David had involved his conscience beyond, it may be, what any saint
of God had ever done. The scatlet, crimson colour of his sin was deep
indeed. We need not rehearse the particulars of it. And deeply indeed he had
been convicted. Many of the Psalms may tell us this, and much of the history

" as he calls

which we get in chapters preceding this. And in "his last words,
his utterance here, we may see the same — that he had been thoroughly
convicted. For he owns that his house was not with God as it ought to have
been — and this was the fruit of his own sin. He had himself brought a
sword into it, that was never to be sheathed till he had given up that house to
another. But, though thus convicted, thus taking knowledge of the judgments
which had overtaken him, he yet confides — and utters his confidence in
these "his last words" in very blessed language indeed. He talks of future and
everlasting blessedness, perfect in its character, clear and certain in the title he

had to it. It was, as he says, "ordered in all things and sure."

And he can speak of the judgment of "the sons of Belial." This is very
striking. In the day of his sin, he had been called by this very name. "Come
out, thou bloody man, thou man of Belial," Shimei had said to him. And he
would not answer Shimei. He rather owned that God had given him his
commission thus to charge him. Sons of Belial might, therefore, say he was as
bad as they. But in the face of all this, he is not afraid: nor does he hesitate to
pronounce their judgment, confident that in the riches of grace, however they
might convict him, God had separated him from them. As Peter can face and
challenge the Jews as deniers of the Lord, the Holy One and the Just, though
he himself had been, literally and simply, a denier of Him himself. And Paul
can condemn his own nation for the very things that had distinguished his
own guilt. (1 Thess. 2: 15.)

This was a wonderful utterance of a man "convicted yet confiding." It was a
voice heard from the realms of #he restored. David was not merely a sinner
then, looking forth from his self-wrought ruins to the God of salvation. He
was a restored backslider, looking from amid the terrible ruins which he had
brought upon himself, and out of which he was never to escape while be,
lived, to Him who was his in bonds that would hold for eternity. And this
gives this utterance eminent peculiarity. It is a voice heard from the realms of

the restored.

Convicted Yet
Confiding

J. G. Bellett
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