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This passage depicts a dark day in the history of Jerusalem. lavaesy

of trouble" and "perplexity." The walls of the city were broken down and
the enemy was'at the gate." The inhabitants of Jerusalem saw their
choice valleys filled with chariots, atite horsemen of their enemy at the
gate. To defend themselves they look&d the armour of the house of
the forest."They saw alstthe breaches of the city of Davidghd made

the most desperate efforts to stop the breaches, even breaking down the
houses to fortify the walls.

Alas, in the day of their trouble, they missed the mind of the Lord, and
this in a threefold way.

ARSI, they entirely failed to see that th&rouble" and"perplexity"t the
enemy at the gate and the breaches in tvall T were "by" or "from the

Lord God of Hosts.They overlooked the first great cause of all their
trouble and, looking merely at second causes, could only see that an
enemy had made the breaches. They did not see that the Lord was behind
all, and that,in His righteous judgment He had allowed the enemies of
Israel to make the breaches in the wall because of their sin and folly.

SEOONDLY, though they made the most strenuous efforts to repair the
breaches, yet, in their trouble and perplexity, they did hobk to the
Lord. The Lord has to say, "Thou didst look in that day to the armour” . . .
"but ye have not looked unto the Maker thereof, neither had respect unto
Him, that fashioned it long ago.”

THIRDLY, the Lord called "to weeping and to mourning,” amdtead they
abandoned themselves to feasting and drinking, for they said, "Let us eat
and drink for tomorrow we die." They pursued their course, as if all would
be well, with utter indifference as to results and without a thought as to
the future.

In this the close of the Christian dispensation, the people of God again
find themselves ifa day of trouble"and "perplexity,”according to that
word which tells usin the last days perilousmes shall come.’2 Timothy

31

We may truly say the enemy is at the gate eveelsng to break up and
scatter the people of God, and our hands are weakened for resisting the
enemy by reason of the breaches in the wall. Hence the words of the

prophet still carry with them warning, as well as guidance, for those who
are in a like condion, and who have ears to hear, fwhatsoever things
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were written aforetime were written for our learning that we through
endurance and encouragement of the scriptures might have hope."
Romansl5:4

Before, however, we seek to apply the lessonssafah 22 it maybe well

to take a general view of the condition in which the people of God find
themselves today, and the distinct activities of the Spirit of God during the
past four centuries. In this period there have been, we judge,

THREE GREAT MOVEMENTS of the SRIGOD.

HRST, no true believer can ever cease to thank God for that mighty work
of the Spirit in the early part of the sixteenth century by which we have
gained an open Bible in a language to be understood, and the general
knowledge of gospel truths byhich the soul is saved and established in
its individual relationships with God. The peace and religious liberty we
enjoy today, we owe, under the good hand of God, to that noble band of
reformers who in the face of deadly opposition, proclaimed the truths
which in many cases cost them suffering, persecution, and a martyr's
death.

We must not, however, make the Reformation the measure of divine
truth. The movement, in the hands of men, essentially took a reforming
character. It left believers associated &iber in reformed churches, but

it in nowise attempted to gather believers after the pattern of the
primitive Church. Indeed the question of the true nature and character of
the Church was never directly raised by the Reformers. The Church was
not in any tue sense separated from the world; on the contrary, the
reformation placed the Church, in general, under subjection to the State
in order to free it from subjection to the Pope. The movement did not
give Christ His place, in heaven, as the Head of thecGhuhich is His
body, nor did it give the Holy Spirit His place on earth as dwelling in and
with believers as the House of God. National churches were instituted
and, as it has been truly said, "Churches finding their limits in the
circumference of the aantries inhabited by those of whom they formed
part, is that which the Word of God makes not the least allusion to. Such
Churches cannot either in fact or in affection be the Bride of Christ. They
are necessarily in relation with the country wherein theg éormed. The
unity of the body of Christ is lost to them."



With the nationalizationof Churches there speedily set in the decay of
vital power. The name and doctrines of Christianity were still adhered to
as a creed, to which the natural man could sulizzr but only a few
names left in the book of liféRev. 3: $. The great reformation movement
has resulted in a vast number that profess Christ with comparatively few
that have life in Christ. The movement which, in the power of God,
commenced so brighthsoon degenerated in the hands of men, into a
system of orthodox profession of which the Lord has to S§akpu hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead."

At the dawn of the eighteenth century this lifeless profession had reached
its deepest depths of déness and decline. "Natural theology without a
single distinctive doctrine of Christianity, cold morality, or barren
orthodoxy, formed the staple teaching both in church and chapel.
Sermons everywhere were little better than miserable moral essays
utterly devoid of anything likely to awaken, convert, or save souls.” But
when all was at the worst there was amongst English speaking races, in
the early part of the eighteenth century&OOND great movement of the
Spirit of God, who wrought in mighty savingwsr. Evangelists were
raised up to proclaim the glad tidings. Whitfield, Wesley, Grimshaw,
Berridge and very many other earnest and devoted servants of the Lord
went throughout the land warning sinners of judgment to come, arousing
consciences to a sensd oeed, and bringing relief and salvation to
thousands upon thousands through the preaching of Christ and Him
crucified. We may truly thank God for this devoted band of preachers
without shutting our eyes to the weakness of the movement in the hands
of men It is manifest that at its best it did not go beyond a gospel that
aims to meet the need of man. It stopped short of that fuller gospel
preached by the Apostle Paul that, entirely setting aside man in the flesh,
links the believer with Christ in the gigrthus constituting the Christian a
heavenly man. It brought blessing to the sinner, but left him in the world
with the idea of making it a better and a brighter place. The result has
been that worldliness, ecclesiastical and political, has become a
prominent characteristic of the evangelical movement. In the sincere
desire to reach the masses, every endeavour has been mapepolarize
the truth and make it more or less attractive to the natural mind. Every
effort has been made to impress the natural may the aid of music and
other human means. Hence the levity, and often even vulgarity, that so
largely disfigures this movement in the present day. Moreover, another
great weakness of the movement is its individualism. Its great aim and
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end is the blessm of individuals; it presents no true conception of the
Church whether in its formation, its present administration or its future
glory. All these essential truths of Christianity are entirely outside the
scope of the Evangelical movement. Souls are tcolyverted, for which

we may thank God, but the movement as such leaves the converted souls
in the various religious systems of men.

Coming now to the early part of the nineteenth century we findHiRD
movement of the Spirit of God. Between 1829 and 183few devoted
Christians in Dublin seceded from the established Church and met
together, at first in a private way, to remember the Lord in the breaking of
bread and for prayer and study of the Word. Very shortly, in different
parts of the United Kingdongthers separated from the National Church
and independent bodies, and met together in a similar way in simple faith
in God without any human leadership. Taking the Scriptures as their only
and sufficient authority and in dependence upon the guidance ofHbby
Spirit, they speedily learned the great truths concerni@rist and the
Church"which had been lost to the Lord's people from the days of the
apostles They realized th&hrist is the Head of the Churcland thatall
believers are members of one By on earth united to the Head in
heaven and to one another, by the Holy SpiritHaving thus discovered
the great central truth of the dispensation, at once every other truth
received a fuller and deeper meaning. The gospel was seen and preached
in its funess. The prophetic Scriptures were opened up more fullythad
coming of the Lord was seen to be the immediate hope of the Chutch
connection with the revival of these truths there was a corresponding life
of "good works"and separation from every fom of worldliness.

It is, however, of the first importance to see the distinctive character of
this movement. It was essentially a separative movement. Hitherto the
true people of God had been held captive in the great religious systems of
men whether Papla National, or Nonconformist. Though converted they
remained in these religious systemblow, for the first time, large
numbers were set free from the bondage of these mamade systems.

The reason of this separating action of tbe Spirit of God is clda. T
moment had at last come when God, in His mercy, was about to revive
the truth concerning Christ and His Church. Anyone instructed, according
to Scripture, will at once see that it was impossible to remain in
connection with the systems of men, and, &etsame time, hold and
practice the truths concerning the Church whether viewedhesbody of

5



Christor the House of GodIt was indeed as with Israel of old; when the
moment came to rebuild the House of God, it became an absolute
necessity to set free emnant of Israel from the mass of the nation in
captivity, and bring them back to the Land, the true ground for God's
people in that day.

Moreover, as with Israel of old the adversary attacked, both by subtlety
and open hostility, the little remnant thegought to build the House of the
Lord, so the enemy set to work to mar the testimony of those who were
once more seeking to walk according to the principles of the House of
God. Alas! he has so far succeeded that this little remnant of God's
people, who wee once united in the truth, have by numerous divisions,
been scattered and broken up into various companies. What then we may
ask has been

THE CAUSE OF DIVISIONS?

We may well ask ourselves how is it that the enemy has been allowed to
bring about these distrous divisions among this little remnant of God's
people? In order to understand the underlying causes of division let us
remember there are two great facts on which hang all the distinguishing
truths of Christianity which were recovered by this lastvament of God.
FIRSThat Christ is seated as Son of Man in the glory of G&CONEhat

the Holy Spirit as a Divine Person is dwelling in and with believers on the
earth. We do not forget thaevery blessing enjoyed by the saints in this
dispensation, aswvell as in the past and in the future, is secured by the
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesubut the particular blessings
which belong exclusively to Christianity are secured by these two
immense facts, only true in this dispensation, that theraiMan in the
highest place in glory, and a Divine Person on earth. By the Holy Spirit
believers on earth have been united to one another to form that mystic
body of which Christ in heaven is the Head. Then, as we have already
seen, these truths, and all & they involve, can only be known in power
by those who have taken a place in separation from the great religious
systems of men which, by their constitution, their teaching and their
practice, are a denial of the truth of the Church as unfolded in Soept

In the light of these truths we judge the root causes of all divisions will be
found to lie in three solemn facts:



1% - We have failed to walk in the Spirit.
2"- We have not held the Head.

3"Y_We have not maintained that holy separation without
which it is impossible to act in accordance with these
truths.

This, however, calls for further explanation. The movement of the last
century to which we have referred was essentially a spiritual movement.
The return, in any measure, to the principles angaqtice of the great
truths of the Assembly, as unfolded in the epistles, was a return to ground
on which there was no room for the activity and devices of religious flesh.
It was ground which, being divineguld only be taken and maintained in

the power of the Spirit We cannot read the early chapters of the Acts
without being struck by the fact that the Church on earth was not only
formed by the Holy Spirit, but was maintained by men who were filled
with the Holy Spirit, and acting in the power of their@pby spiritual
means. On the day of Pentecost the disciples were all filled with the Holy
Ghost and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Brought before the rulers, Peter is filled with the Spirit when
he confounds his opments. Later we reatthey were all filled with the
Holy Ghost and they sga the word of God with boldsg' Acts 4:31. To

meet the temporal needs of believers, men were appointed full of the
Holy Ghost. The adversaries of Stephen could not resist the Spirit by
which he spoke, and at his martyrdorhé' being filled with the Holy Spirit
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing on the right hand of GodAtts 7:55

From this rapid survey of these early scenes it is manifest that whether it
was the formation of the Church, or the maintenance of the Church
against the attacks of the enemy; whether it was preaching to sinners or
ministering to the saints, all was one in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
by men who were filled with the Spirit. Theewas an entire absence of all
the religious machinery and carnal methods by which the varied religious
systems of today seek to conduct their services and retain their hold on
the people.

It must be plain that if all were walking in the Spirit, we shoblkl
perfectly joined together, in the same mind and in the same judgment.
There would be no occasion for a divided judgment. There may indeed be
different apprehensions of divine trutlt, some see farther than others,
T but if controlled by the same Spiadl look in the same direction. There
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may be different views of the same object even as the gospels present
different views of the life of Christ yet all are in perfect accord because
presented by the same Spir{tl Cor. 12: 4, 8, 9, 11).

What then is tle cause of strife and divisions? Does it not lie in the fact
that in the Christian there are two opposing powers, the flesh and the
Spirit, and these are contrary the one to the other. To be in agreement
with one another we must be controlled by the samewer. If two
Christians are controlled by the Holy Spirit thewill be in accordlf both

are controlled by the flesh they may be in accord. But if one is controlled
by the Spirit and the other by the flesh there must be conflict, "the
flesh lusteth agmst the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesfifiere
must be strife when the flesh and the Spirit come into collision whether it
be in an individual or in a companizal. 5: 17)

Now the movement to which we have referred called for and necessitated
a spirituality for which the mass were not prepared. So it came to pass
with the increase of numbers there was a decrease of spirituality. The
flesh acted and fleshly methods crept in with the result that there was
collision between those seeking to walkgither in the line of the Spirit
and those acting in a more fleshly way. It has been truly said "the more
we investigate, the better we shall see that the cause of strife generally
between any two Christians is, that one has allowed human
considerations osome kind to sway him, while the other, with a more
single eye, considers for the Lord only."

Here then lies one great root cause of all divisions. We have not walked,
nor held the truth, in the power and grace of the Holy Spirit; nor
submitted to His gidance and control, with the result that there has been
the increasing intrusion of the flesh, and its methods, leading to endless
strife, confusion and division.

There is, however, as we have said, another great cause of divisiens;
have not held the Had. One has said "while we havbeorized about
Christ as Head (and consequently as our Resource, instead of the
machinery of the denominations) we have never known how to use Him
when difficulty has come in. Where we should have referred the matter to
Him, and waited for His solution, there has been the impatience and zeal
of the flesh that would put forth its hand for the steadying of the Ark with
the resultant smiting from the hand of the Lord." We have held the truth
of the Head, we would have died ftire truth, and yet all the time it may

be, we have not held the Head. To hold the truth of the Head is merely to
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hold the doctrine, and so far right; bt hold the Head is to turn to the
One who is the Head and use the resources that are in Him as thedHe
We have made the mistake of looking for power and wisdom and
guidance in the Church and our conceptions of it; and thus in our
difficulties and perplexities we have looked to teachers, leaders, and
gifted men in the Church, rather than to the One wkahe Head of the
Church and in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead. We have not
turned to Him and spread out before Him all our difficulties and
differences of judgment. With a measure of knowledge of divine
principles we have assumed competencyafaply these principles in the
difficulties that have arisen, forgetting that however correct our principles
they can only be rightly applied under the direction, and by the wisdom
and perfect knowledge of the Head. We have discussed difficulties
amongst airselves, and trusted in men rather than in Christ the Head;
with the result that we have been left very largely to our own devices. As
we read of the godly Hezekiah, there came a moment in his history when
"Godleft him, to try him, that he might know athat was in his heart(2
Chron. 32: 31)We have failed to hold the Head and we have been "left"
to do what is right in our own eyes, and the outcome has been sorrow
upon sorrow and division upon division.

Moreover, have we nofailed in the maintenanceof that holy separation
which in the beginning was such a prominent mark of this spiritual
movement, and without which all else is in vain? In the history of the
remnant who returned from the captivity to build the house of the Lord,
the first attack of tle enemy was an effort to break down their holy
separation by the attempt to form an unequal alliance to do the work of
the Lord(Ezra 4: 2)And so also in regard to those who, in obedience to
the Word, have gone forth from the great religious systems tvhiave
been formed by sincere men after the pattern of the Cafgb. 13: 13),
has there not been a constant effort by the enemy to entangle them again
in these systems, and thus lead them to surrender or nullify the great
truths concerning Christ and th€hurch which can only be held and
enjoyed by a separated people? As we have seen with the remnant in the
days of Ezra, the plea of service to the Lord's people and furthering the
Lord's work, has been constantly advanced in order to justify a return to,
or service in connection with, these corrupt religious systems in which so
many of God's dear people are held in bondage. Those caught by this
share forget that the measure of our preparation for the Master's use is
the measure of our separation from all thé contrary to the Lord
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outwardly and inwardly2 Tim. 2: 1922). We do well to remember that if

we have separated from these systems in spite of true people of God
being in them, it cannot be right to return to these systems because they
are there. Futermore, we must not forget thathe Lord knows full well
how to care for His beloved sheep wherevéney may be found, and
that He will not let them suffer kecause we, in obedience to H@&ord

and faithfulness to Himself, refuse to go back to the systemswhich
they may be found.

These then are, we believe, the great root causes of divisione have

not maintained separatiom we have not walked in the Spirit we have

not held the Head. Moreover, a little thought will shaWat the root
causes of the divisions that have marred this last great movement of the
Spirit of God, are the same causes that brought all the ruin into the early
Church. The practical setting aside of the Holy Spirit by fleshly expedients,
the absolute igoring of the Church's Head in heaven by setting up a
visible head on earth, and the formation of unholy alliances with the
world, are the outstanding sins of Christendom, which have involved the
ruin of the Church on earth and are leading to the final stpoy. As we
have seen, the Spirit of God, in the last century, led a great number of the
people of God to separate from the systems of men to walk in the light of
the truth as taught in the epistles, and maintained in the Church at the
beginning; but, als, very soon there came breakdown in practice by
falling into the failures of the Church in its early days, when it departed
from first love and allowed the world a place inside. The result is, as with
Israel of old, the enemy is at the gate and there lareaches in the wall.

EFFORTS TO HEAL THE BREACHES.

Like Israel of old many have fallen into the snare (that looks so
commendable and plausible) of endeavouring to heal the breaches by
human efforts and human expedients. These efforts have taken two
forms.

HARST, an effort has been made to heal the breaches by leaders in
different sections of brethren conferring together in the hope of removing
difficulties and coming to some understanding.

SEOOND, an effort has been made, and is still being made, on the gk
more or less gifted individuals to bring about healing by ministering in
meetings where they would not or could not break bread.
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Both are the worldly methods adopted by the religious world with the
hope of removing the scandal of the great religimests, and of arriving

at some form of religious unity. The one égclesiastical conferenceand

the other by exchange of pulpits Seeing the true character of these
methods, as being merely human expedients savouring of the world and
its principles, thee can be little wonder that both have signally failed.

The reason of this failure is fairly obvious. As to HRST METHOD 1 the
attempt to stop the breaches by way of conferenteit must be clear
that if any healing could be accomplished on the grooha few leading
brothers having settled their differences it could hardly be anything but
an amalgamation of parties which would set aside the great principles of
the Church of God, and leave the consciences of the mass totally
unexercised. Moreover, sucltonferences have been almost wholly
occupied with discussing details of doctrines and practices in the past
which were believed to be the primary cause of these divisions. The
inevitable result has been that each sought to justify his own position. In a
word, these conferences were concerned with second causes rather than
with the great first causes of division to which we have already referred.
Occupied with second causes it is easy to find much that is right, and
much that is wrong, on all sides. Occupiwith first causes we should
have found in our common failure a common ground of confession before
the Lord.

As to the SEQOOND METHOD 1 certain brothers essaying to minister
where they cannot break bread it may well be advanced that to
associate in preding and ministry with those with whom | cannot
identify myself in the breaking of bread in their community is to place the
need of man, and the care of saints, on a higher plane than the glory of
Christ. If some solemn matter has arisen which prevents haying
fellowship with saints in the highest and holiest of Christian privileges,
how can | consistently have fellowship with them in service? To ignore the
higher claim while endeavouring to carry out the lower is surely putting a
slight upon Christ. Momver, those who act upon this principle are
generally, sooner or later, drawn back into the great systems of men from
which they formerly separated, under the plea of helping the Lord's
people in these systems. They ask, "What harm is there in joiningein t
work of the Lord with those with whom we cannot break bread?" But it is
not long before such reverse their question and, with every show of
reason, ask, "Why not break bread with those with whom we work?" The
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