaces Israel, the old but not true vine on the earth,
and the disciples are branches, clean through the word. The Father purified
the fruit-bearing - cut off the unfruitful branches. They were to abide in Him,
and He in them. If a man (not they) did not, he would be cast out and burnt.
If they abode in Him, and His words abode in them, they would dispose of
power. Dependence, confidence first, Christ's words - the forming desires
and thoughts next. In bearing fruit they would resemble Him.

Next, they were to abide in His love, This by obedience; and all this that their
joy might be full. They were to love one another, as He had loved them. He
laid down His life for His friends: they were such (not He their friend - that
He is to sinners; but they His) - this that they might love one another. The
world would hate them, as it had Him. Next, the Comforter would come, and
testify of Him. He would as glorified send Him; and they would testify of Him
as having been with Him.

Note in chapter 14 the Father sends the Comforter, He brings all to their
remembrance that He had said to them. Thus their witness was made good.
But He would also reveal His heavenly glory. Here He sends Him from the
Father.

Chapter 16 is the Comforter, as present down here and His work in the world
and in the church, in contrast with their own state in a hostile world and
blinded Judaism. The disciples, absorbed with their loss, did not look to what
God was bringing about; yet the Comforter's presence was worth His leaving.
He would demonstrate to the world sin, righteousness, and judgment - sin in
rejecting Christ; for His presence proved the rejected one, gone to the Father
- righteousness, as He, having deserved it, was there (God's righteousness),
and the world (disciples and all), who had rejected Him, would never see
Him again. The breach was absolute. The world was convinced of judgment,
because its prince was judged who had led it against Christ, in that the proof
that Christ's power over him and his wickedness was there. Judgment was
proved, for Satan's position was a judged one already. The Comforter would
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