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PREFACE.

The preface of a book is usually the apology for its existence. The Author
not tender one in this case, the occasion for its appearandegofar too grave.
Scotland has lately been convulsed by a judgment of the House of Lords, W
was the result of an appeal to it to decid®hich is the Churchéntitled to
certain temporalities.

"The Battle of the Churches" has drawn the eyes of Chrigten on the
combatants, and in many a mind raised a doubt as to the reality of Christiar
while numbers of the sheep and lambs of Christ's true flock have been fl
into distress and perplexity of mind. Under these circumstances it cannot
contended hat an inquiry in Scripture as What is the Churchi® superfluous.

If the reader suggest that the inquiry might with more propriety have con
from another quarter than the pen of an M.D., the Author ventures to reg
that he is but walking in the stepd “"Luke, the beloved physician," in using h
pen in divine things. That Gdtwnoured physician was inspired by the Hol
Ghost to write the Gospel which bears his name and also the Acts of
Apostles, from which much in the following pages has beeedull

To inspiration the Author, of course, makes no pretence whatever. At the se
time he gladly owns his implicit faith in all the Scriptures as-lFedthed, their
plenary inspiration being no matter of doubt with him.

His happy work has been to make appeal, not to the House of Lords, but t¢
the Word of the LORD, which endureth for ever.

"Thus saith the LORD," was the credential of all His messengers in days
by, and "thus saith the LORD" is, in divine things, the only Court of Ap
today.

W. T.P. W.
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A NEW DEPARTURE.

In touching the subject of the Church, | thiitkwill help us very much if we
notice what a complete and perfect change in the ways of God, and in
teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, occurs in this sixteenth chapter of Matth
It is a very common thought in the minds of Christians today, that3edy of
dealing with man has been pretty much the same all along the line; that w
we have in the Old Testament, in relation to Judaism, affords a certain mea:
of divine light as to the Church, and that while Christianity gives us a great
more, it is but a continuation of Judaism.

Now this is a great mistake, and if that thought is in our minds, we shall hav
dismiss it, for this reasom that the Old Testament says nothing whateve
about the Church. It gives us God's dealings with an eapthbple, whereas
the Church is heavenly in its nature. Until Christ died and rose ag
redemption being accomplished, the veil rent, Christ gone on high as Man,
the Holy Ghost come down, there could not be that which you find the N
Testament speaksf as the Church of Gad Christ's Assembly. In the chapte
before us the Lord announces a most important thing to Peter. There \
something He was about to build. Let us hear His teaching. What we have t
is not to be careful to retain what we may haveceived from any human
source as to this subject, but to see that what we believe we have recei
from God. God's Word is our only lesdomok, and the sooner we are quit of
what is not found in God's Word the better, because it is valueless. We ¢gn
grow by the truth, and be formed by the truth, and therefore the importance
the word, "Buy the truth, and sell it not" (Prov. 23: 23). If someone says to |
"You are wrong about the Church," my reply is, "Then set me right, becau
want to be righ. | want to have the truth, and | take it you do also.

Let us inquire what is the change in the ways of God to which | have refer
The apostle Paul wrote thusNow | say that Jesus Christ was a minister of th
circumcision for the truth of God, to cdinm the promises made unto the
fathers" (Rom. 15: 8).If | understand the meaning of Jesus Christ being
minister of the circumcision," it is that He was the One who came to fulfil to {
Jew the promises made by God to the fathers. Further, He canmdieg to

prophecy, and in fulfilment of prophecy. How was He received? We are t
"He came unto his own, and his own received him n@ibhn 1: 11)They did
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not want and would not have Him. That opened the way for God's eter
purpose regarding the Qinch to come out. Hence that scripture goes on t
describe what is known in Christianity the distinctive blessing of those wha
believed in Jesus "But as many as received him, to them gave he power t
become the sons of God, even to them that believehimname"(John 1: 12).

God's principle of action was thi§jo the Jew first,"and to the Jew the blessed
Lord came. The promises made by God to the fatbhets Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacobrt are often alluded to in Scripture, and are all in relation tei€¢hwho
was the seed of Abraham, the One of whom it is writt&N] the promises of
God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by (@sCor. 1:
20). The descendants of Abraham, brought out of Egypt, were put ug
redemption ground by tB Red Sea typically the death and resurrection of
Christ; then they voluntarily placed themselves under law, only to break it.

The OId Testament gives us the history of the complete testing and thoro
breakdown of the first man, no matter where youdihim, or his progeny. That
was the time of the testing of the first man in responsibility, and began to dr
to its close at the moment of which Scripture saiBut when the fulness of
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made un(
the law" (Gal. 4: 4).

When man had been tried and tested in every possible way, and, on accou
their sin and idolatry, God had been compelled to root out His chosen pec
Israel from Palestine, and they had been carried captive to Assyria and Bal
(though a remnant somewhat later had been recovered and brought back
Judea), God sent forth His Son. The fulness of the time was when the com
ruin of everything put into man's hands in responsibility was manifest.

Then came the Lord Jesus Chpistsonally, and He was the last test. Man we
tested in innocence, he failed: without law, he was lawless: under law, he w
law-breaker. When God appealed to His people Israel by His prophéts we
read,"l have even sent unto you all my servants tipeophets, daily rising up
early and sending them{Jer. 7: 25X they did not heed them. When John the
Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, came, thépew him not, but did unto him
whatsoever they listed'(Matt. 17: 12).
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The last test was in the Person @bd's Son, and the effect of that was WhJ
makes the Gospel of Matthew so interesting. Christ was the fulfiller of

t
all

promise even as He was the subject of prophecy, hence all the Old Testament

prophecies relate to Him, and give glowing descriptions &f gfory of the
kingdom in which He will yet be manifested, and in which there will be bless
for man upon earth. He was the One who should come to fulfil prophecy.
was the Messiah whom God had promised. Hence, to be the fulfilment of
prophecies tlat announced the full realisation of God's promises, Jesusis
own Son, the Messiah, the King of the Jewsame.

Now notice, please, that the Gospel of Matthew emphatically presents Jesu
the King of the Jews, and they are tested by Christ as shéh.a€counts for
this saying in our chaptetThen charged he his disciples that they should te
no man that he was the ChristMatt. 16: 20, R.V.)Had that truth come out?

ing
He
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It had. Was He the Christ? Undoubtedly. But here He says, Tell them no rnore

that | am the Christ. Why this remarkable charge? Because all the proofs g
of His Messiahship had been in vain to the nation. If you read it carefully
will find Matthew's Gospel incontestably gives you the continuous presentat
of Christ to the Jewss their King, their Messiah, their Head, with all th
necessary proofs of the glory of His Person, and His title to the throne of Da

A glance at the chapters which precede the sixteenth, which | have read to
will make this plain. Matthew 1 givass His genealogy as Son"Bfavid the
king" (ver. 6) and demonstrates His indefeasible title to the throne of David.
Matthew 2 the wise men of the East came to Jerusalem inquirisi¢hére is he
that is born King of the Jews&s a result His life is sght, and He is taken to
Egypt, to fulfil Scripturéver. 15) In Matthew 3 He comes back to Galilee, an
at the end of those wonderful thirty years of private life, of deep interest to tj
spiritual mind, but of which God has told us little, He emergemes to John
to be baptized, and he baptized Him. What is the result? Praying at His bapi
the heavens are opened, the Spirit like a dove descends upon this blessed
and the Father's voice is heard declaritighis is my beloved Son, in whom
am wdl pleased" (vers. 16, 17) The Baptist heard and saw this, and h
testimony, as recorded by John the Evangelist,/Asd | knew him not: but he
that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom tho
shalt see the Spirit descending, diremaining on him, the same is he which
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And | saw, and bare record that this is the S
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of God" (John 1: 33).The Baptist's clarion voice, that had already rur
throughout Israel, charged on them their sins, and roused mudlis to
repentance, had from that moment a sweeter tale to tell, viz., This is the So
God, fulfiller of prophecy, and promise likewise, and He which baptizeth w
the Holy Ghost.

Long before John's day, God, by the pen of David, had writieme kirgs of
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against ti
Lord, and against his anointed . . . yet have | set my king upon my holy hill
Zion. | will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my S
this day have begotten thee"(Ps. 2: 2, 6, 7)\When was that fulfilled? At His
incarnation, when He came into the world. In the day of His birth He is ow!

by God as His Son, in fulfilmentRdalm 2and in the day of His baptism He i3

announced to be such from thepened heavens by the Father's voice. But th
Jews did nohearthe Father norseeJesus at Jordan, and, alas, they did n
believethat the Scriptures which so plainly marked Him out to be the Son
God found their answer and fulfilment in Him. They weret, however,

incredulous about the Old Testament in that day. It is very strange h
incredulous men are in this day. Are you incredulous? If you are, | pity yo
you are missing a great deal. At Jordan, the Father announces the glorious
that the lowly praying Man whom John baptized was His beloved Son, in wh
was all His delight, and John the Baptist passed on the word, which Peter b
confession and others bring out later.

Then inMatthew 4 we have the Temptation in the wilderness. He who weaes t
true King, ere He goes out into the scene of man's misery and sin to de
him, defeats the usurper, Satan. He becomes the moral victor of the enemy
never departing from the place He had taken of dependence and obedience
Man. Thereafter we hava summary of the wonderful deeds He @se vers.
23, 24)t miracles which proved Him to be the Messiah of whom Isaiah sp¢
(Isa. 35).Then in the secalled Sermon on the Mount, we find Matthew 5, 6,
7, what are manifestly the laws of His kingdamthe principles which should
characterise those who enter it.

Matthew 8 and 9bring together twelve remarkable miracles, which declare tk
powers of His kingdom, and reveal the loving and tender heart of the K
attesting His Messiahship to the uttermo#t.Matthew 10 He sent His disciples

out to preach the kingdom. Was their testimony believed? Alas, no!
7
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Matthew 11 records that the places where His mightiest works were dope

repented not; and then all the deeper glories of His Person come out, when

rejected upon the line of earthly promise in which He had been presented
Israel.

Matthew 12 records that"the Pharisees went out and held a council agains
him, how they might destroy him(ver. 14),and accuse Him of being in leagu
with Satan. The natio utterly rejected their Messiah at this point, and H

w 1% -

to

consequently rejects them. This is figuratively taught as He got into a bpat,

pushed off from the shore, and taught the wonderful lesson$/lafthew 13.
The seven parables there unfolded bring in thiked of an entirely new
departure and manner of activity on God's part. The law addressed itsel
man as though God had hitherto been seeking to get something from man
got nothing. Now, that day was over, and there was to be a new kind
ministry albgethert God was going to put something into man, instead
trying to get something out of him, which was the principle of awWA sower
went forth to sow." Further, "the mysteriesof the kingdom of heaven'take
the place of the kingdom imanifestation This last is deferred to a day of glor
yet to come.

In Matthew 14 John the Baptist is beheaded, and\iatthew 15, which is full
of deep significance beforglatthew 16, the whole state of man in the flesh ig
judged, whether on the religious side of i6 @resented in the leaders of the
nation, or in its purely natural stat@vers. 1620). The Pharisees and Sadduce¢
were the leaders of religious ideas and thought, and what the Lord said ak
them we do well to heed in our day. They might be and doubtlesre
outwardly very sanctimonious, but they were opposing God's work and G¢
Son, hence the Lord say$et them alone."A Pharisee was one who went ir
for ritualism, and the improvement of the flesh. The Sadducee was a rationa
who denied revelabn and a future state. We are surrounded by both thes
principles now. Each equally hated Christ, for He exposed both. The trut
never palatable to man, because it cuts up and exposes him. It shows
wherein he is wrong, and he does not like that. Rterisees did not like the
Lord's assertion that the hypocrisy of forms had been substituted for truth
the inward parts, and that man's heart spite of his use of legal religian

was the source of evil only. At this they were greétiffended” (ver. 12), and

His disciples told Him stBut he answered and said, Every plant, which m
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heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up” (ver. 13). What is not
God cannot stand. Then follows the injunctiofi:et them alone:they be blind
leaders of he blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch" (ver. 14).

There is a great principle here,"iiet them alone.” Now markt if you have a

blind leader, and you are blind yourself, the ditch is the only end of your ro
Christiarnty, however, is not the blind leading the blind; nor the seeing leadi
the blind; but the seeing leading the seeing. God delights to give us light

we may see His things, but for their enjoyment and; profitable use all

depends upon our subjectionot Christ, to the Holy Ghost, and to the
Scriptures. God makes very little of man, whether you, me, or any other. 4
the more man is out of sight in divine things the bettehe is very often in the

way. What Christians have to do in the present day afr€ncrisis and Church
difficulty is to take their eyes off every man, and every system man has set
and seek to learn what God says about His Church in His Word. | believe
today God would turn His people back again to the Holy Scriptures forlight
guidance as to the Church. | came over the Tweed more than forty years
and there is a marked and very sorrowful difference in the way Scripture
regarded now and then. At that time it was generally believed and rever
Now it is almost univerdly disregarded and set aside; and what | desire th
we should do is to turn more reverently, really, and truly to the Scriptares
the only source of real light for man here to learn God's mind regarding that
Church which He calls His.

Having instruetd His disciples iMatthew 15 as regards the leaders, viz., t¢
"let them alone,"youfind that the Lord Himself iMatthew 16 "left them and
departed"” (ver. 4) a significant expression of what was to happen to Israel. E
the judgment goes deeper, even the total setting aside of man in the flesh
his heart being only the corrupt spring of every form of evil. At this point t
Lord gives up the Jewish nation, in the person of their leaders. It was at
moment that "the Pharisees also with the Sadduege came, and tempting
desired him that he would show them a sign from heavefMatt. 16: 1) He

replied that they could understand the weather, but not God's ways, and th
added:"A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and ther
shall nosign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet JongMatt. 16: 4).

What was that? It was the death and resurrection of Christ as the only sign
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could be added to the marvellous one that had been given them in Imman
the Virgin's Son, to whicthey were totally blind, else they had not asked for
sign from heaven.

"And he left them, and departed(ver. 4) is what inaugurates the totally new

ministry of Christ, as now He leaves Judea and goes to Caesarea Philippi.

town T now known as Barast was outside the limits of the land of Israel
situated at the foot of Mount Hermon, and close to the most easterly source
the river Jordan; and must not be confounded with Caesarea the Ror
seaport capital of Palestine, where the gospel first hetthe Gentiles (Acts
10). On Gentile ground Jesus puts the most serious question that can
presented to any human heart, that is, Whom men in general said that He v
The Jew had failed to see that He was the Messiah, and the day was ove
the Jew.But was He not still the minister of the circumcision? Yes, but t
circumcision would not have Him, the nation was about to refuse Him, ¢
prefer a robber and murderer to Himself. Hence He breaks with Judaism,
brings out the wonderful truth that wéave in the latter part of the sixteenth
chapter.

Just then it was thathe asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say tha
the Son of man am?{ver. 13).It was in principle, "What think ye of Christ?
What was the effect produced upon the hearts okmby what had been
manifested in that blessed One? No proof was wanting of who He was. T
had been furnished with plenty of opportunity to know who He was; John t
Baptist had declared Him, and His own mighty works had borne witness of |
and the Fater Himself had done so also. We re@dike 8: 1}hat He went

"throughout every city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings ¢
the kingdom of God."There was not a hamlet where the blessed feet of th
Son of God did not carry Him in graceted out to men the heart of God; and
to deliver from every form of the oppression of Satan's power. But the end v
really thist We do not know who He is. Some said He was John the Bap
risen from the dead; some Elias, and others Jeremias, or ot gfrophets; it

little mattered which. These were simply the guesses of profound mqg
indifference. All was a matter of opinion, not faith, resulting in that carelg
uncertainty which always marks the soul that has no sense of need. W
need existsni the soul, no rest is found till Christ is really known. The Pharis
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and Sadducees were hostile to Him, and the mass of the nation w
heartlessly indifferent.

To the little group of disciples His grace had gathered around Him He then s
"But whom sy ye that | am?"Peter, to whom the Father had revealed Hi
Son, furnishes the answer of faith. He now apprehended Him to be much n
than the Messiah, the fulfiller of promise and prophecy, and,sdidou art the

Christ, the Son of théiving God" (ver. 16) Full, blessed confession, in whic
was no uncertainty of mere human opinion, but the result of the revelation
his soul of the Person of Christ, which the Father had been pleased to mak
him, as the Son of God in a power of life superior totkdea

On a previous occasion when many went away, and walked no more with k
"Jesus said unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Pe
answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? THOU HAST the words of ete
life. And WE BELIEVE and ARE SUREhbatart THE HOLY ONE OF GO
(see R.V., John 6: 67, 69)hat was a fine confession of Peter's; and the m;
that confesses Christ according to the light he has will get more. Peter
more. InJohn 6he says;Thou hast the words of eternal life," and Hiou art
the Holy One of God.He saw in measure what He was and what He had. W
He is forms the immovable restimace of our souls as we repose in Him ar]
His work. What He has becomes the everlasting supply to our souls in t
manifold needs. You g@to your hearts those blessed words, "Thou hast," a
"Thou art," and all the need of your soul will find its full answer in Christ, for
loves to minister what He is and what He has to the longing heart.

Peter gets a distinct advance here. It is nmarely that Christ was the fulfiller of
the second Psalm, which Nathanael confessed when he '$adhbi, thou art
the Son of God; thou art the King of Isragldohn 1: 49) and Martha too
acknowledged when she saill, believe that thou art the Christ, tb Son of
God, which should come into the worldJohn 11: 27)There were souls here
and there that had the sense that He was God's blessed Son; but Peter
further, as he confesse8Thou art the Christ, the Son dhe living God." He
owns Him to be tk Son of Him in whom is life and }d@ving power. The life of
God cannot be destroyed, and the Son of tlving. God cannot be overcome.
In Him is that power of life which nothing can vanquish. Satan had the powe
death; the Son of God has the powef life. The unchangeable power of life

even though He go into death, cannot be overcome of death. It is the v
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reverse. He annuls death. Every other man was overcome of death; the Sc
the living God could not be. It is well to notice here the forog "living,"
because He speaks of death, dllde gates of hades,'which refer to Satan's
kingdom. That Assembly which is founded on the unchanging power of lif
the Son of God cannot be affected by the kingdom of death. Glorious truth!

Now mark the fou things which the Lord brings out four deeply important
things. The first thing is the revelation made by the Father to Peter of w
Jesus was; second, the new name again given to Simon by Jesus, who
confession of faith in the Person of the Sohtbe living God was thereby
manifested to be a stone of the building Christ was about to build on t
foundation revealed in what the Father taught Peter; third, the announceme
never made before that'upon this rock | will build my church,”"T the
Assemly yet to be built by Himself on the foundation of His own Persg
acknowledged by faith to b&he Son of theliving God,"and known as such in
resurrection; and fourthjthe keys of the kingdom of heavenihich He would
give to Peter,j.e., authority of administration in the kingdom on earth, in Hig
name. And here let me say, we must be careful not to confound the kingd
with the Church; they are two distinct things. The first is one of tl
dispensations of time and the last of them, the latter is ndte Thurch is a
heavenly structure, though formed on earth. The kingdom is an eart
dispensation, though ruled from heaven, because the King is there now.

How did Peter get this wonderful revelation? | think he had been to college
not a college that mannstituted. It was the Father's College. He had beg
taught by the Father. The Father, in His favour to Peter, taught him that
blessed, lowly, gracious Man whom he was following was His Sbe eternal

Son become a Man, that the Father might be r@ed in Him."No man

knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, sa
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal hifklatt. 11: 27).There

are inscrutable depths of glory in the Person of Christ that no human mind
fathom, but what we cannot fathom, we can enjoy. Without doubt it is th
inscrutability of the glory of His Person that is the guarantee to faith of t
divinity of Jesug divinity which His selfenunciationt in emptying Himself
and assuming humanity might have hidden from the eyes of unbelief. Bu
can you not understand, now that it is revealed, God's Son becoming a Mal
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bring out according to all that was in His heart, the heart of God to you, anc
bring you to God, and into the apprehension and gnjent of so great a love?

Carefully note that to know Christ personally as He has been revealed is
basis of all blessing to the soul, and paves the way to deeper enjoymen
God's mind. Here the Lord says, Peter, My Father has told you who | am; ]
will tell you what you are. The Father had spoken to Peter, and now the Sg
His own right speaksAhd | also say" (R.VJ) not "And | say also," invert
those words: He has somewhat of deepest moment to say to Petell also
say unto thee, that thou & Peter, and upon this rock | will build my
assembly; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against {¥’er. 18) The
Greek wordekklesiahere translated "church" in our version, meant originall
an assembly of the citizens of any particular statbeword as used by the
Lordt "MY ASSEMBLYjives it an unique character; and marks it off fror
every other assembly. It is the Assembly viewed in the character of a hious
not a place as men now use the term generally. And what was Peter? A st
And whatis a stone? A bit of a rock. Every Christian by faith in Christ, the li
stone, is a stone, a bit of the rock.

Peter, you see, gets his new name confirmed here. When he was at
brought to the Lord by his brother Andrew, the Lord said to Hifrfhou art

Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be call&Ephas(Peter), which is by
interpretation, Astone" (Johnl: 42) If the rock has a certain nature, a certai
character, so has the stone which is a bit of it. it is a wonderful thing to b
Christian; has identified by life and nature with Christ. He belongs to Christ,
is the subject of the Father's love and favour, and of the Son's salvation,
there has been a work wrought in him that nobody has wrought but Christ.

You will remember how beautifyllPeter takes up and applies this though
when he says)If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious; to whor|
coming, as unto diving stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God
and precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up a spaiithouse, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Chr
(1 Peter 2: ). Who are these living stones? All true believers in Christ. Wi
was personal to Peter in Matthew 16 he passes on, to all who have com
Christ, in the epistle. Are all professing Christians such? Oh no. Professi
one thing; possession is quite another. | expect you are a professing Chris

but whether you are a livingtone isanother thing altogether. Peter, by faith in
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Christ, hadcome to have part in Christ. The Lord had quickened him, and
He quickens us. To all true believers in Himself, who come to Him, tasting
He is gracious and oh, how gracious He is He imparts His own life, and
thus they become living stones like Peter.

We get the illustration and earliest anticipative expression of this glorious tr
in the twentieth of John. There the Lord came into the upper room, where j
apostles and other believers were gathered together, &meéathed on them,
and saithunto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghogi’er. 22).As the last Adam
alive from the dead, He breathed on them recalling the action of God with
the first Adam, in creatiomm and then brought them into life in a new
condition,i.e.,that of the risen Christ His own risen life. He had already sai
to Mary, "Go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Fathe
and your Father; and to my God, and your Gaddér. 17),Christianity is thig
Christ risen from the dead, taking into association with Hifsll that are His
own, and putting them one and all into the place that He now takes befc
God, as Man, risen from among the dead. His Assembly, those that are now
are spoken of under four different figures in the New Testamera House, a
Body,a Candlestick, and a Bride, as we shall see later.

Let us consider a little more what He says to Petévlatthew 16: "Upon this
rock | will build my church.Now, what was the rock? Was it Peter? We ha
been told so, but you do not believe it, do you® BPou think Peter was the
rock? A shifting sort of rock poor Peter would have made. He was a stone,
sometimes rather like a rolling stone too. And have not you found yourself
be like a rolling stone sometimes? Undoubtedly the rock was Christ.
confession of His name, by faith in His Person, as Son of the living God
important. It is His Person that is here contemplated as set forth
resurrection, for on this glory of His Person all is founded.

Resurrection is the proof that He is the Sdrthe living God. We read, that He
is "declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit ¢
holiness, by the resurrection from the deadqRom. 1: 4)He was the Son of
God before He died; He was declared to be the Son of God by resurtddgor
was the only man ever taken out from among the dead; but God has taken
out, and He is alive today at God's right hand. He is proved to be the Sg
God, with power over all the domain of death, by resurrection, and it is up
this Christ builds 14 Assembly. Observe carefully the Lord's wottkgon this
14
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rock | will build my assemblyhot "I have built," nor "I am building"; it was a
future work, necessarily connected with His death and resurrection, wh
brought to nought the power He speaks a$ "the gates of hades.""My

assembly"is a beautiful word. People usually think of a church as composejtof

stone and lime, that which the eye can see, but "the assembly" in Scrip
carries quite a different idea, being Christ's redeemed people, borthef
Spirit, washed in His blood, and sealed by the Holy Ghost. It is made of stc
and what is the cementing, the uniting bond? The Holy Ghost. And what kin
stones are they? Living stones. And who made them living stones, and
them in? Jesus. Muis not the builder here. Peter did not build the Church
he did administer the kingdom. You must keep distinct the difference betwe
what Christ builds, and what man builds in responsibility. That may or may
be good building, and what is worthlegdll disappear in the fir¢see 1 Cor. 3)
What Christ builds can never be destroyed, undermined, or overthréamd
the gates of hades shall not prevail against itWhat are "the gates of hades"?
All the power of Satam that is the idea. It is a figuti@e expression.

Satan had the power of death, but in the cross of Christ not only Vv
redemption accomplished, the claims of God met, and the blood shed t
would blot out sin, so that we could be righteously justified before God; t
there is also the lasolute annulling of the power of Satan. Christ went dow
into deatht the very citadel of Satan's power overcame him, and left the
stronghold of the enemy without strength, i.e., He bufttite gates of hades,"
annulled death, and broke the power of themb. God raised Him from the
dead, and today He is a risen, victorious Christ; and upon this rock of
unchangeable power of life in Him the Assembly is built. If you he a par
what He callsMy assembly,"no power of Satan will ever be able to didye,
undermine, or upset you.

There are two other scriptures | will now allude to, as to the Church, where
Builder is manifestly divine. Paul, in writing to the Ephesians, says,av®u
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesusighrimself

being the chief cornerstone(Eph. 2: 20)In his day the work was going on, bu
who built? Paul? No. The apostles? No. Why? Because they were stoifies
foundation stonest in the building, not builders; stones do not builc
themselves in. Thapostle says, Ye aréuilt upon the foundation of the

apostles and prophets"t they were connected with the foundation. In
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Matthew 16 it is Christ building; and iBphesians 2: 2€he work of building is
equally divinet no man has any hand in it. We ckaf Paul as a masterbuilder
in 1 Corinthians 3but you must not confound Christ's building with what ma
builds. It is the mixing up of the two that has brought in all the confusion g
false doctrine which we see today, culminating in the confessiondl the
blasphemy of man being able to forgive sins. We must not mingle the thi
that differ.

Again, we read from the pen of PetéH so be ye have tasted that the Lord is
gracious. To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of me
but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as living stones, are being built u
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptab
to God by Jesus Chris{l Peter 2: 35). The work is still going on, it is no
finished yet. Chst had not begun it when He spoke to Peter. He began it af
He rose from the dead, and ascended on high; and when the Holy Ghost ¢
down on the day of Pentecost, His Assembly began to be built. His work is
going on, hence Peter says, "You arengebuilt up,” and it is a very blessec
thing to find yourself a stone in a building which the Lord has built. Such bg¢
the case, you can rejoice in the fact that Satan has noegiekthat can pick you
out.

Here then we find that not only Christ buildset Assembly, the foundation of
which is the revelation of His name, but that its origin is diwind is purely a

divine work. All this is confirmed if we look now at Revelation 21, where we
the Church asthe holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down froGod out of

heaven" (ver. 2). The Church of God belongs to heaven. In its nature, orig
character, and destiny yea, its absolute being before Gad it is heavenly.
The city comes down out of heaven from God. Its origin is from God, anc

nature is keavenly; and it is a great thing for every Christian to see that he i

heavenlyt he belongs to heaven.

Now for a little let us look at the kingdom, and seek to understand what t
Lord means, as He says to Petéwyill give unto thee the keys of the kgdom

of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:

and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heavi@att.
16: 19).Did Christ give Peter the keys of heaven? Impossible. Men have pai
pictures of the Lat and His apostles, and Peter with keys hanging at his gir

while a flock of sheep surrounds them. Hence many people think that Peter
16
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the keys of the Church. There are none such. This is a pure fallacy. Shee
not fed by keys, and Christ does rmtild with keys. The important truth which
the Lord taught has not been seized. The value of keys is to open doors,
when the doors are opened the keys are of no more use. It was a privil
Peter received of the Lord, a great favaurhe was to be thexdministrator of
the kingdom of heaven. The King has been refused, and before the King c¢
back again, and the kingdom is set up (as it will be in the millennial reign),
whole of the truth of the Church is brought out the Assembly is built. Peter,
as the servant, is used of the Lord in the preaching of the gospel, ang
administers that which is connected with the kingdom. Christ the King is
heaven, and He can administer things down here by a special servant, or b
Church, which was to ocpy Christ's place on earth. Hence we read elsewhe
"Tell it unto the assembly; but if he neglect to hear the assembly, let him
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily | say unto yo
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heayvand whatsoever
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heavgMatt. 18: 17, 18).The
Assembly is to act for and in Christ's name during His absentlee only
successor, known to Scripture, of the authority committed to Peter in Matthg¢
16, but nok, in a different sphere. It is the Church in this passage, not
kingdom of heaven it applies to, but neither Peter nor the Church can b
things in heaven, though what they bound on earth heaven would ratify.

Peter has nothing to do with letting peapinto heaven. Christ has the keys ¢
heaven, be sure of that. Hear His wortisam he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of death &
hades"(Rev. 1: 18)He keeps those keys, but in His service dbere He may
and did use Peter, and put into his hands two keys wherewith to administer
kingdom of heaven. Why not one key? He had to open two doorAcls 2
where he preached his first sermon on the day of Pentecost, he put one
into the Jewish dor, and opened the way for them to get blessing. The nar
of that key was'Repentance,"l incline to think. InActs 10he went down to
Caesarea and opened the door to the Gentiles, and the name of that key
"Believe." The Jew was called tepentance,and to clear himself from his
nation now guilty of the murder of their Messiah. To the Gentile, that had
link with, and no claim on God, Peter sa{§o him give all the prophets
witness, that through his name whosoevdrelieveth in him shall receive
remission of sins'{Acts 10: 43).
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Remission of sins, and the reception of the Holy Spirit, so as to form part of]
Assembly of God, is a divine work; man has no hand in it. It is Christ's work
will stand. Of the thirteen hundred different sects or-salled churches in
Christendom which man has built it may be safely affirmed that not one
them isthe Church of God. They are all human systems which, after differ
man-conceived patterns men have built. Very possibly many true Christi
may be foundin each one of them, but they fail to represent the scriptur:
thought of "My assembly,"which embraces all that are Christ's at any time ¢
the earth, till He comes, or the aggregate of all called out in this special ep
when He comes. But you and leanow concerned about what Christ builds
and where we are in relation to that building should exercise our hearts. Le
then be like the Bereans of whom it is writtéfThese were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word lwiall readiness of
mind, andsearched the Scriptures dailywhether these things were so.(Acts
17: 11).

LECTURE 2 fi ANOTABLE BIRTHDAY. Lev. 23: @1; Acts 2.

The day of Pentecost was the Birthday of the Church of God. That staten
may seem a littletsange to some; but | think if we look at Scripture, and liste
to Scripture, we shall soon be convinced that such is the case. We have
that the Lord Jesus Christ told His beloved servant P&tkron this rock will
build my assembly"t i.e., on theconfession of Himself as Son of the livin
God. That it was as the Son of God risen from the dead is proved by
scriptures | have just read in Leviticus and the Acts of the Apostles. | think i
use the word"Assembly,"we shall get the thought of Gobetter than by the
use of the term "Church," because that term, so generally, is connectec
people's minds with what is material they think of a building which human
hands have erected.

"Upon this rock | will build my assembly¥as that which the Lak indicated to
Peter inMatthew 16, but much had taken place betwedfatthew 16 and Acts
2. He had been taken by the leaders of the nation, who laid a snare and a
for Him. They brought Him before the priestly judges, who ought to hg
interceded for Hm, but they condemned Him, and passed Him on to t?
Roman governor with the demand that He should die, "because he m
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himself the Son of God." Much against his own will Pilate signed His-de
warrant: to Calvary was Jesus taken, and there He was iedioidver His head
Pilate wrote in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, the three languages of the civil
world at that moment, "This is Jesus the King of the Jews."

It was the Roman habit, when a man was crucified, to put over his head w
his crime was, and Cht's crime was nailed over His heddhis is Jesus the
King of the Jews,I.e., His crime consisted in being what He truly was. The ck
priests said to Pilateé*'Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, | an
King of the Jews. Pilate answereW/hat | have written, | have written“(John
19: 21, 22)He had written the trutht  Jesus was the King of the Jews; but th
nation in cold blood crucified their Messiah, their King: He died, and all y
over with Israel as a nation. Their history for thmei being was over before

God. Their guilt had not, however, culminated in the crucifixion of the

Messiah, for they crowned it by refusing the testimony of PeteAdts 31
who assured them that if repentanitGod shall send Jesus Christ, which befor
was preached unto you'(ver. 20)T and by resisting the Holy Ghost, wh
through the lips of Stephen told them Christ was alive at God's right hand. 1
faithful witness they slew, as they had slain his Master, whom morally
resembled in the manner of hdeath.

They then fulfilled the Lord's parable bfike 19 in which"a certain nobleman

went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. An
he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said ur
them, Occupy till tcome. But his citizens hated him, and sent a message aft
him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us(vers. 1214).
Stephen was the man sent up with this message. They refused their Mes
upon earth;and when,n heavenHe is by the gracof God, presented to them
againTt in answer to His own intercession for them on the crossthey

refused Him again. Thus was another parable fulfillédcertain man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and four
none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three ye
| come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none. Cut it down; wh
cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alor
this year also, till | shaltlig about it, and dung it; and if it bear fruit, well: and
if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down."(Luke 13: €9). 1 do not doubt

that the three years indicate the Lord's own ministry, and thereafter that G
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gave the extra year of grace betwedmetcrucifixion and that which happene

in the history of Stephen. Alas! there was no response to God's grace in|the
nation generallyt they refused Christ still, and in Stephen's martyrdom sent
after Him this messagé&ye will not have this man to reign cer us."

It is important to observe the truth in this way; otherwise the mind is not clear
to see that God is absolutely justified in His treatment of Israel, and that ihe
Church of God, now to come in view, is an entirely new departure in the ways
of God.There can now be introduced into this scene something totally new,
that had not been before, and that will not be again. When the Church| is
completed it will be taken to heaven, to which it belongs, and then will Jesus of
Nazareth, the now rejected Kingga@n come back to earth, get His rights, a
have His kingdom established. Then will Israel again come in view and be
blessed under their Messiah, accepted and believed in by the nation. In |the
meantime the Church of God, which is the subject of His etertnansel, is
introduced into the scene consequent upon the death, resurrection, and
ascension to heaven of the Lord Jesus Christ. Until He comes back again t¢ take
His kingdom and power, and reinstate the Jew, as He witl dmecause He is
the fulfiller of promise, what Scripture calls the Church, the Assembly of God, is
the subject of the Holy Spirit's activity.

When this is seen one can understand the meaning of the apostle's injunction,
"Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, mothie church
of God" (1 Cor. 10: 3 2)This last was a totally new structure, which had ijs
birthday on the day of Pentecost. It did not exist previous to the death |of
Christ, and will not be found on earth after the Rapture of the saintthe
moment whenthe Lord comes to take up the Bride to Himself, to the peculiar
place of blessing for which the Church is destined. She belongs to the rejected
Man: the Church is in Christ, according to the purpose and counsel of Gad in
eternity; and by the indwelling 81t of God is united to Christ, so as to be th{
fulness of Him that filleth all in all. Out of the material of Jews as such, and
Gentiles too, found on earth out of these two classes the Assembly of Christ
is formed by the operation of God's Spirit individuals, who from that
moment, all one in Christ, cease to be either Jews or Gentiles.

I want you now to notice the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. Chiist
had died, was risen, and Acts 1 opens with the Lord seen in resurrection,

walking in ad out among His disciple®yntil the day in which he was taken
20




up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto th
apostles whom he had chosergVer. 2).Here is a striking bit of instruction for
us Christians. Jesus is seen, a Mawealrom the dead and full of the Holy
Ghost. So should it ever be with us. Thank God, in the glorified body we

shall be full of the Holy Ghost the flesh gone, and nothing left but the fulnes$

of the Holy Ghost, for worship, for the enjoyment of Gadd for any service
the Lord may put into our hands in that day. It is a lovely picture of what will
by-and-by. When thus risen, the Lord said to His discigBst tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on highke 2: 49);
and adds,"Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days henc
(Acts 1: 5).Thereafter they were to be witnesses for Him Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earftaér. 8).
Beginning at theguiltiest spot in the world, they were to go down to Jude
where they did not care for Him, to Samaria, which appeared more ready
receive Him, and then to every corner of the earth. God steps outside
dispensations now. He has kept His promiseh#fathers, but man has failed
T the Jew has forfeited all right to God's favour; and God for the time be
sets him aside, free to let out His heart to the ends of the earth, and thus
apostles have the commission to go out to the uttermost partdhefearth.

There is something delightfully fresh in this God can go out to all men. His
disposition is that of grace toward all men, and He sends out His servant
declare this glorious fact, with its attendant blessings. The dividing wall,
middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile has been broken down, g
upon the ground of the death and resurrection of Christ, whereby God |
been glorified, sin put away, and Satan's power annulled, God is free to ¢
out with the presentation of His grade man everywhere. In the Acts we sha
see how He proceeds to carry this out. When the Lord had given His sery
their commission;'while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud receive
him out of their sight."And then the angels tell theniThis same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye he
seen him go into heaven{ver. 11) What is that? The Rapture? No, it is ng
here the Lord coming for the Church, but the moment of Himppearing,
when He comes dxk to the earth with His attendant saints in glory. He
coming back in glory, and the world will then see Him. The believers saw
go up; and the unbelievers as well will see Him come back; but before {
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epoch there is another aspect of His comingHe will come for His people as
detailed inl1 Thessalonians 4: 157.

The disciples, commanded to tarry at Jerusalem for the baptism of the Sg
do what they are bidden, and spend the intervening timeten dayst in
prayer. That is a great lesson fos.ult was a wonderful ten days' praye
meeting, and look at the blessing that came at the end of it. In principle, t
condition of dependence on the part of God's saints is always the precursa
blessing. Their moral state was right, and they were preg for what
followed. Then we read’And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, the
were all with one accord in one place(Acts 2: 1).Pentecost has peculiar
instruction for us, so we must seek to apprehend its meaning as given in
Old Testament.

If you will go back taeviticus 23you will there find a beautiful and instructive
type of what is before us iActs 2 The seven Feasts of the Lord there given g
the Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Wave Sheaf, and the
Wave Loaves, thEeast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast
Tabernacles. The first four teach lessons every Christian should learn, and
enter into if he is to be intelligent. The last three relate only to future Jewi
history T the Feast of Trumpetsypifying Israel being waked up to seek th
Lord, the Day of Atonement their individual repentance before (Ge# Zech.
12: 1014), and the Feast of Tabernacles their future national glory. T
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread go together, andulirof
instruction for us. The first is the type of the death of Christhe blood being
put upon the lintel and the doeposts T that shelters the soul from the
righteous judgment of God. The unleavened bread is the holy separate \
that should chaacterise those who are sheltered by the blood of Christ. T
Wave Sheaf and the Two Wave Loaves go also together, one indicating G
and the other the Church.

What then is the Wave Sheaf? Christ, risen and accepted before Godtfoit usg
could not be aything else. We readWhen ye be come into the land which |
give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bringheaf

of the first-fruits of your harvest unto the priest: and he shall wave the shee
before the Lord, to be accepted fyou: on the morrow after the Sabbath the
priest shall wave it"(Lev. 23: 10, 11)The full harvest was coming on, but Go

gets the firstfruits of it. God gets a great deal more out of the death ar
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resurrection of Christ than we. We get a great dealt Bod has infinitely
more."And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, un
the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be
statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellingéver. 14)

If we clearly see what God has found in Christ, then we understand m
better what we ourselves find in Him, for the greater includes the less. If all
claims of God in righteousness are divinely met and He infinitely glorifiec
Christ's death, hownuch more easily are all the needs of my conscience g
heart met? The reason why many believers today are in uncertainty as
forgiveness, salvation, and acceptance, is because they do not see wha
death of Christ has effected for God. Following dype, observe what
occurred on'the morrow after the Sabbath,"in which Christ lay in the grave
The priest brought the Wave Sheaf to be accepted for Israel, but when
priest was waving the sheaf, what had taken pla¢a®? the end of the
Sabbath, as itbegan to dawn toward the first day of the weekthe blessed
Lord rose triumphant from the tomb, having accomplished the glorious work
redemption. His wasresurrection from among the dead,the pattern and
type of His people's resurrection. That venprning the true Wave Sheaf hac
risen from among the deadpecome the firstfruits of them that sleep”(1
Cor. 15: 20)and had said to Mary Magdalen&:o to my brethren, and say
unto them, | ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, a
your God" (John 20: 17)That Wave Sheaf was accepted for us who belie
hence we read'He hath made usaccepted in the beloved(Eph. 1: 6)What
is the acceptance of a Christian? It is the acceptance before God which ng
Christ'st no less, and it codInot be more.

What a wonderful thing that the believer stands before God in association w
the Man that is alive from the dead. just before His death, He $&ixkept a

corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth muchfruit” (John 12: 24)He was the unique, solitary corn o}
wheat, the only sinless Man that ever was in this world. He went into deg
met all God's claims, and annulled Satan's power, hence, regarding
Assembly, could say to Petéifhe gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
Satan was vanquished. He who was the Son of the living God, by underg
death, abolished it. But Christ is risen from the dead, death is annulled, H
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now the risen victorious Man at God's right hand, anelare accepted in Him.
That is the teaching of the Wave Sheaf.

With the Wave Sheaf there were certain offerings to be presented, viz., [he
Burnt Offering, which prefigured the devotedness of Jesus, Godward, even to
death; and the Meat Offering, which detes the devotedness of His life in al
its perfection for God. He appreciated all the beauty of the life of Jesus, and all
the devotedness of His heart, even unto death: they were sweet savpur
offerings that all went up to God. Note carefully that thereswao Sin Offering
and no Peace Offerimg which is the basis of communian offered with the
Wave Sheaf, because it represents Christ personally, taftb no sin," and
never was out of communion with God.

Now look at the Wave Loave#ind ye shall count uto you from the morrow
after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave
offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the
seventh Sabbath shall ye numbdifty days; and ye shall offer aew meat
offering unto the Lord"(Lev. 23: 15, 16)There we reach the day of Pentecosi,
which is the fiftieth day after the waving of the sheaf of fiirstits. Then we
read. "Ye shall bring out of your habitatiortwo wave loavesof two tenth

deals: they shall be of fine flouthey shall bebaken with leaventhey are the
first-fruits unto the Lord"(ver. 17).Here we have in type the day of Pentecost,
and what originated then. There wasnaw meat offering oftwo wave loaves
bakenwith leaven. InActs 2we have the antitype God's people gathered
together by the Holy Ghost, and presented before Him in connection with|all

the preciousness of Christ in life, death, and resurrection. The passover i His
death; the wave sheaf His resurrection; the two wave loaves baken on [the

fiftieth dayt the Holy Ghost forming the Church of God.

But why two loaves?There are not two Churches of God on earththe

Jewish and the Gentile. The very fact of there being two loavest onet is

remarkable. The mystery of the Church was hidden, #rsl type does not
reveal the secret, which could not come out till Christ had died, risen, and gpne
on high. Then the "one loaf" is plain enough. Hence | judge it does not typify
Jew and Gentile Churches, as some have thought. When God demands withess,
His regular way is'two" witnesses. Christ was risen the wave sheaf.
Christianst  the two wave loaves are competent witnesses of the power of

His resurrection. We must not forget that the truth of the Church Weept
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secretsince the world began, butow is made manifest, and by the scriptures
of the prophets (of the New Testament), according to the commandment
the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of fait
(Rom. 16: 25, 26)Again, we read ofthe fellowship of the mystery which
from the beginning of the world hath beehid in God" (Eph. 3: 9).Further,
Paul tells us of'the mystery which hath beenhid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints; to whom God wou
make known what is the riches ofhe glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glo(Zol. 1: 26, 27)Hence we
do not find the full truth of the mystery in our type it was hidden.

The thought of thé'two loaves" then, | judge, is competent testimgir  God
would have a real, true testimony to what Christ was and had accomplish
The two loaves were a testimony that there had been a harvest, and God
already got the firsfruits, for on the day of PentecosChrist risen from the
dead, and becomehe first-fruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15: 20)was
before Him in heavenly glory. These two loaves are then presented before
Lord. They are composed of very different elementdine flour baken with
leaven. The'fine flour" is the figure of theblessed holy humanity of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the even expression of all perfections in a sinless Man.
"leaven" expresses what we are by nature, corrupt and corruptifigney shall
be baken with leaven; they are the firdtuits unto the Lord,"is awonderful
statement. The Wave Sheaf Christt was firstfruits, and now it is the two
loaves that are firsfruits. The figure of the "fine flour" brings all that ig
connected with the holiness of Christ as a Man before the eye, and both
Christian indvidually and the Church collectively stand before God in all t
value and. acceptability of the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Why, then, was there leaven in thiew meat-offering? Elsewhere we read,
"No meatoffering, which ye shall bring uwo the Lord, shall be made with

leaven; for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the Lg
made by fire"(Lev. 2: 11)Leaven symbolises the evil of nature, and honey ti
sweetness of nature. Neither will do for God. There is nothingou and me

that will do for God. It is only Christ that will do for God. Why then do we fi
the leaven here? Because, though you may be born of the Spirit, washed {
your sins by the blood of the Son of God, and sealed by the Holy Ghost, the
still the evil of the flesh in you. You have a new nature as born of God, but
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still have the old nature in you; hence the opposition of the two which eve
one born anew is conscious (dee Rom. 7: 14&5). Two natures are in the
Christian; one craving évand the indulgence of self; the other loving Chris
and delighting in the will of God. But is the flesh always to work? No; for
have received the Spirit that we might not do the things that we wd@dl. 5:
17; see also vers. 24, 25).
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Leaven, in Sqiture, be it observed, is always a figure of evil. | know people

have tried to make out that it means good; but that is twisting Scripture. If| i

only and always evil. In the parableNfatthew 13 the woman hides leaven in
three measures of meal. That istrthe gospel converting the world, as man
teach, but the solemn fact that professing Christianity which God set up p
has been all corrupted, for leaven implies what is evil there, as elsewher
Scripture.

Evil is in every believer, but knowing thakrist has been judged for his sin, hp

judges it in himself and refuses it. Sin is recognised by God as in meishuntit
supposed to work. The existence of sin in the Christian does not give a
conscience; that comes if we allow it to work. The goodscience is gotten by
the cleansing power of the blood of Christ; and that is hinted at in our type,
we read:"Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the godts a sin offering,and
two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peacdferings"” (ver. 19). Where
you have, in figure, the Church presented before God in all the perfection
Christ, though in the believer the existence of evil is recognised, you have
one goat for a sin offering. God recognises the fact that evil is in the belie
but it is supposed not to work, and its presence is met by the blood of the
offering. There is no imputation of sin whatever; but you are before God in
the value of the work of Christ. The two lambs of the peace offering prov
the basis of communimand worship. You cannot make too much of Christ, a
what He is. Consequently we are tolfthe priest shall wave them with the
bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the Lord, with the two
lambs: they shall be holy to the Lord for the priegver. 20).

Having learned the meaning of the type, let us now see its blessed fulfilmer
the antitype as given iActs 1 and 2There Christ is risen from the dead, gon
into heaven, God accepts Him for His people, and the Holy Ghost comes ¢
and falls on the one hundred and twenty gathered believers, and then adds

them three thousand nevborn souls, and thus that day for the first time wa
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constituted the Assembly of God. The start of the Church is intens
interesting, as showing how the sasntvere drawn together!And when the

day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all witine accordn one place"

(Acts 2: 1).The nucleus of the Church was small indeed, but from that da
deeper and larger work was to go on, in which Christ is to s¢leeofravail of

His soul. His Assembly by the descent of the Spirit of God was formed;
therefore, again, | say assuredly that the day of Pentecost was the birthda
the Church of God, because it had never existed before. From Abel downw,
individud saints and servants of God had existed, but they were not in {
Church. John the Baptist, and the thief on the cross, died before the Lord J
was risen to be the Head of it, or any one could be united to Him. It was du
Christ, who had so glorifieGod in death, that there should be an adequat
answer to His sorrows and sufferings; and He finds that answer in
Assembly, which is His body, as she is also His Bride, the new Jerusalem.

It is a wonderful thing to be part of Christ's Assembly. Theoowerted are not.
If you are a mere professor or confessor of Christ, and possiblycallsol
"Church member," but yet in your sins, you are outside all this. But if you a
Christian, born of the Spirit, redeemed and cleansed by the blood of Chmikt,
indwelt of the Spirit, you are in Christ before God, and a member of His b
on earth. What a lift to the soul it is, and what a sense of favour it obtains wk
it can truly say, | am accepted in HImGod sees me in Him | am part of His
Bride so deato His heart.

Scripture is full of types of this blessed truth of the Bride. Eve was the helpn
of Adam; think of the Assembly as Christ's helpmeet. Rebecca was in figure
object of the Father's choice; the subject of the Holy Ghost's care, as
nameless servant carried her across the desert; and the object of Isaac’s lo
for "she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after
mother's death” (Gen. 24: 67)What a wonderful thing to see the Church a
the helpmeet and comfdrof Christ, and may | not say what wondrous favol
that you and | should be part of the Church?

Now see what we have iActs 2.The disciples were all together. One Spir
moved them, and Christ was dear to their hearts. Though you may not be
intelligent, if you are saved, Christ is an object of affection to you;'doto

you that believe he is precious"and if nott vain is your profession of

Christianity. It is but formt a shell without a kernel. In this scene we get th
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kernel of Christianity;te Holy Ghost came down from an ascended Christ
glory to unite to Him and to one another all that believe in Him. They are &
living stones in the building which Christ builds. God made the presence oi
Spirit very manifest in both its corporate @n individual aspects, when
"suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, a
it filled all the house where they were sitting . . . and they were all filled witl
the Holy Ghost'(vers. 24).

This was the blessed and prayerfully tedifor moment the Lord had
predicted the night before His death: will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spil
of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, heit
knoweth him; but ye know him; for he dwelleth witkiou, and shall be in you.
. . But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to yol
remembrance, whatsoever | havsaid unto yoti (John 14: 16, 17, 26)But
when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, |
shall testify of me"(John 15: 26)'Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not spk of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show you things
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it ur
you" (John 16: 13L5).

Christianity consists in the individual possession, gredcorporate indwelling
of the everabiding blessed Spirit of Truth, the Holy Ghost. He had come u
men in days gone by, and left them; upon a Balaam, aSaype of man in
the flesht whom the Holy Ghost might use in the sovereignty of God, a
then abandon them. He came upon David too, who afterwards feared he mi
lose Himt hence his prayer;And take not thy Holy Spirit from me{Ps. 51.:
11). This prayer, right enough from David, no Christian intelligent in the way
God could now pray, for thsalient truth of Christianity is that the Holy Ghos
would come andhbidefor ever in the one whose faith in Christ He seals.

On the day of Pentecost it wda sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind" that announced an unseen presencethe adventof the third Person of
the Godhead to earth, to form the Assembly, the new dwelftere of God,
the body of Christ. In effecting that the Spirit makes His presence felt, not by

earthquake, but by a rushing mighty wind. Men compose the tabernac
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where God disdains not talwell. Cleansed by the blood of Jesus, they JLe

rendered fit to be God's habitation in Spirit. When this took place, the discig

T now a holy priesthood are not driven from the Lord's presence like those
of old (see 1 Kings 8: 1Q.1). His presence is their joy, and they form His

habitation. This is the dawn of Christianity.

Further, we read, There appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of firg
and it sat upon each of them{ver. 3). The Spirit of God had fallen upon Jesl
like a dove, emblem of His own gentle and beautiful character, of whom i

said,"He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the

streets" (Matt. 12: 19).Here the sign and form of His appearance was tota
different. The cloven dngues meant testimonyt the power of God in

testimonyt the word in testimonyt that carries everything before it, just like
fire which destroys and judges all that comes in its way. And it was not mere
tongue, but each one divided into many, whictt sa each disciple. The idea
was thist the Spirit of God was there; the testimony of God in grace was

more to be confined to the Jew, but was to go out to the ends of the earth. T

Gentile must hear "the wonderful works of God,” no less than the on
favoured Jew. The mission of grace which flows from Christ's new posi
must go out indiscriminately. The fire meant the judgment of what did not s
a holy God. The tongues as of fire set forth God's intolerance of evil. In
sacrifice of the crossllaevil had been judged; similarly now what did not su
God and the claims of His holiness was to be condemned. "Fire" is alwa
Scripture the testing which God's holiness necessarily demands.

"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterancéVer. 4). This was the promised
baptism of the Holy Ghost, which once having taken place is not repea
though on nine occasions in Acts individuals or companies are said"fibldu
with the Holy Ghost." The house was filled; and they were also fille
individually with the Holy Ghostand began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.Christ's wonderful Assembly, thus formed b
the Spirit and begun to be built, immedely indicates what it exists far to
ring out praises whom men had despised and rejected, but whom God
exalted as Man to His own right hand.

The church bells, so to speak, begin to ring in the day of its birth. | hear th

joy-bells ring inActs 2 and they pour forth wonderful music, the glories g
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Jesus. They are not made of molten metal, but of hearts melted by a Savic
grace, and glad, in the power of the Holy Ghost, to tell His worth. A hund
and twenty bells then rang out the glories @thrist. The Church was ir
existence, its foundation laid, and living stones laid upon it, so the bells begi
ring; and soon the worldvide character of its testimony begins to appear, fc
"devout men, out of every nation under heaven . . . came togethend were
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own languag
(vers. 5, 6).The hundred and twenty Spifilled disciples were all telling of
Jesus. Little wonder that the cosmopolitan multitude marvelled, as they s:
"We do hear hem speak in our tongues thevonderful works of God"(ver.
11). The effect of the testimony was as far reaching as the ends of the ea
and as beautiful as it was Ga@signed. In the very spot of His rejectior
Christ's Assembly God's newly formed witess to His Son tells out what
Christ has done and who He is. The witness to His death, resurrection,
ascension, as Man, to God's right hand, is perfect.

No one can ponder over this wonderful scene without observing how compl
and absolute is theantrast between this scripture and Genesis 11 Babel a
Pentecost are as diverse as the poles in their nature, object, and effects.
give the history of the first man and of the Second, as it is writtdfhosoever
exalteth himself shall be abased; antle that humbleth himself shall be
exalted" (Luke 14: 11)Mark the pride that says'Go to, let us build us a city
and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and letraake us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. Ahé tord
came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builde
And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one langua
and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them
which they have imagied to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confoun
their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So t
Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: ar
they left off to build the city. Therefore is the nand it called Babel; because
the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thenc
did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earf{Gen. 11: 4
9).

There is an immense deal in Scripture about Babylon, and here it bé&aks
judgment at Babel by diversity of language confounded the pride of the r:
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that utterly forgot Him, and became confederate in will to exalt itsékénesis
11is a most important chapter, for there is more of reliable ethnology in it th
anywhereelse. God gives us the truth as to ethnology there, and gives
reason also. The pride of men God judges by confounding their language
that they shall not understand each other, and they are necessarily scattere

Thesecond of Actshows how gracean reverse this judgment, because ther
had been a Man upon earth who never thought of Himself, but only of God
His glory; One whthumbled himself, and became obedient unto death, eve
the death of the cross.’As a consequence, God has put Him in gpet that
man in Genesis 11could not reach, and the Holy Ghost comes down a
temporarily reverses the judgment @enesis 11The difference of language
was not extirpated, but the divine grace and power which will one day ma
the world to be of one spech, then lifted the disciples above the effects ¢
Babel's judgment, and, without learning them, enabled the former to speak
as many languages as their hearers had. That blessed Man Jesus had turn¢
scales in man's favour. God's answer to the yowhys of Christ is this the
Holy Ghost comes down, and in this marvellous manner overrules the effect
the sin and pride of the first man, so that those gathered at Jerusalem
compelled to say’Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans? Amalv
hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were borr(vérs. 7, 8).
The answer to their query is simple. This giving of the Spirit was G
expression of His delight in Christ, as the One who humbled Himself, and
testimony given showed thahere was upon the earth now an absolutely nev
structure, that which Christ had callé®y assembly."And what was it here
for? Jesus lived here to make God manifest in all His wonderful nature be
man. the Church is here to do the same. Hence it &rous thing to be a
professing Christian. Christianity is the continuation of Christit is the
reproduction of His life in the lives of those who are Hignd they are living
stones in the building which He builds for this purpose.

An immense stir fédwed this manifestation of the Holy Ghost's presence ¢
earth. Multitudes came together:And they were all amazed, and were in
doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking sai
These men are full of new wine{vers. 12, 13)Peter repies, "This is that

which was spoken of by the prophet Joal" he does not say it is the fulfilment
of Joel's prophecy, because it is not. Joel's prophecy will be fulfilled when
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Lord comes back to earth fand-by, and the nations are brought into blésg
in connection with the Jew restored to Palestine. What we have on the day
Pentecost was an anticipative expression of it. The nation had refused and
Christt their Messialt but God had reversed their action, for He had raise
Him from the ded, and in heaven hathade Him both Lord and Christ. Petel
and the others had seen Him alive on earth; hence he can say, "This Jesus
God raised up, whereofie all are witnesses." Perhaps you have your doub
about the resurrection. Peter had none, atatlay, the man that is converted,
and has the Holy Ghost, can give his testimony that he too has seen'J§sus
see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus, crowned with glory &
honour" (Heb. 2: 8, 9).

Then comes the explanation of the stranghenomena which the multitude
saw and heard:Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and havin
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth th
which ye now see and hearver. 33).Christ received the Holy Ghastice t

first in the day when John baptized Him in Jordan; that was for Himself.
then He died and rose again; and now a second time He receives the Spi
God, as the ascended Man, for His people, and sheds it forth. By that Spir
unites His peple with Himself; He gives them the same Spirit that He Himsg
has received, and brings them into association with Himself before His Fath

But the gift of the Holy Ghost is here connected with the responsibility of t
nation to bow to the One in glgr hence Peter goes ofiTherefore let all the

house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, wh
ye have crucified, both Lord and Chrigt’er. 36).Since that ascended Man is
Lord and Christ, then every one must bow to Hidow when they heard this,
they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of th
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto the
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
remissionof sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghogtérs. 37,

38). Here, without doubt, Peter uses one of those keys which His Master ¢
should be his iMatthew 16, and he opens the door to the Jew. Notice aga
that he had not the keys of the Githt we nowhere hear of such in Scripture
T but of the kingdom of heaven. God's Church is a heavenly company, thc
it be formed on earth; and the kingdom is earthly, though it be ordered frg
heaven. Peter uses here what | have ventured to call theeRepce key.
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Why does he call on these Jews to "repent"? Seven weeks before they
clamoured for the Saviour's blood. He says, Go down, and now as publicly
Him as then you denied Him. Confess Him in the waters of baptism to be

Lord and your Mesah, and you will have remission of your sins and receivejﬁe

Holy Ghost'For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all th

are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call [a hint of the Genti
getting in]. Andwith many otherwordsdid he testify and exhort, saying, Save
yourselves from this untoward generation(vers. 39, 40)These"'many other

had
own
our

es

words" meant, | take it, a good, sound, plain preaching, which had mpst

blessed results. Peter was in splendid form that day, bechassas full of the

Holy Ghost. A few weeks before he had gone out of the high priest's palate a

very dejected man, because, being then full of himés#fe Luke 22: 33he

had boasted what he would do, and immediately after had denied his Mas
now, ful of the Holy Ghost, he preached boldly and pointedly, and that day |
dear simple fisherman won three thousand souls for Chtave yourselves
from this untoward generation'was a call to sever themselves from the natio
that had slain its Messiah dnto get into the city of refuge. Practically the
Church of God became "the city of refuge” to every Jew who had imbrued
hand in the blood of his brother who had helped to slay the Lord.

"Then they that (gladly) received his word were baptized: artetsame day
there were added unto them about three thousand soulger. 41).1t is very

doubtful if "gladly" be there (since all the best authorities for the text omit it
because when first convicted of sin before God, a man is grave and though
not glad. Joy follows in due time. These three thousand souls were then ad
to the Assembly of God on earth. The one hundred and twenty received th
and thus carried out the injunction given them by the Lard;'Whose soever

sins ye remit, they are remiétd unto them”(John 20: 23)Administratively and

in the name of Christ they outwardly remitted the sins of the three thousar
whom He had already forgiven. The very number is suggestive of grace, a
in striking contrast with what occurred when thewlavas placed under law.
When the law was given, and broken before ever it reached the camp, Mg
came down from God with the two tables of stone in his hand, and dask
them to pieces at the base of the mountain. The camp had fallen into idola
and Mo®s stood at the gate and saithyho is on the Lord's side? let him
come unto me."The sons of Levi buckled on the sword, and three thousa
men fell, slain(see Ex. 32: 129). But here grace is triumphant, for Jesus hg
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died, and, atonement for sin effead, is risen from the dead, gone on high, an
the Holy Ghost come down; so the day that the Church of God is formeod
earth, three thousand men are saved. That evening in Jerusalem there v
three thousand one hundred and twenty living stones broughtetbgr, and
set by the Holy Ghost in the new building Christ was forming.

Of them we read'And they continuedstedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer@rer. 42).1t is a fine thing
to be steadfast. Thapostles' "doctrine" was the truth they had received, an
fellowshipt the common appreciation and enjoyment thereof the natural
outcome of the truth. Then came the breaking of bread that is the
expression of the fellowship; and all was maintained gpirit of dependence,
by prayer. If you had gone into Jerusalem at that time you would have foun
big company at the breaking of bread, and as big a prayesting.

Here then is seen Christ's Assembly, His new building on earth. It he
wonderful birthday, and a wonderful increase in the day of its birth, and it gre
steadily on. The growth of the Assembly is really the subject of the Acts of
Apostles. There we get history which shows the working out of God's ete
counsel."The mystery of Christwas about to be unfolded, regarding whick
Paul, Christ's "chosen vessel," wrote laték/hich in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles a
prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles should be &l heirs, and of the

same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel; wherec

was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me

by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least

all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach among the Gentiles tgLe

unsearchable riches of the Christ; and to make all men see what is
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath bee
hid in God [not even in Scripture], whcreated all things by Jesus Christ. T
the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly place
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to th
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our L{Egh. 3 5-11).
That shows that the Church is the lesson book of the most exalted creg
intelligences of the heavens.

That of which Paul here develops the doctrine, became a fact in the A
before the doctrine was revealed to him, or made known to any oth@hsist's
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Assembly was to be formed of Jew and Gentile madetoriee middle wall of
partition having been broken down in the cross. We can understand how diy
was the work, as we reatlAnd the Lord added daily to the assembly such a
should be saved{Acts 2: 47).

The effect of Peter's second sermfhcts 3)t spite of strong opposition is,
"Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number ¢
the men was about five thousand(Acts 4: 4)That chapter presents a. lovely
sight, a praydul and consequently a powerful Assembiyhey were all filled

with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And t
multitude of them that believed were of one heart, and of one soul: neithe

said any of them that ought of the thing which he possessed was his owr;

but they had all things common. And witlgreat power gave the apostles
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; ajréat gracewas upon them
all" (Acts 4: 3133). What a beautiful testimony to the power of love, thave
of God which the Holy Ghost had shed abroad in their heathe one heart
that marked them. The Spirit was then ungrieved and the Assembly unsoi
love reigned and holy liberty showed itself in practical tifethe fruits of the
Spirit being seemverywhere. Charming spectacle! For the moment the Lor¢
repeated prayer ofJohn 171 as to His own being one was blessedly
answered. Would that it had continued!

In Acts 5the history of Ananias and Sapphira tells us that the flesh is alway
the Chistian, and that God by His Spirit is in the Assembly. They forgot b
facts. God dwelt in the midst of His own Assembly, knew everything, howe
carefully attempted to be concealed, and would not permit evil where |
dwelt. The guilty pair died, God Iblis judgment maintaining the consistency @
the Assembly with His holy presence, before that discipline had been form
committed to it, with this result, that'great fear came upon all the church,
and upon as many as heard these things. . . . And ofri durst no man join
himself to them" (vers. 11, 13)God's Assembly was felt to be intensely hol
and people were not then in the hurry to "join the Church" that is evident
our day. They felt that not only wamew life a preliminary necessity, irrder to
enter the Assembly, but that a holy life was necessary therein as al
consistent with the presence of God in His House.

Fear of entering the Assembly was soon followed"aygreat persecution

against the church which was at Jerusalem," while, "&& Saul, he made
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havoc of the church'{Acts 8: 13). This, so far from stopping God's work, onl
really helped it on, fof'they that were scattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word"(ver. 4).This dispersion led Philip to Samaria, where v
see hat vast numbers of the serhieathen Samaritans, whom the law ha
failed to conquer, were reached and saved by the gospel preached by Pj
God in that instance carefully maintains the unity of the Assembly, by
giving the Spirit till Peter and Johpear on the scene, who thus link up the
work in Samaria with what already pexisted in Jerusalem. Although
converted and baptized, the Samaritan believers do not receive the Holy G
till the apostles pray for and lay their hands upon them. Withoutilatothe
reason for this is plain. The Church was one, the work one; one Head in heg
one Spirit on earth; one body, one Assemblynot two, Jewish and Samatritan
with their religious rivalry of long standing perpetuated in Christianity. The b
idea ofa "national Church" or an "independent Churah"so likely to spring up
in the circumstances, and so familiar to our eyes in this dais distinctly
negatived by God's action through the apostles. "That they may be one”
the Lord's prayer idohn 17and here unity is beautifully maintained, we agai
see.

In the ninth of Acts we have the wonderful tale of Saul's conversion. Thi

"chosen vesselust now be brought on the scene. His bygone history gave
indication of what he was to be, but the aposté God's fullest grace to the
uncircumcision, i.e., the Gentiles, is to be made out of the apostle of mg
deepest hatred against Christ. The Great Potsere Jer. 18:-6) was about to
lay hold of a very unlikelpoking lump of clay and transform iTill now that
"chosen vesselhad been in the Potter's mind henceforth the Potter's mind
would be in the vessel. An immense difference, but one which every Ger
reached by Paul's ministry will eternally thank God for. On his way
Damascus,breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples o
the Lord, . . . suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven; a
he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, w
persecutest thou me?{ver. 1-4). Felled by tle glory of Christ, that voice in his
mother-tongue revealed the Lord to him, while declaring that His discip
were one with Himself In a moment his career of dlf is over for ever, and
"Who art thou, Lord?"is the query of a man whose mind is subduand

whose pride is broken. He learns that the Lord of Glory is Jesus of Naza
and that all Christians are united with Himselfthey are members of His body
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T in germ the revelation of the mystery He was to unfold. A-eeiptied and
for the time blhded man, he hears words which gave him his new commissi
"Rise, and stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpos
to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou ha
seen, and of those things in the whicwill appear unto thee; delivering thee
from the people (Jews) and from the Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee,
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the powe
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sing] arheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in méActs 26: 1618).

That commission he is seen carrying outAicts 13and onwards; but in the
interval the Gentiles receive blessing, and first enter the portals of t
Assembly through&er's ministry. This we find iActs 10 The promises of God
had been given to the Jews none to the Gentiles. But promise nseasured

grace, and that limited to one people. God's nature is wider far than

promiset | might even say than His counskle would have till men to be
saved, so now sends the gospel to all; that is His nature. Counsel, which ¢
us in Christ before the foundation of the world, ensures that some shall rece
and be blessed by that gospel. God was thinking about the Geraites now
admits some of them to His Assembly without becoming Jews. QL
independently of them He sends an angel to Cornelius, an exercised, de
Godfearing Roman officer, who did not yet know his sins forgiven, and w
had not peace. He is bidden $end for Peter.

While the messengers of Cornelius are on their way to call Peter, God tea
him by the "great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to earth;
wherein were all manner of foufooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts,
and creepig things, and fowls of the air'(vers. 11, 12)that what He has

cleansed Peter is not to regard as common. Thus instructed, Peter soon {
himself in the company of the Gentiles, which hitherto had been unlawful t¢
Jew. Further, he perceives th&Bod is no respecter of persons: but Every
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him
(vers. 34, 35).

This leads on to a beautiful declaration of the gospel to the Gentiles, wkh
culminates in the statement, regarding therd Jesus, thdto him give all the
prophets witness, that through his name whosoevbelieveth in him shall

receive remission of singver. 43).This blessed truth was received by simpl
37

he

His

hose
ive

lite

out,
ho

ches

inds
) a

ich

@D




faith in the heart of Cornelius and his friends, and the HolysEhmomediately
sealed that faith, for'while Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fe
on all them which heard the word{ver. 44),and he and his six Jewish fellow
travellers"heard them speak with tongues, and magnify Go@/er. 46).

The grace o6od in this scene sparkles brilliantly. That which the one hundi
and twenty received on the day of Pentecost, the Gerntdaverts here
receive, viz., the gift of the Holy Ghost, and thathus differing both from the
Jewish three thousand iActs 2 ard the Samaritan multitude iActs 81

without either baptism, prayer, or laying on of the apostle’'s hands. God
received them, and sealed them with His Spirit, hence it were impossible ng
receive them into God's Assembly, of which they really namé&al an integral
part. Accordingly Peter commands them to be baptized in the name of
Lord. By that act they were formally received amongst the Christians, and

true, normal aspect of the body of Christ as it affected the Gentiles, beganr to
[

be brought into view. They stood, by faith in Christ dead and risen, on Chris
ground before God, and as such ceased to be Gentiles, equally as much &
believing and baptized Jews ceased to be Jewsr each are viewed as being
in Christ before God, and pgaof the new structure which Jesus call&dly
assembly."”

Thus did the Gentiles beconidellow heirs, and of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospeliid the component parts of
that body are seen walking together thenceforth #se Assembly of God
continued to grow.

It is noticeable that Peter, the apostle of the circumcision, in a way anticipg
Paul's work, in thus going to the Gentiles, whose apostle the latter was. T
does God mingle the work of His workmen, even as |R&ul writes to the
Hebrews who were Peter's chief care. But there was also this in it, that by
preaching at Caesarea as | believe, Peter used the secdhideokeys of the
kingdom of heaven,"opening the door to thebelieving Gentilest who,
through faith and reception of the Holy Ghost, thereby also had their place
the Assembly.

It is of vital moment to see that watdraptism brings one only into the place o

profession, not into the Church. It is the reception of the Holy Ghost that brings

one into the Assembly of God. The confounding of these two things has le
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the existing condition of confusion in Christendom. Any who are baptized v
water are supposed thereby to be made children of God, members of CH
and inheritors of the kingdom. Sudk not the teaching of Scripture. Vita
Christianity consists in the reception of the Holy Ghost, and no one can co
that gift save the Lord the assumption of sealled apostolic successors
notwithstanding. The last chapter we have been considerimpas that the
intervention of an apostle, and laying on of his hands, in the reception of
Holy Ghostt and that in the first great Gentile case was in no way
necessary. The Gentile then and now receives the Spirit by the hearing of
(Gal. 3: 2)and by that reception is united to Christ as a member of His bo
and has his place in the Assembly of God blessed truth, most clearly stated
by Paul when he wroté'For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body
whether we be Jews or Gentileghether we be bond or free; and have beer
all made to drink into one Spirit(1 Cor. 12: 13).

Thus and thus only is the Assembly, the body of Christ, formed.

LECTURE 3 i THE HOUSE OF GOD. Eph. 2: 1&82; 1 Tim. 3: 146.

In the New Testament the AssemlaliyGod is presented under four figuresa
House, a Body, a Candlestick, and a Bride. Each figure suggests a differen
The House of God is where He dwaellsthe relationship of the Assembly to
God; the Body of Christ is its relationship to Chrisat thy which His life, taken
from the earth, is now to be expressed here; the Candlestick is to carry the |
the Spirit gives the responsible vessel of testimony for Christ on earth duri
His absence; while the Bride is more connected with what isvdrdg and
eternal, when the Assembly, the object of the affection of Christ, will be
ever with Him who is the Bridegroom. This latter truth presents the fir
destiny of the Assembly, f8Christ also loved the church, and gave himself fg
it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spo
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish
(Eph. 5: 287). And in the day whetthe last component part of the Assembly
shall have been brought in, by the blessed activity of the Spirit of God,
Bride will be taken home by the Lord to be with Himself for ever; a very bri
hope to the heart of the Christian. But there it will mevcease to be'the
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fulness of him that filleth all in all," as the Bod{Eph. 1: 23)pr the dwelling
place of God, as the House.

Now | will take up the subject of the House of God. Although presented in
entirely new way in the New Testament, we hate thought and truth of the
house in Old Testament days. From the moment of Israel's redemption ou
Egypt, the thought of God dwelling in the midst of His people appears. He
not dwell with Adam; He paid him a visit, and retired. He might, and wlidljs
grace, visit certain of His saints, as recorded in the book of Genesis; but v
you come to Exodus, the book of redemption, immediately the people are
of Egypt (the world typically), and upon redemption ground before God, t
thought of the Lordhaving a habitation upon earth, where He could dwell,
presented to us.

The first intimation of this is ifExodus 15when the Song of redemption is
rolling in majestic volume from the lips of God's delivered people, on

shores of the Red Sea, whaheey were typically, by the death and resurrectioj
of Christ, in the joy of having been brought to God. They 'Sd Lord is my
strength and song, and he is become my salvation he is my God, and |
prepare him an habitation"(ver. 2).In the bosom othe people somehow the
idea sprang up that God meant to dwell with them. Passing on in Exodus
find that God answered this by saying to Mosékset them make me a
sanctuary; that 1 may dwell among them'(Ex. 25: 8).Then giving Moses
instructions as tadhe Tabernacle and all its furniture, God was careful to s
"According to all that | show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the
pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make (Ex. 25: 9x
instructions which the many chcinrmakers in Christendom would do well tg
heed today.

The pattern of the Tabernacle was kept on high, in heavenly glory. W
Moses went up into the mount, and spent those forty days with God, t
people thought he was going to get the law. Not that aldde.had gone to get
God's mind and to see lovely pictures of Christ. He received the tables of st
but far better than that he saw many shadows of Christ. He walked throl
God's picture gallery, and saw all that is summariseBxadus 31: 711. The

Tabernacle and all its furniture spoke of Christ in some aspect or other. | do
say that Moses apprehended the full meaning of all that passed before his

but ere he came down from the mount God sdldnd look that thou make
40

an

t of
did
hen
but

he
is

L‘le

you

1y,

b

nen
ne

one,
gh

not
oye,




them after their pattern, which was showed thee in the moun(Ex. 25 40).
That is surely a lesson for us. If we are going to learn anything about G
habitation (and we are now inquiring about the Church, for men are wonder
churchhmakers), let us see that we get our eyesthe heavenly pattern. The
importance of this is manifest, for these Old Testament details of t
Tabernacle building and furniture, were, says Pabhk example and shadow
of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was abou
make the Bbernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according
the pattern showed to thee in the mount{Heb. 8: 5)Moses implicitly obeyed
his instructions, for ifExodus 39 and 4@&e read no less than sixteen times tha
all was donéas the Lordcommanded Moses.Happy and wise servant!

God's object in having the Tabernacle reared is very distinctly stétesill
sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar: | will sanctify als
both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the gst's office"(Ex. 29: 44).
Aaron and his sons were a type of Christ and the Church, brought into beay
nearness to God, for every Christian, besides being a living stone, is a p
We see that inl Peter 2: 5,"Ye also, as living stones, are builp a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to G
by Jesus Christ.These two thoughts go together in Scripture; and here
Exodus you get the first suggestion of them, a dwelfitege for Himself,
where God cald have those near Him who would minister to Him, and me
His heart and mind. Hence the blessed statement which folldsd | will
dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. And they shall kno
that | am the Lord their God, that broughhem forth out of the land of Egypt,
that | may dwell among them: | am the Lord their Go¢Ex. 29: 45, 46)God
says, Let them clearly understand why | have brought them out of Egybis
that | might dwell among them. Separation from the world isrianp necessity
to secure God's presence.

But why did God separate them? Why would He not dwell with them in Egy
How could He, in a scene of idolatry? He must bring them out, and sepa
them; and when Moses was going to bring them out, Pharaohype o

Satan's energy, as prince of the world, then as mowontested every inch of
the road, and proposed, when hard pressed, a series of compromises. M
said to him,"Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, that th¢
may hold a feast unto mén the wilderness"(Ex.5: 1). Pharaoh said,Go ye,
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sacrifice to your Godn the land" (Ex. 8: 25)i.e., Set up worldly worship.
Moses replies,"We will go three days' journeyinto the wilderness, and
sacrifice to the Lord our God, as he shall command (v&r. 27). Then said
Pharaoh,"l will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord your God in th
wilderness; only ye shall not geery far away" (ver. 28),i.e., don't be very

separate. The next question wa$so, serve the Lord your God: but who are
they that shall go?" Moses replies, "We will go with our young and with ou
old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herd
will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LordEx. 10: 8, 9)Pharaoh

rejoins, "Not so; go now ¥ that are men"(ver. 11).This means the parents
may be for the Lord, but the children must be kept in the world. Moses cart
this point, however, and Pharaoh reluctantly sa{@o ye, serve the Lord; only
let your flocks and your herds be stayed: ledur little onesalso go with you"

(ver. 24).This meant, take the children but leave your goadsor run your

business on worldly lines. Moses' answer was grd@udir cattle shall also go
with us; there shall not an hoof be left behindVer. 26).And inExodus 12: 32

Pharaoh cedes the flocks and herds also. The devil knows thednokdut

separation from the world is what must mark God's people, if they are to he
for God's company, and He to bless them with His presence. Hence Sa
persistent effot to hinder their escape from the world.

The moment they were out, God says, | am going to dwell among you. Ther
Tabernacle was reared; and-apd-by the Temple was built. It was called God
House, His glory filled it, and any one in that day who Bo@pd must go to
that Templet that was where He was to be found. And that is why th

Ethiopian eunuch went up to Jerusalem, because he thought God was there.

went to the spot where he thought God could be found, but he came aw
disappointed. Why? Gowvas not there then. Failure, sin, and idolatry ha
come in, and God had disowned His earthly people, and forsaken His Hd
the Temple. Ezekiel tells (&Ezek. 9 and 10how His glory, which had so
blessedly filled the House of the Lord in Solomon's(@ag 1 Kings 8: 10, 11),
began to depart. It was very reluctant to go, and moved from the cherubim
the threshold, thence to the east side of the city, upon the Mount of Oliv¢
then it took its upward departure, and God's House was empty. Was it
refilled? Never; it was burned by Nebuchadnezzar.
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The remnant of the Jews who came back, with Ezra and Nehemiah, rebuil
Temple, but we have no account of the glory filling it. Ezekiel tells us (Ezek
that it will come back byandby to an earthly hose yet to be built in Palestine;
but we have no account of the glory or presence of the Lord revisiting
earth, until one starry night to a number of shepherds, who were keeping th
sheep in the fields of Bethlehem, the angel of the Lord appeargjltirg of the

Lord shines round about them, and they hear the wonderful tidings, that|i

Bethlehem, the city of David, that day there had been born to tHarBaviour,
which is Christ the LordWhen the Son of God became incarnate, the glory
the Lord revisited the earth in connection with His birth and life.

And what was the Temple then? Was the glory in Herod's Temple? No, it
hid beneath"the veil, that is to say, his flesh,but there it was, in that Man.
You remember what He Himself saidJohn 2 Man is naturally a religious
creature, and will go on with form, ceremony, and ordinances, when all life
departed out of them. The Jewish ritual was maintained, but God h
departed, He was not there. Then it was thaésus went up to Jerusalem, and
found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and t
changers of money sitting. And when he had made a scourge of small cor
he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and pour
out the changers' money, and ovdrtew the tables; and said unto them that
sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an hous
merchandise"(John 2: 1316). That shows what God's professed House coy
come tot a place of merchandise and money and is it not so tody in
Christendom? History repeats itself.

"And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine hou
hath eaten me up. Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What s
showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? Jesusvared
and said unto them, Destrothis temple,and in three days | will raise it up.
Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and
thou rear it up in three days? But he spaketbe temple of his body (John 2:
17-21).

Wherethen was the Temple of God? In His Person, a Man on earth, sealed
the Holy Ghost. It was not only that He was God's $orthat He was
Emmanuel, God with us; but more than thmtHe was anointed with the Holy

Ghost, and Héwent about doing good, andhealing all that were oppressed
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of the devil; for God was with him'(Acts 10: 38)In Jesus' blessed body GOJL

was moving here along the earth for three and a half years of public minis
and if any one sought then to know God, he must go to Jesus. Glodstlls
on earth today, only now it is not Jesus that is upon earth, but collectively
people, who by the Spirit are His temple as we shall see and further He
Himself is in their midst.

You do not get the knowledge of God now except in connectith what He
calls His Assembly, in some way or other. It might be in a desert ([@eed\cts
8: 2640), through the ministry of some servant, who is an integral part of tk
Assembly; or it might be in the bosom of the gathered Assembly, as Paul ¢
"But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or on
unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: and thus are the secr
of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worsh
God, and report that God is ipou of a truth" (1 Cor. 14: 24, 25He recognises
the presence of God in the midst of His people.

In Matthew 21, where the Lord cleanses the Temple, similar to the acti
which John gives, at the beginning of His ministry, He said to those whon
drove out a second time}lt is written, My house shall be called the house o
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thievegVatt. 21: 13).Quoting an Old
Testament scripturélsa. 56: 7)He calls it thy house"there, only to show how
utterly had man in respasibility failed, touching divine things; what Go(
designed as a place of prayer, man had made to be a den of thieves. It
shows what divine things can become in the hands of man, so corrupt is h
the moral springs of his being. Two days afterwards gdid"Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate" not "my house" now, but "your house"
"For | say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blesse
he that cometh in the name of the LordMatt. 23: 38, 39).As to the house
where God was supposed to be, He has to say, 'ltlésolate” t He is not
there.

The next thing is the Lord is slain, the Messiah is refused, He is put to deat
His own peopla the house is empty, and the grave is filled. Then He is raig
from the dead, acends on high, the Holy Ghost comes down, and the fi
effect is that He filled the house where the disciples were, and sat upon e
one. That filling of the house carries with it the deeper thought of the House

which God dwellsi.e., the Assemblydoked at corporately. The body of the
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individual believer is equally said to be the temple of the Holy Ghost. Ther
no doubt as to the corporate thing, because we redhow ye not that ye are

the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth ioy?" (1 Cor. 3: 16).

The Assembly of God in Corinth Paul here distinctly calls "the temple of G
In the same epistle, he says, of individual Christidiieow ye not that your

body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of G
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorif
God in your body"(1 Cor. 6: 19, 20)Thus we get the collective side of the
truth, and find all believers on earth at this moment united in one spiritu
building as the Temple ofd@ that man does not see.

You may put up a building that man can see, and call it a church; but that is
the thought of Scripture. There is upon earth what God calls His Assembly
House, His Temple. It is there where He now dwells; and none contpate
but God's own children, who have been born of the Spirit, led to believe on
Son of God, are washed in the blood of Christ and sealed by the Spirit

Looked at collectively they are God's Temple, where He dwells, and thet
immense privilegeonnected with that.

When the individual believer is looked at as the Temple of the Holy Ghos
which is true as to his body, because he is sealed by the Spiré must walk
carefully for that very reason. If he go into associations unsuitable to tres L¢
he takes the Holy Spirit with him; for this blessed Spirit doedewtehim, as
He is the earnest of our inheritance until redemption is put forth in power un
the purchased possessigaph. 1: 13, 14)The indwelling of the Spirit of God in
the body of each believer is indeed a wonderful truth, and the Christian m
be careful not to grieve Him. He will niave ustherefore we must take care
not to grieveHim, which is the purport of the exhortatiot¢rievenot the Holy
Spirit of God, wherebyeg aresealedunto the day of redemption'(Eph. 4: 30).

We must be careful not to confuse the truth of the House of Godith which

responsibility is connected with the truth of the Body of Christ, which
develops our privileges as members thereof acaaydio the counsel of God,
for Christ is the Head of a body, every member of which is in vital union Vv
Him by the Holy Ghost. This could not be said of every one now who is of
House of God in its responsible aspect. All baptized professors of @teisi
professedly there; but the Body is composed of real believers, united by
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Holy Ghost to the living, ascended Man in glory the Head, who has His Boc
the earth.

Any one who is a member of the Body of Christ is an integral part of Chris
you bdong to Him, you are part of Him. That is why it sdlsr as the body is
one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, bei
many, are one body: so also Shrist' (1 Cor. 12: 12)If | had written that

chapter | should probably hawaid,"So also is the ChurchGod there calls
the Church Christ. I6enesis Swhere God speaks about Adam and Eve, it sa
"Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and calleeir name

Adam" (ver. 2) It is the same thought, that the Bridend Bridegroom are one
T Christ and the Church are one. In the Body of Christ everything is 1
because no one can be a member of the Body of Christ without being a
Christian, born and sealed of the Spirit. But there might be in that which has
responsibility as the House of God today, those who have nothing to do Vv
Christ save by professiofbee 2 Tim. 2, 3)

On the day of Pentecost the House of God and the Body of Christ were
extensive. All was real. The stones in the House were the membérs Body,
for they all had the Holy Ghost; and this is still true of the divine work, Chri
building. But the House as committed to man's responsibility has widened
so as to include an immense mass of lifeless profession in Christendom
havealready seen how the Assembly grew, as believers in Samaria, in Cae
and then among the Gentiles, came in. The introduction of a new laboure
wise master builder in God's building, Paul, marked a notable day in
Assembly's history. He brought outhat had been hidden till them "the
mystery" T which was that Jew and Gentile, wrought in by grace, born of G
and sealed by the Spirit, are made one in Christ, and united to Him who is
Head, at God's right hand. It may help you to get hold of titih of the
Assembly being the Body of Christ if you seethihat the Head of the Church
was never dead. He who is Head of the Church. was deade died as
Messiah and Man; but He never was Head of the Church till He was alive
the dead.

When didAdam become the head of a race? As a fallen sinner, out of Ec
then he begat his family. When does Christ become Head of the Church?
till He goes to God's right hand, and the Holy Ghost comes down; then

wonderful new structure is formed, whids to enjoy God, and display Chris|.
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All this was the result of the Spirit being here personally, founded on Christ
being glorified. If you read the Acts you will he struck with the thought that
there is not only a mighty influence, but a divine Person ltiag here upon
earth. Ananias had "lied to the Holy Ghost""not to men but to God"(Acts

5). The Spirit could say to PhilipGt near, and join thyself to this chariot”
(Acts 8: 29)To the prophets of the Assembly at Antiothe Holy Ghost said,
Sepaate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them
(Acts 13: 2),and then sent them out on that wonderful missionary tou
amongst the Gentiles. Again, Paul wagbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach
the word in Asia"(Acts 16: 6)becauseHe wanted to send him into Europe
with the gospel. All this shows that there was a divine Presence dwelling in|this
new structure, here upon earth. God's Assembly was God's House, which He
built, and in which He dwelt.

-

If a man build a house he can do ooiethree thingst he can sell it, let it, or
live in it. God neither sold, nor let His HouseHe came to live in it; and that is
a wonderful truth for a Christian to see. It puts a new character on the
Assembly, and makes me ask myself if | have evedyrdden in the words;In
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in
the Lord: in whomye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit"(Eph. 2: 21, 22)The habitation of God through the Spirit is
what the Assembly is now, while God's work is going on, and the final thought
is, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their
God," as seen irRevehtion 211 that is the completed building what it is
growing to now, when all will be perfectly according to His mind in the new
heavens and earth. 1Acts 19 Paul found a company of twelve, who had been
baptized with John's baptism, and had not healbat the Holy Ghost having
come."And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came [on
them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesiedhd the Assembly of
God was locally formed in Ephesus. A wonderful work went on, and eventually
there ame to them the beautiful epistle, bearing their name, which is occupied
with unfolding the truth of God as ttthe mystery." The Ephesian believers are
there told that they"are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himsdléing the chief corner stone(Eph. 2: 20)No
builder is here named. Are not the apostles the builders? Not according to |this
scripturet they are themselves stonesTHe foundation of the apostles and
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prophets" T the truth which they, the apostles and qguhets of the New
Testamentbrought out, appears to me to be that on which our faith repose
Christ himself being the chief corner stone."

Now see what an important thing the House of God is. People think it is s¢
place where they go, so they take dfieir hats, and | have no objection to that
It is done out of reverence, and if there be one thing that should mark Gg
Assembly it is reverence, and | am sure we are not so marked by that as
might be. It is impossible to owestimate the magnificere of the truth that
the Assembly is the habitation of God through. the Spirit. If we we
summoned to the palace and presence of King Edward VII., there would

kind of behaviour suited to the occasion; and if we remember that Go
people are His hakition through the Spirit, it will produce a gravity in my min
and yours, that perhaps has not always been present there. Get hold of wh
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is to be the habitation of God through the Spirit. Where is it to be seen today?

Alas, it is not in evidence. & composed of all God's people today, though the
are scattered in the divers smlled "churches" of Christendom, not walkin
together, to our sorrow and shame, be it said. The Assembly of God toda
any place, il the people of God in that place, dmone otherst not any
few, however they may assume to be the Assembly. All mere professors
outside the divine work of the House of God, however they may have
solemn responsibility of their place in it as committed to human builders.

If you, my harer, have not been truly converted, born of God, washed frg
your sins by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and sealed by the Spirit of
having experienced what Christ speaks of as the baptism of the Holy Ghos
which all are baptized into one Hg, and cemented into one spiritual building
T Yyou are outside, and your name of Christian is absolutely valueless, save
you cannot free yourself from the responsibility that attaches to it. | beg
unconverted professors of Christ to ponder the Ipatf their feet, because
there is coming a day when the Lord must reject what is unreal. Even in Pe
day the time had come when judgment must begin at the House of God. T
of which | have been speaking is real, what God builds, what the Spirit for
and what the world does not see. Happy is he or she who is a living ston
that building.

While we are passing on through this scene, where Christ was rejected, the

a spot where He can come and dwell the Assembly, which is divinely
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constructed. @ you think an unconverted person is there, an unregenerJLe

man? No; though it is quite possible for such to intermingle with those w
constitute that Assembly. The Assembly of the living God is that which is
fruit of His own blessed grace. To men emtead in sins, by His Spirit's activit
He has communicated life. Through the knowledge of Christ dead and ri
they have received the Spirit of God as the witness of the forgiveness of t
sins, and all such have become an integral part of the Aslseailthe living
God.

We are brought there into the region of life, freshness, brightness, j
perennial gladness, peace with God, enjoyment of God, and apprehensio
His love. It is indeed a wonderful thing to be an integral part of the Assembl
the living God. You ask me who form it. All the saints of God on earth toc
Every saint may not know it, but such is the fact, and what | desire is, to W
up in every believer's heart an increased sense of the blessedness of being
of God's Assemblyif | get the sense of what that is, | shall have then t
thought, | must get clear of the world, | must be separate if | am going
answer at all to God's thought for His people.

Now let us turn tol Timothy 3 where Paul gives us remarkable instruction
regard to God's House. It was possible for Timothy or others to behave
badly in it. It is the aspect of the House to which | have referred where man
his responsibility. In writing to Timothy he say$hese things write | unto
thee, hoping to ome unto thee shortly: but if | tarry long, that thou mayest
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is ti
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the trutfl Tim. 3: 14, 15).

The first thought is the House; the@®d, the Church; the third, the pillar ang
ground of the truth. The House of God is where He dwells here on earth.

The Assembly is then "the pillar and ground of the truth "what is that? A pi
is what supports and holds up a thing. And how is the Chtode the pillart
does the Church teach? Never in Scripture.

The Church is taught. Who teaches then? The Spirit teaches through ¢
through servants of the Lord whom He uses as the gifts of Christ to His B
the Church; but you never find that tHéhurch teaches. The Assembly, as "th
pillar and ground of the truth," is to maintain and uphold the truth by i

49

ho

the
y
sen,
neir

Y,
n of
y of
ay.
ake
part

ery
has

ne

lar

jifts,
ody,
e
s




confession and testimony, to contend for it against all gainsayers, because| she
has it. When Christ was on earth He was the truth, and noatgh hidden in

God, He is still the truth; but the Assembly knows Christ, and is the maintajner
of the truth on earth where Christ is not. The Assembly is not the truth, the
Spirit of God is that. She maintains the truth on earth. She is God's witness to
present the truth to men. When she is removed-é&ydby, at the Lord's
coming, the truth will have disappeared from the earth, and men will believe a
lie (see 2 Thess. 2: 11, 1A)he Assembly, as set up by God on the earth, is the
pillar and ground of theruth, and what does not present and maintain th¢
truth is not God's Assembly. Everything connected with Christ and His glofy is
of vital interest and deepest importance to the Assembly. What she maintgins
before the world is essentially connected with tRerson of Christ, the living
centre of all truth. Hence she will give up nothing of the truth.

You see men today give up this, that, and the other part of Scripture. Is [this
being true to the responsibility of the Assembly as the pillar and ground of [he
truth? It is the worst unfaithfulness. The Assembly of God was set in this pjace
to hold tenaciously to the truth, for it centres and finds its fulness in Christ gnd
His Person, and what touches the truth in any part of it touches Him. That is|the
meaningof the next verseAnd without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness; God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory"
(1 Tim. 3: 16)That was Ctist. God, the object of their worship, was never seen
of angels till His Son became incarnate. What happened when people beli¢ved
on Him in the world? They came out oftit the discovery of Christ brought
them out of the world, as a moral system that Giedgoing to judge. He who
was the Temple of God when here is gone from this scene, and what has|God
been pleased to leave here in His stead? He has sent down the Holy Ghost, and
He has formed a new Temple. Sinners saved by grace, out of Jew and Gentile,
are, by the reception of the Holy Ghost, formed into a holy and beautiful Houise
where God dwells. Those who form that House are attached to Christ, love His
name, and maintain His truth in the day of His rejection. That is what the House
of God in its normatharacter should be.

How far the Church has departed from this, you know very well. It has failed;
man has failed everywhere in responsibility. And now we shall briefly look at
how what God formed as His own habitation has become that great outward
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thing called Christendom, which as such is hastening on to the judgmen
God, while all the time there is the real work of God being carried on in
which is growing to and will result in an holy Temple in the Lord as we h
seen. Turn tdl Corinthians 3: 9"For we are labourers together with God: ye
are God's husbandry, ye are God's buildingHe Corinthian Assembly, formec

of
it
ave

by Paul's ministry, was God's building; and looked at broadly and largely

Christendom is the House of God; only we must not in omdsiconnect with
the House all the privileges which belong to the Body of Christ. In the Body
real; in the House, in this aspect of it, much is mere profession. It is becg
people were taught that any one baptized was mademember of Christ, a
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaveriiiat there has come
in all the unreality and confusion that is in Christendom today. Members
Christ's Body are those who have been the subjects of the work of Ch
Baptism of the Holy Ghost bgs you into the Body. Water baptism only bring
you into the House by profession, but that carries with it responsibility, for G
is going shortly to judge it. That is why the apostle Peter wrtladgment
must begin at the house of God; and if it firbegin at us, what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel of God?1 Peter 4: 17)You must not
shut your eyes to that. The House of God, as Peter sees it in this chapter
come in for judgment. God acted similarly in Israel's @@g Jer25: 29; Ezek.
9: 6). The Christian profession has not remained faithful to God, and Paul sa
will be cut off(see Rom. 11: 21, 22).

Speaking of man as a builder, Paul safscording to the grace of God which
is given unto me, as a wise master buildd have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildet
thereupon” (1 Cor. 3: 10)Nobody could lay a foundation in CorinthPaul had
laid it; the foundation was Christ. He had come and told them of Cteat
and risent and thus laid the foundation. Others might follow, and preach
teach in the Lord's name. Then the apostle describes what might be buili
men in responsibility, and points out three classes of build&aw, if any
man build upon thisfoundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay
stubble;every man's work shall be made manifesar the day shall declare it,
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work
what sort it is" (vers. 12, 13).The teacing might be solid or worthless, but
souls are formed by it. Doctrine influences men's souls. What is really of
will stand, and the reverse be destroyed.
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Fire will not destroy the gold, silver, or precious stones; but what about
wood, hay, and stutle? The fire must of necessity destroy them. What is th
built refers to the doctrines, good or bad, by which souls were introduced
the Assembly, some good and really the work of God, others lifeless and d
induced by vain doctrine to take the gnod of the profession of Christ. Every
man that takes the name of the Lord on his lips will be tested, mngblemn
reflection for all Church builders and Christian workergvery one taking the
place of being Christ's servant will be tried, and his wig&.a

Now see the three classes of builders in the resultFirst,"If any man's work
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shaléceive a reward"(ver. 14).
What is that? The man is saved, and his work stands. His work is accordi
God, and he is rgarded. Second)lf any man's work shall be burned, he shal
suffer loss but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fifeér. 15).The man
is saved, but his work is all lost; there is no reward. Now if | have been [
building up a state of things, drfind out in the day of the Lord it has all been
mistake, what loss | shall suffer. That is a serious consideration for e
Christian."Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit g
God dwelleth in you?'(ver. 16)is the solemn priace to the third class of
builders here spoken oflf any man defile the temple of God, him shall Goc
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye afeér. 17).The man
is lost, and his work is lost.

The point of the passage is ministeriabbur expressed by various doctrines
and seen by their fruits to be either good, worthless, and vain, or utte
subversive of the truth of God as the case might be; and three cases are g
The first man is saved, and his work standsll is good. Theecond man is
saved, for the workman was a child of God, but his work was unintelligent
vain, hence his work is lost. The third. man is lost, and his work burned up
was a corrupter of God's Temple which is holy. This scripture should su
causeevery serious man to ask himself," Have | God's mind in what |
building?" To miss this is to ensure nothing but absolute ruin, failure, &
destruction in the day of the Lord, so far as the work is concerned, though
workman be saved. The third caggven here contemplates manifestly ar
unconverted servant, an imitator of "Noah's Carpenters“people who may
have helped to build the ark, and yet were not inside it when the judgment f
Friend, are you one of this kind? Are you busy in Christ's shémgl have not
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yet been born again? You should ponder this passage carefully, for clear
teaching makes Christian service a very serious thing.

Many other scriptures present the House of God as being built by mar
responsibility. We see this partiauly in Paul's Epistles to Timothy, the first @
which we have already glanced at. The first epistle presémstruth, and
shows us thing@ orderin God's House. In the second epistieor had come
in, the truth been given up, and things had got igteatdisorder,and the man
of God gets instruction how to behave when all is in disorder. There we re
"Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The L
knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name fué t
Lord depart from iniquity”(2 Tim. 2: 19).

What God builds will abide, and although all the Lord's people in any locg
today do not know each other, yet the Lord knows them all. They ought
know each other, and, if they are set to really follow therd, they will soon
find each other out. Dear old Anna knew all the Lord's people in Jerusalem
"spakeof himto all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem(Luke 2:
36-38). She was over a hundred years of age, but was as energetic as she
devoted, being a real child of her father. She was an Asherite, and of him it
written: "Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be acceptable to h
brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; a
as thy days, so sHkthy strength be"(Deut. 33: 24, 25)Her foot was dipped in
oil T Holy Ghost energy truly. The children of God ought to know each othe
T they are all of one family, one Father, one House, one Body, and they wi
be together byand-by.

God's househas now outwardly become as "a great house," with much in
that is not of God, as it is writteriBut in a great house there are not only
vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some
honour, and some to dishonoui(ver. 20).

The professing Church in this passage is looked at as a great house, it is a
which calls itself Christian, and every Christian, spite of himself, is of

cannot get out of it. He can, however, cleanse himself from that wh
dishonours the Lordand is bound to do so if he will walk in faithfulness, ar
seeks to be a vessel unto honour and fit for the Lord to use.
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"Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord depart from iniquitis"the

divine injunction in a day of evil, and the way to shaalrove to God's saints,
in an evil day, is to maintain the truth at all costs, at its full level. This is the
of Christian faithfulness. What dishonours Christ the true heart departs fra
We are not called to put other people right, each individoalst put himself

right. The responsibility of the individual never ceases, and if the nomi
Church has departed from the truth so much the more need for me to kn
what it is and act upon it. If | know a thing is wrong, | am done with it, by {
grace @ God. | am not going to associate myself with what is iniquity.

"But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but a
of wood and of earth; and some to honour and some to dishono(u&r. 20)

describes most graphically what Gediiouse would become. It has come to b
a great housa having many rooms, many compartments. When such is t
case we are told what to do.

"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel un
honour, sanctified, and meet for the mastear'use, and prepared unto every
good work" (ver. 21). To "purge himself' is the first duty of the faithful
follower of the Lord. People say, "Why do you not try to put things right?
have only to put myself right, because | am not competent to put othigis.
You put yourself right, and then you will help other people, and that is whg¢
am trying to do. | do thank God for any little bit of light He has given me on
Word, and | am trying to share it. If | purge myself from what is not accord
to God and does not suit Christ, | shall beéva@ssel unto honour, sanctified,
and meet for the Master's use,and so also will you. But there is a moral stat
needed for Christ to take either you or me up and use us.

We have now seen that the truth of the hauf God is very important and
blessed, and it all turns on the presence of the Holy Ghost here. The peop
God are put and held together, and in its normal state there is not
unconverted one inside they are all outside. The inmates of God's hoase
in a wonderful place of privilege. No one knows me that does not live in
house. It is only those who really get into God's house that know Him. The
nothing more blessed than that.

You know the Lord, and by separation from all that is unsuitedis name you
can be in the enjoyment of the Lord in the midst of His temple. What has
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unconverted man to do with that? Nothing. He is outside. Shall we leave

im

there? No, by all means try and reach him. Go out and preach the gospel to

him. Get himconverted. Then show him the way in, to know God, and en;j
Him, and wake up to find himseH living stone"in Christ's building. Regardin
every such case | say, thank God, another stone is added, and it is beauti
see how God's building is growing

On the other hand, men have built up an immense mass of profession
must all come down. Christendom is a mass of confusion. What men call
church is no guide. Yet there is a path and a guide. You and | must learn tg

oy
ul to
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the
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our way in a day like thisy hearkening to what God says in His Word. Well said

the apostle Paul’l commend you to God, and the word of his grace, which
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which a
sanctified" (Acts 20: 32).

LECTURE 4 i ESTABL ISHED AND ENDOWED.
Acts 20: 2836; 1 Cor. 12:411, 2831; 2 Cor. 1: 21, 22.

It is abundantly plain in Scripture that God's Assembly is both established
endowed. If anybody asks me whether | belong to the "Established Churc
always say "Yes," mosmmphatically. If they ask me "Which?" | say simp

S
e

and
n" |
y

"God's"t every other | disown, because | do not find it in Scripture. | could not

be a member of anything which is not God's Assembly, for, being a membe
it, | cannot, in simple subjection to the thut acknowledge any other
membership. To be of it is enough. God's Assembly He has established
established well, 1 hope to show from Scripture, and likewise that it
endowed, marvellously endowed, for its endowment is the Holy Ghosiot
money.

Now it is noticeable that the apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthian
addresses both his epistles to "the church of God which is at Corinth." You
not, however, have observed that the address of the first epistle is to you ¢
me. Read it'Paul, callael to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will ¢
God, and Sosthenes our brother, urttte church of God which is at Corinttg
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saimtgh all that in
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every placecall upon the name of Jesus &t our Lord, both theirs and ours"
(1 Cor. 1: 1, 2)So that, if you call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, you
this epistle has its application, and is directed to you as much as to
Corinthians. What God has taught us in this epistle isettoee as binding upon
our consciences and hearts as on the first company that received it.

They were calledthe assembly of God.There is no other local company o
saints in all the New Testament which is so addressed, or to whom an ep

comes with ths inscription. In the second epistle a similar address is found:

is, "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our bro
unto the church of God which is at Corinttith all the saints which are in all
Achaia." The latter wey, for special reasons, embraced by the ministry to t
found in the second epistle. | think this manner of address is very importe
because this epistle came t&od's Assemblyin that city, and that Assembly
included every saint in Corinth. Now if attée came addressed "To the
Assembly of God in Edinburgh,” | fear that the postal officials would have s
difficulty in knowing where to deliver it. They might say, Oh, well, give it to sj
a Church. But | should say, No, that will not do, that is thetChurch. And if
they said, Then will you take it? | should say, Oh dear noand those with

whom | am in happy fellowship we are not the Church of God. I trust we ar
of it, and seeking to walk according to its plainly written instructions
Scriptue, but we are not it.

What is the Church of God in Edinburgh? All the saints in Edinurtgley are
the Assembly of God in Edinburgh today. In that day at Corinth the saints v
united, and all together, instead of being, as, alas, saints are todagedivlhe
postman at Corinth had not a bit of difficulty the bearer of these letters
would soon find the Assembly of God. If he asked for them he might be tol¢
is those queer people, who meet by themselveskeep themselves out of the
world, and area separate, holy company. Would that we all were that toda
for then the people of God would have much more power in dealing with t
world, in God's interests, than is now the case, the existence of an "Establig
Church" notwithstanding.

Now | am not oncerned with what men have established | am not at all
careful about that; but | want to inquire from Scripture what God hg¢
established, and the verses | read in 2 Corinthians carry the an$Mew he

which stablisheth uswith you in Christ, and hattanointed us,is God; who
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hath alsosealed usand given the earnest of the Spirit in our heart& Cor. 1:
21, 22) You have there the principle of establishment and endowment. T|
apostle reminds the Corinthians that God had something here that He |
edablished. It had nothing to do with the world, or with this scene, where m
have their interests and occupations. It is what God has called His Churg
"The church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood (or, with t
blood of his own)"(Acts20: 28).

Do you know what the world did with God's Son? It did not know Him; spa
His face; crowned Him with thorns; nailed Him to a tree, and slew Him; i
there is the end of the Son of God as far as the world's present attity
towards Him is conceed. You say, That is giving the world a very seric
character. Yes, and there is an immense breach between God and the w
today, because of its treatment of His blessed Son. And that is why the ap(
says:"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mysyereven the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory; whichne of
the princes of this worldknew: for had they known it, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory(1 Cor. 2: 7, 8)If they had known who the Lord of
glory was, they would not have crucified Him; but they have done it, and the
is a breach between the world and God; consequently, the moment the wor
hand appears in matters relating to God's Assembly, | do not say it is a sac
for the world, but it is asad day for the Assembly, for it shows that it has fall¢
under the influence and power of the world.

When the world cast out God's Son, a hew structure came in view; it was G
Assembly, which He had bought with the blood of His own. It was somett
very precious to God; it had cost Him the {ftood of His own dear Son. Tha
blessed Son had come Himself to redeem and bring that Church out of
world to God, as the apostle puts it in another epistle: "Our Lord Jesus CH
who gave himself for ourirss, that he might deliver us from this present ev
world" (Gal. 1: 4). God looked to have something here in this world, that v
peculiarly His own, and separate from the world. And why was it left in t
world? To let the world know what the character@od was, whose Son it hac
cast out. The Church is to be morally the continuation of Chr
characteristically'For to me to live is Christ(Phil. 1: 21)said Paul. The life of
Jesus is to be repeated in the lives of His pegpée 2 Cor. 4: 10, 11The
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world is to learn the nature of God through His Assembly. If this is to be, He|will
need to establish it not the world.

This is exactly wha? Corinthians 1: 2lpresents. First of all you have the
establishingand what is that for? | do not doubt iis for power. The moment
the saints have the sense of being stablished in Christ by God, and of thus being
sustained by God, there is power, since all is by the Holy Ghost, to walk in this
scene for God.

Further, He has'anointed" us. What will that giveus? Divine intelligence.
Intelligence is always connected with the anointif§ut the anointing which

ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach
you: but as the same anointingeacheth you of all thingsand is truth, andis

no lie, and even as ihath taught you,ye shall abide in him'(1 John 2: 27),
i.e.,they were intelligent. Where does this intelligence come from? Not fram
the human mind, which can contribute nothing in divine things, but from tJ e
Spirit of God, thathas anointed every believer. And then we further reaE:
"Who hath alsosealed usand giventhe earnest of the Spiritn our hearts" (2

Cor. 1: 22).There you get two other thoughts the seal and the earnest.
Everybody knows the meaning of a sealt gives the thought of security, and
it is a mark of identification, while the earnest of the Spirit is connected with
the enjoyment of all that is ours even now. The individual sealed with the Spirit,
and having the earnest of the Spirit, is secure and joyWdé are then
established, anointed, sealed, and have the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts;
hence power, intelligence, security, and enjoyment mark God's Assembly. It
really wants nothing else. Show me the assembly that has all this in their souls,
and they will want nothing elset they could not be contributed to, for
blessing, by anything which has its spring in man's mind. Nay, the more man is
in evidence the less will there be of God.

We read a good deal in Scripture of individuals and of the Churatgbe
establishedTosee this we will go back to Paul's history, as recorded in the Acts
of the Apostles. Before his conversion he had been bitterly opposed to the
Assembly of God, and had wrought terrible havoc in it. He was at the bottom of
the slaying ofStephen, consented to and witnessed his death, and then wllfnt
on his mad career to Damascus, to wipe the name of Jesus off the earth, He
was the terror of the Assembly. But God did then what He loves to domow

He stepped in, and converted the foremostpgment, and the'chosen vessel,"
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an apostle of Satanic hate one moment, became an apostle of Christ the
A wonderful transformation was that, very like the figure given udeiremiah
18: 26, where the potter wrought the shapeless clay. First theseewas in the
mind of the potter, then he wrought on the wheel and formed the vessel, a
then the mind of the potter was in the vessel. From eternity there had beel
purpose in the mind of God regarding Saul, and now He picks him up
converts himt his will is broken, and from that moment he becomes a mag
blessed servant of Christ. Before, the vessel was in the mind of the g
Potter; and now the mind, and thought, and purpose of God are in th
"chosen vessel,and he carried them to the Assembly.

After Saul's conversion we realfthen had the churches rest throughout all
Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edifigdicts 9: 31).Why rest?
Because Paul was converted, and his conversion marked an epoch. It
shows what that man's power wasetdre his conversion ceaseless persecutic
afflicted the saints. Then, converted by God and brought into the Assembly,
Church had rest. How much may result from one conversion!

The work of God goes on, and here and there individual companies spring
all of one kind, of one stamp, each an integral part of the one Assembly, w
the Holy Ghost had formed on the day of Pentecost; but they ne
establishing, and Paul goes round confirming the discifdes Acts 14: 22,
Acts 15: 41).In Acts 16 he goesout again, after the great congress a
Jerusalem, because he had the sense of the liberty of Christ, and he was
desirous of teaching the disciples to walk in that liberty. Judaising teack
were dogging his steps, and saying to the Gentile convéEscept ye be
circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be savéitts 15: 1).
Hence the congress at Jerusalem, from which came a letter contair
instructions as to what the Assembly should do; and Paul and Barnabas
the messengers, accompauai by Judas and Sild&ind as they went through
the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained
the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. And so were the churc
establishedin the faith, and increased in number dgfl (Acts 16: 4, 5)There
we get the first thought oéstablishmenin relation to the Church, and what ig
it? Worldly support? Far be the thought! It is the ministry of the Holy Gh¢
through this beloved apostle and his fellaworkers. It is the ministrypf the
truth that makes people free takes them out from under law, puts them in
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liberty, and the sense dthe true grace of God wherein ye standl Peter 5:
12). The Greek word for "establish" means "to make stable, or strongfiat is
real establisment. It, is divine support, and divine ministry, though comir
through human lips.

Now | will take two other verses where the word comes"kFor | long to see
you, that | may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may b
established"(Rom. 1:11). What is establishment there? Spiritual gift which
leads to divine ministry of the Word nothing else. You may depend upon it
in any measure in which the world touches the Church of God, it is
established, but diestablishedt the faith of Ga's people in Himself, as the
alone source of good, is undermined, for they are thereby taught to rest ug
an arm of flesh, and not upon the Lord. Truly said the proph@trsed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose hea
departeth from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and sh
not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in tk
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabitedJer. 17: 5, 6)The heath in the
desert is the driest thingut; and you must of necessity get a fruitless, saple
condition of spiritual life, usually called "Moderatism," in every Assem
where the things of God are allowed to be mixed up with, supported by, or
in any way tampered with by the world, that at enmity with God.

Now turn to the very first epistle penned by Paulthat to the Thessalonians.
These dear young saints a little while ago were heathen. They were conve
through the apostle's ministry. There was a great deal of opposition
Thessbonica, so that Paul had to leave it, of which we readats 17 as also
of his going to Berea. Of his hearers there we are tallese were more noble
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readine
of mind, and searchedhe scriptures daily, whether those things were so!
(ver. 11).1 want you to be Bereans men that search the Scriptures. What
say, or any other man says, is of no vatuét has no weight or authority
unless it be supported by Scripture. You go to Gaj God's Word, the
Scriptures, and get your light as | seek to get mine alone from Scripture,
the only source of light on divine things, whether the Church or aught else.
if | am wrongt put me right. | want the truth, because truth is abov
evelything.
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To these young Thessalonian believers, undergoing much persecution,
apostle wrote:"Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it
good to be left at Athens alone; and sent Timotheus, our brother, an
minister of God, and our fellovlabourer in the gospel of Christ, testablish

you, and to comfort you concerning your faith{1 Thess. 3: 1, 2What is it

that really establishes people? The ministry of the truth. Timothy was a Vv
remarkable young man, though perhaps a little timiénbe the apostle says,
"Let no man despise thy youth(1 Tim. 4: 12)Some were inclined to snub
him, and throw cold water on him a thing not unknown in the twentieth
century on the part of venerable seniors towards their younger brethrea

practice na to be commended, however. Do you know what the apostle sg
regarding Timothy?l have no man likeminded who will naturally care for

your state" (Phil. 2: 20)He was a very devoted young man, though he need
possibly a little exhortation and encouragent, which Paul gave to him, in the
two epistles addressed to him. The Assembly of God today would be all
better of a legion of Timothys, for the Thessalonians were much establishe(
the visit alluded tqsee 1 Thess. 3-8).

Establishment, thensiby the ministry of divine truth, that builds the soul up i
the knowledge of Christ. To this the apostle Peter agrees as he"SéngsGod
of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, af
that ye have suffered a while, makgou perfect,stablish, strengthen, settle
you" (1 Peter 5: 10)And again!'And beside this, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance
and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; anddgodliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. Wherefore | will not b
negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye kno
them, and beestablishedin the present truth" (2 Peter 1: 5, 6, 7, 12).
recommend you sbngly to belong to the establishment to be an
established Christian in the sense in which Scripture uses the word.

But now you will say to me, That does not touch the question of what peo
call "establishment," or "the Established Churchg., a nafonal, religious

institution, which the worldly civil power supports, and helps to maintain
know it; but | want you first to see what the relation of the world is to th
Church, and then you will be able to judge, if what we see around us, under
guise of a "national Church" has its pattern in Scripture or not. There the wd
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and the Church are at opposite poles. Turn to the Lord's praydohin 17 for
we must go to Scripture to get the truth on this point. There our blessed L
and Master, the rght before His death, is crying to His Father for His peog
He says, in the course of that prayérhave manifested thy name unto the
men which thou gavest me out of the world" (ver. &nd then adds’| pray
for them: | praynot for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for
they are thine"(ver. 9).Had He no interest in the world? The deepest intere
T He died for it; but He did not then want the world as a sphere for the disp
of His power and rule as Son of Manwhich will come alin due time. It is the
very reverse of a prayer He will yet pray in response to God's detksk:of
me, and | shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermo
parts of the earth for thy possessior(Ps. 2: 8)The Son of God is toltere to
ask, and God will give Him the heathen, the nations, for His inheritance. Ha
prayed that prayer? No, because if He had He would have got them.

What then has He done? He has passed through the world, been rejected [
died out of it, that Hemight glorify God about sin; He has annulled the pow
of death, broken up the grave, and brought to naught the power of Satan.
has ascended on high, sent down the Holy Ghost, the Church has been for
and that Assembly is His witness during His abseHe says to His Father, | d

not pray for the world yet the day has not yet come when | want the world|.

In the meantime | pray for My people. He will get the world yet, and t
kingdoms of the world, as we read Revelation 11 where there is immense
delight in heaven, when the last angel sounthnd there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of ¢
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and eyger. 15).The
moment has then arrivedor the rejected King to get His rights; then He w
pray the prayer oPsalm 2 and it will be answered without delay.

But the prayer of the second Psalm has not yet been presented to God.
whom then does the Lord pray? His own who argbut not of the world. "I

pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given
me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and | a
glorified in them. And now | am no more in the world, but these are in th
world, and | ome to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name. thos
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. While | was wi
them in the world, | kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me | hay
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kept, and none of them is lost, but the sawf perdition; that the scripture

might be fulfilled. And now come | to thee; and these things | speak in the

world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. | have given ther
thy word; andthe world hath hated thembecause they araot of the world,
even as | am not of the world. | pray not that thou shouldest take them out ¢
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evilhey are not of
the world, even as | am not of the world(John 17: 916). It is a wonderful
place the Chrisan holds in this world let us take it to heartt loved by
Christ and hated by the world. A wonderful position of privilege an

=2

=h

d

responsibility attaches to every child of God today to be here as the

representative of God morally. In resurrection the Leaid to His own’;As my
Father hath sent me, even so send | yqubhn 20: 21)to manifest grace, love,
holiness, and what God is in active goodnesthat is the mission of the saint
of God, the Church of God, in this world. As holy priests we are & off
"spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Chii$tPeter 2: 5)and as
royal priests we are ttshow forth the praises of him who hath called you out
of darkness into his marvellous lightver. 9).

Could we then expect the world to suppattiis blessed divine institution,
which our Lord call$My assembly,"purchased with His own blood, and which
we have seen is the House of God and the Body of Christ? Should we e
any support, any countenance from the world for that? Clearly not! i#dl t
Church ever got by dabbling with, or truckling to the world was a lessening

pect

of

its spiritual power and an increasing diminution of its light and real testimgny

for God. We see all round about us today what was prophetically delineatec

the Spirit of ®d, who foresaw that the world would creep into the Church ard

by

be its downfall. We get a most distinct unfolding of this defection and the

expressed mind of Christ in relation to it allRevelation 2 and 3The Lord
there sends seven letters to the sevéissemblies in Asia, commencing with
Ephesus, the most favoured of all as to privilege, for its history began w
Paul's ministry, and it received his letter somewhat later. | have no doub
these seven addresses we have a panoramic view of a prophatige,

showing that which the Church of Gad seen in responsibility down here as

ith
in

the vessel of testimony would be, during the absence of the Lord. They were
seven local Assemblies, and were told that if they did not answer to the mind

of the Lord they wald be removed; and they have been there is scarce a
trace of real Christianity in any of those places today. The candlestick has b
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removed. But there is more than this, if we look at them, as we ought to,|as
prophetically unfolding the main featurex the Church's history, as seen in it
responsibility, from its first defection of heart for Christ, to the final removal of
the vessel of testimony by spueing out of His mouth.

In Ephesus it was the declining of first lavethe Church could get on withu
Christ's personal company, and though busy in His things they could do without
Him; they had let other things come in. They got sleepy, dull, and occupied yith
the things of the world, and ceased to be according to the mind of Christ. This
took place, Istorically, in the first and second centuries of the Christian era.

Then in Smyrna you have great persecution, and that epoch was seen ir the
second and third centuries, when the most fearful persecutions took place. The
Lord said,"Ye shall have tribulabn ten days"(Rev. 2: 10)and it has been
noticed that there were ten distinct times of persecution. But the devil found
out that persecution was just the way to wake up God's people. First of| all
Satan will try and seduce you; and if he cannot do thatwill seek to crush
you T these were always his tactics. The flames of persecution, howeyer,
brought out more and more what was in the saints that had been wrought by
God. They were all the brighter for it, so Satan altered his opposition again,
with better success.

When we come to Pergamos, where do we find the Church of God has taken up
her abode? The complaint of the Lord'isknow thy works, and where thou
dwellest, even where Satan's throne i§Rev. 2: 13)They had not given up the
confession oHis name nor denied His faith, even in those day®oking back
to the times of persecution in Smyrma when Antipas (meaning "against
everybody") was the characteristic attitude of faithfulness to Christ, involving
martyrdom in many. | would like to benantipas, if every one else is giving up
the truth, as was then the case as regards keeping separate from the world.
Get hold of the Lord, and if everybody is against you, put your back agains{ the
rock and stand. Some one once said to Luther, "All thddnis against you."
His reply was, "God and | are a match for them." Many an Antipas lost hisl|life,
but their names are enshrined in the Lord's memorial of theniMy faithful
martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelletfver. 13).

This epoch, wich Pergamos describes, corresponds with the fourth centufy,
when the Roman Empire became nominally Christian. The Emperor
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Constantine embraced Christianity outwardly, though we are told he defer
his baptism to his deathbed. Instead of trying to crush Christianity, pagan
Romet now become Christian in professiaon said, We will shield Christians
we will take care of them, we will take them under our wing; and that was t
utter defeat of God's professing Church. They were taken under the wing of

world, protected, and upheld by the world, and the profession of Christiani

forced on heathen races at the point of the sword. This really was the Cht
going into captivity. Her beintipus establishedamong the nations led to what
is now by men caltkthe "Established Church." | do not wonder at one of yo
greatest and most pious men in Scotlandwhen he saw the nominal Church
of the land about to assemble, accompanied by martial bands and moun
soldieryt saying of it then, "There goes the Chuiichchains.” He saw that
which was nominally the Church supported by all the world could furnish. C
always tells us what is coming, so what Dr Chalmers saw, Scripture prepar
for.

In Thyatira things go from bad to worse. In Pergamos the Church cbtivée
world. In Thyatira the Church ruled the world. It perfectly describes the d
ages, which ran fully a thousand years, when Rome as the ecclesias
mistress of the nations of Europe, could excommunicate monarchs, and go
length of compelling &ing to go and kiss the Pope's toe. You say, Tha
ancient history. Yes, but here Revelation 2it is all depicted before it came to
pass. And that is why the Lord said to ThyatiNoptwithstanding | have this
against thee, that thou sufferest that wman Jezebel, which calleth herself &
prophetess; and she teaches and seduces my servants to commit fornicati
and to eat things sacrificed unto idolgRev. 2: 20)The Church began to teach
in these days instead of being content to be taught. Consedyets edicts
were promulgated and Scripture set asideyea, soon forbidden to be read by
the laity. We do not get in Scripture that the Church teaches. She is taught.
has to listen to God, and by His apostles and prophets of the New Testar
His mird has been revealed. The Church has only to obey. God teaches b
Word, and only by His Word and His Spirit, so that any teaching not in kee
with Scripture is utterly valueless to an obedient child of God. The point is
T that which is the realeaching power in the Church of God today is the san
as at the beginning, viz., the Holy Ghost acting in energy through the gifts
Christ, as Head of the Church, still furnishes to His Body.
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Thyatira runs on to the Lord's return, it must be notic@ihat which ye have
already, hold fast till 1 come"(ver. 25), shows this; and the papacy will

continue till then without doubt. That history has a strange way of repeatihg

itself is only too true, and Jezebel is going ahead with leaps and bounds in
present day in the British Isles. This will continue till the rapture of the saints
the removal to heaven of God's Assemblyand then"Babylon the great, the
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth(see Rev. 17: 4, ®t seq.)

T the Apostate Chuwh t will be destroyed by the ten horns and the beasf,

who will hate the whore and burn her with fire. Whsite taughtwas mingling
with the world socially, and going on with the world religiously. Hence
Christendom everywhere you have Established Giescwith State patronage

this

n

and pay, and the reigning monarch the head of the nation and of the Church at

one moment, by reason of his exalted position nationally, irrespective of a
guestion of his knowledge of Christ, of being born of the Spirit and ddaje
the Spiritt which is the very essence of Christianityand the whole idea of

ny

the Headship of Christ is lost. Of course this kind of an Established Church|suits
man in the flesh, i.e., the world generally. In fact it is what is called "the

Christianworld." What an idea! Does it not make you shudder? The wo
murdered Jesus; how can it be Christian, not knowing Christ? Let us oper|
eyes to Scripture, and what God's Word gives us.

Id
our

| see the world to be a system where man wants to get on and beyhapp

without God; and if you bring in the light and truth of God's Word to men |of

the world, they will soon let you know what they think of you. The world is the

world T let us beware of it. Our Lord truly saidf the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world

would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but | have chospn

you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word
that | said unto you, The servant is not greaterah his lord. If they have

persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they

will keep yours also'(John 15: 1&0). Bearing His words in mind, what shal|

we do? We cannot get out of the world, but we can walk through it as
witnesses for Christ. We are interested in every man in it, and | should like to

drag every man out of it and bring him to know Christ as his Saviour, Lord
Head.
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Now as to endowment. You will find there is such a thing as Chris
endowment in the New Té¢asment, and that the Church of God is splendid
endowed. You get the endowment Romans 12: @; 1 Corinthians 12and
Ephesians 4: -13. It is all that the Holy Ghost can bring into the Churc
nothing else. Any other endowment will eventually only darrh. InRomans
12 all flows from God; irephesians 4hrist in glory is the source of the gifts
while in 1 Corinthians 12 for practical use and profit in the Assembl
everything is by the SpiritThe manifestation of the Spirit is given to every
man to profit withal" (ver. 7). Some think this means everybody, and that g
men, Jew, Turk, infidel, or heathen have the Spirit. The only man who
according to the teaching of Scripture, has the Spirit of God today, is the
who has been born of the Spirtbeen led to believe in the Lord Jesus Chris
been washed in the blood of Christ, and subsequently sealed by the Spirit.
is true of every believer today he is sealed for security and enjoyment, an
whatever gift God may in His grace give him istlier benefit of all the rest.
"For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word ¢
knowledge by the same Spiritfver. 8).All the spiritual gifts taken together are
the endowmentt the divine endowment of God's Assembly.

| usedto have great difficulty about Corinthians 13 as to why its portrayal
of love came in there, betweeohapter 12 which describes the various gifts
given to the Assembly, andhapter 14, which shows the sphere of their
exercise, i.e., the Assembly innfttion T like Parliament in session where
Paul makes it very plain thaprofit" is to be the keynote of what takes place it
God's Assembly. | could not understand why the apostle broke off his subje
gifts and began to speak of lovedhapter 13l think | see it now. The reason is
thisT in chapter 12we have some of the variety of gifts with which the Ho
Ghost endows the Assembly of, Godli€orinthians 14ve see that Assembly
in function, and the keynote of that chapter is, What will build MyRat will
profit? What profited was to obtain what did not was allowed no place. N¢
matter what gift you may have, it is of no possible value in the Assembly un
you have come right through the atmosphere afapter 13 You have to be
permeatedt youand your giftt in love, or it is no good at all. Whatever yot
may have, if it be not exercised in lovethe spirit ofchapter 13t it is really
valueless. Love thinks of everybody but itself, and seeks their profit. That
fine chapter to spend youspare moments in; you will come out a ver
different kind of man after doing so, for you will be so like Christ.
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There, then, is the endowment of the Assembly of God; and now let us go
to Acts 2Q because the servant of the Lord who brought out thethr of

Church Endowment illustrated it in his own history, and in so doing he bri
out points of great importance. Paul had wrought at Ephesus for over t
years(Acts 19: 810), many had been blessed, and while there, in the exerci
of apostolic authaty, he had doubtless appointed elders over the new
formed Assembly. Some time after this, being at Miletus, he sent for them
come to him. He gave them a lovely review of his ministry in Asia, and follo
it by the solemn chargeiTake heed thereforaunto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed t
assembly of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood [or, blood
His own]. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolveseen
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men ari
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after the(Atts 20: 2830).

Now we have often heard of apostolic succession, and men today m
deceive you or me about,iso it is well to notice what Scripture says. Paul sa
| shall have successors, but they will 'lggievous wolves."The Lord speaks
about them also."Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves(Matt. 7: 15). We have to

use our spiritual eyes, and see, and possibly we must ask, Is that man a m
God? or, Is he a wolf in sheep's clothing? The Lord speaks of false prophe
those who come in and exercise their influence over men, and walbegpt to

be influenced. The Lord tells us what they were, and Paul also indicates th
There were no apostolic successarsthough there were those who falsely
took that place. The Lord in writing to the Ephesians by the pen of John s
"Thou hast tred them whichsay they are apostles, and are not, and hast
found them liars"(Rev. 22). The apostles were the foundation of the Assemb
(see Eph. 2: 20 he foundation of a house once laid is not repeated. Hence
should not expect to find apostolic stessors. To any man who takes up th
ground | should say, Scripture does indicate you, but it is not by a nhame tj
desired. The man that takes up that ground, and assumes to be an apos
successor must of necessity find himself classed artigngvous wolves"and

"liars." Those are epithets that no sober man would desire to be labelled w
yet, notwithstanding this, scalled "apostolic successors" are to be found

Christendom today. With this clear light of Scripture on the subject we n
dismis the figment of "apostolic succession." Deliverance from it will he
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many a child of God into the truth, however, for while Christ gave no m
apostles nor any apostolic successors, in His tender love He has continu
give all the gifts needed for ¢hupbuilding of His Church. He never hinted at
as is to be expected and was careful not to introduce that which we hav
seen introduced by man, with very sad results, as witnessed in Roméand
children” (see Rev. 2: 23).

"Take heed therefore untogurselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers [or "bishops"as it is everywhere else
rendered], to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his oy
blood. For | know this, that after my departing shaijrievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men aris
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after the(dtts 20: 280)
was good advice to those Ephesian elders, and to all who seek to minist
divine things. True ministry always detaches souls from the minister, j
attaches them to Christ; and if ministry does not do that, then it is be
pernicious. HoGhost ministry always leads the hearer to have to do wi
Christ personally, and to valdlee written Word of God. How fully did Paul fee
this as he said,And now, brethren, | commend you to God, and to the wor(
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritan
amongall them which are sanctified(ver. 32).There agin is the endowment
in resultt believers are built up, enriched, and brought into touch with all th
saints, i.e., those separated to God, Where must the saint of God find |
resources and supplies in this or any day? In God, and His Word.

Hold on to tlat Word. Let no "higher critic" with his axe of infidel origin lo
from your Bible the portion which his "scientific criticism" outcome only of
his own blindness to the necessity of its place in the arch of inspired revela
T would have you expunge. &k the man that would rob you of a line of it
You may say, He is a clever, learnedtaydate, good man. | care not; if he
touch my Father's Word he is a robber in disguise, a wolf in sheep's clothi
believe that book to be inspired from cover tovaw, but | know that in the so
called Church today the men who are undermining faith in that book are
very men who should be its conservators. They pose as its expositors, anl
paid to be its upholders, but too many, alas! are mere "Scriptlestroyers" so
far as their teaching evinces. | would say lovingly to yoBeware of these
robbers; heed them not. If we were to listen to the bold and bald infidelity
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these latterday critics of God's holy Word, they would rob us of most of
books, leavig but few pages for faith to feed on. In fact, little but the cove
would be left. | would exhort you to do what | purpose doing. What is that
will make them a present of the covers, and keep the book intact.

The apostle next say$t have coveted noman's silver, or gold, or apparel.
Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto r
necessities, and to them that were with melvers. 33, 34)Why does that

come in? The apostle knew what a part money was going to play
Christendom. Andyou know today how much people are thinking abol
Churchmoney, and what a commotion there is in this land over it. Do you fi
money much connected with God's things in Scripture? | do not, at least

commendatory way. It has a large place in Chridten. Very large. Did you
ever face this question What would be the result if money and music wer
taken clean out of Christendonm? Take out money. Would not many pulpits
be affected? Take out music, and many pews would be emptied. And that ig
Church is it? Little wonder that the Church is today the laugkstark of the

world, as they note the keen contest for goods and gear, money and manse

But you say, The servants of the Lord must be supported. Certainly. Look a
dear man of God, and seeoW he was supported. To every one who woul
have given to him, he could say, | do not want your support. To the Philipp
he wrote when they had sent him heliNot because | desire a gift: but |
desire fruit that may abound to your account(Phil. 4: 17. At that time he
was a prisoner, but before then he supported himself by making tents, ar
guarantee they were the best tents in the mark@tcts 18: 3)He would not
give any man a chance of saying, Paul was paid for it; or, | have made Pau
He kept himself; and | think the man that earns his bread by some hon
trade, and then gives himself to the work of the Lord, is the happiest and
freest man, because he is perfectly independent of any man but his Mas
Paul would not take a penny frothe Corinthiangsee 1 Cor. 9: 15, 18; 2 Cor|
11: 7-9),though he laid down the rule that the servant should be supported.
laid it down for others and flung it up for himself. He laboured and support
himself, ministered the truth, but kept the thingg God far apart fronifilthy,
lucre" as he himself terms {{Titus 1: 7).

Money is spoken of in Scripture, but rarely with commendation,"foe love

of money is the root of all evil'(1 Tim. 6: 10).This statement is easily
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corrected if not true. Let s trace the history of money in connection with
Christ and His things. It began with Judas, who grudged his Master the vallie of
the box of ointment that Mary of Bethany broke over His blessed body. He
could have madéthree hundred pence'out of it, and ket for himself what
would not have been missed from the bag he bérehn 12: 5, 6)Foiled then,
he directly afterwards sold his Master fthirty pieces of silver'(Matt. 26: 14
16). Next we hear of the "hush money" which the chief priests and elders| of
Israel paid the Roman soldiers to deceive the world and deny the Lofd's
resurrection."They gave large money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, his
disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. And if this corpe
to the governor's cars, we wipersuade him, and secure you. So they took th
money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported
among the Jews until this day(Matt. 28: 1215).

The end ofActs 4shows Barnabas doing well with his money as he laat it
the apcstles' feet"(vers. 36, 37)This act then led some others in the Assembly
to desire to have a better character for devotedness than they deservid.
Ananias and Sapphira sought to deceive the apostles about the price of their
land. They were convicted of iag "lied to the Holy Ghost," and the hand of
God fell upon them in judgment, and they died.

Then inActs 6, "there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against th
Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministratior)’
(ver. 1).In Acts 8 non the sorcerer offered money to the apostles to buy th
Holy Ghost, which revealed his true state, for Peter says to Hilmy money
perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may b
purchased with money. Thou hast neither part ntmt in this matter: for thy
heart is not right in the sight of God(vers. 20, 2 1).

[

[¢)

[{))

The twice repeated allusion to Balaam should make every man chary of
trafficking in divine things coupled with money, lest he in any degree might
seem to be of thoséwhich have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray,
following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of
unrighteousness'(2 Peter 2: 15).

The apostle Jude's allusion to such is no less sol&voe unto them! for they
have gone in the wayf Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam fo
reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Cor@ler. 11).Three characters of
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evil which would be apparent in Christendom, becoming apostate, are t?‘
portrayed.

"The way of Cain'is mere natural rkgion characterised by the opposition of
the flesh to God's testimony and God's real peopilde error of Balaam'ls an
ecclesiastical evil, teaching error for rewat@he gainsaying of Coreis open
opposition to God's Authority in his true King andeBt, our Lord Jesus Christ
From how many pulpits today is the very divinity of the blessed Lord den
and the atonement He effected scouted, as being quite unnecessary, for ma
not fallenand needing redemption, but ascending gradually.

In a day wha the ministry has become, alas! a mere "bread trade" with ma
T | do not say alt who take it up, just as a man would enter the army, th
navy, or one of the learned professions, to make a living thereby, and
prepared to fling Scripture and scripdrcreeds to the winds, to keep in touclh
with the world's advancing infidelity, Jude's words are indeed weighty &
pregnant with deepest warning to all who minister in God's house.

The less money enters into the things of God the better. The endowmeheof
Assembly of God has no relation to money. Its endowment consists in
Scriptures of trutht God's holy Wordr and in the Holy Ghost. The latter
dwells in every Christian, and likewise in the Assembly, and is competer
supply all that the Assembheeds in its earthly pathway down here.

If I have trenched in these remarks upon anything that you have held as 1
and sacred, believe me it is only because | desire that you and | should we
the light of Scripture, and according to what God has miveHis Word. God
builds, God establishes, God furnishes, God endows; and His Spirit is as
here today to supply all the need of His Assembly as on the day of Pente
The Lord give us to heed His Word.

LECTURE 5 A THE BODY OF CHRIST: THE UNITED
CHURCH. Ephesians 4:-16.

The Assembly viewed as the Body of Christ is presented to us under that fi
in four New Testament epistles Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesianand
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Colossiansand | want, with the Lord's help, very briefly to indicate to you tk
salient points that the Spirit of God presents in these epistles, in so speakin
the Church of God.

Get the thought of the Body first of all in your minds. What is the body?

body is any part of me that is not my head. But of course the body woutf bjE
y

no use without the head, and the head would be of no use without the bo
The Church when presented in Scripture as being the Body of Christ is
expression of a wonderful divine unity, and that unity is formed by the H
Ghost. There is a thouglim people's minds that we aranited to Christ by

faith. Such is not the case. Nor are we united to Christ by litbat is not the

truth. We arerelatedto Christ by faith, but that is not union; and we have th
life of Christ, but that is not the thoughhat is presented in the expression
here: "There is one body, and one SpirifEph. 4: 4).The Holy Ghost is the
formative power of the Church of God, and the Holy Ghost is that by which
saints of God on this earth are united to a Man in glory.d eace before, that
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the Head of the Church was never dead. | repeat it, because | think it will help

us to understand what is meant by the Headship of Christ in this way.

He who is now Head of the Church was once dead, but it was after He was
from the dead, and had passed into glory, that He then took this new place
Head of that which is called His Body. The Messiah died, the King of the {
but never the Head of the Church, because He was never Head of the CH
till He was alive from the dea@nd ascended. Ascension takes you to the sp
where Manhood is now in glory, and we shall see that what the Lord Jesus
Man before God, He shares with all those whom, in His grace, He is pleas
call His brethren. What He was as God ever remtdiassamet He did not

cease to be God because He became Man. He took human nature

conjunction with the divine nature in His own Person when He came to eaf
But He needed to become man in order that any of us should be united to Hi

More than that: Hehad to die, as, in words so deeply expressive of what was
His heart he saysExcept a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit'(John 12: 24)Now
that He is risen and glorified, we apaited to Him by the Holy Ghost given t¢
dwell within us. We could not have been united to Him if He had abode in
Godhead glory. It is as Man ascended up far above all heavens that He
become"Head over all things to his body the churchri John 20He could say
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to Mary, "Go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Fathe
and your Father; and to my God, and your Go@bhn 20: 17)He, the true
"corn of wheat," unique in Himself, and always alone till He had died, is n
able, as alive &m the dead, to associate His own with Himself on resurrecti
ground. The Sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one before God. But th
not union yet. InActs 1: 5we read that not many days thence, they were to b
baptized with the Holy Ghost; drthus we know fronl Corinthians 12: 1¢he
Body of Christ was formed.

There is a notion abroad in Christendom that because Christ became incar
He took fallen humanity into union with Himself, and thus elevated manho
That would be Christ becomingne with us in our fallen condition. No, that He
was alone, as become Man, it cannot be too earnestly presséstily, verily, |
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abide]
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fraf (John 12: 24)What is the rich
harvest of fruit that sprang from that precious seed of corn falling into t
ground in death? All who are Christ's from Pentecost till He comes. If you g
Christian you are part of it. He is risen, and now the tratmot that Christ has
become united to us, but that we by the Holy Ghost become united to Him.
old man once said to mé|s it not glorious that He has become bone of ou
bone, and flesh of our flesh?'said to him: "That is a very wrong thought.
lowers Christ to our level. The truth is that He raises us to His level, and w
risen from the dead makes Wbone of Hiso 2y S I Yy R T STheK
one is false, unsound doctrine, that suits man in the flesh, because i
supposed to take up eve man. The other is the truth of God, and applies on
to those whom Christ can call His brethren, those who are born of the Sp
washed from their sins in the Saviour's blood, and sealed by the Spirit, so
they can truly say;Abba, Father.”

Let 18 now turn to the first epistle which speaks of the Bothor as we have
many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one
another" (Rom. 12: 4, 5)You have Assemptruth alluded to here, but it is not
unfolded. Here is the first teaching in the New Testament as to the Body
Christ, and the youngest believer can take in its meariiAg.we have many
members in one bodyalludes to our arms, fingers, and feet, etc.the many
members in the human body, which is the figure Paul is going to "édk.
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members have not the same officeThere is a great lesson in that. Each has
own function."So we, being many, are one body in Christvho are the "we"?
All Christims. You must not think of it as a society, a club, a mere organisat
as men would say. Take the thought of the members of the human body,
then ask who compose the one bodyany," in fact all Christians on earth
today are of it, and compose the Bpaf Christ in its time aspect. What body
do you belong to? In Scripture we only read of the one Body of Christ.
Christians are of it!And every one members one of another” | think that
means, | cannot get on without you, and you cannot get on withme.
Therefore what you see all around you todaythe universally consentetb
distinctions, differences, and dissensions among the people of God who
split up into numberless scalled "bodies't is only the work of the enemy,
and you will find thatwhat had produced these things is not that saints ral

round the truth, but round some little difference. The uniting bond is some

doctrine, or creed, or ordinance it is not the glorious, wonderful truth of the
unity of the Body of Christ, formed byedhHoly Ghost here upon earth, anc
Christ, the risen ascended Man, the Head thereof in glory.

The "many" are one body in Christ, and surely if one be a member of that b
that is quite enough. You say, But there are many "bodies" in Christenc
today. True but they are all going to be left behindtynd-by when the Lord
comes for His own. They will all get their gravealogtby, and be forgotten for
ever. And what about the Body of Christ? It will be for ever with its Heag
heavenly glory, its eternal dény T everything else is to be left behind; anc
therefore | could not belong to any of these "bodies." They are not scriptura
they are not lasting enough, not good enough for one who enters into what {
Body of Christ is. "We, being many, are oneyod Christ," lets me know the
body to which | and all Hol@hostsealed saints belong. Every believing child
God today on the face of the earth is a member of that which He calls the B
of Christ. Every other membership, therefore, is superfluoustmsay false to
the membership God has formed.

Now turn tol Corinthians 10: "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not t
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not t
communion of the body of ChristqVer. 16).That isthe cup for which we give
thanks at the Lord's Supper; and the cup comes first because we can only
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right with God on the ground of redemption by blood, and that is why the Sp
here emphasises the fact of death by putting the cup before the loaf.

What is the meaning of the breaking of bread? Do you break bread just to
refreshed in spirit? | have no doubt you will be that, through the infinite gra

of the Lord, but that is not the primary thought. it is the expression of the

fellowship of the Bodyof Christ; it is the way in which the Body of Chri
expresses its fellowship here upon earth; and of course that does not embt
the unconverted. If he wants to be there, what would you do? | should try
make him feel he had no right there. Not beimgnember of the Body of Christ
T not knowing Christ as his own personal Saviouhmis true place is outside. If
kept outside, he might learn his true state as unsaved, instead of be
deceived by being given a position that does not belong to him; angénwt
awakened to that solemn discovery, he would want to get into the reality
what alone could meet that state, viz., finding Christ as a Saviour. It is not tk
have no interest in men's souts | have lived and laboured to win them fot
Christ for morethan forty yearst but God's Word makes it abundantly plair
that no unconverted man has any right to be at the Lord's Table. How drea
to thoughtlessly take in your hands the bread and wine that speak of a Sav
of whom you are utterly ignorant, andf a communion of His death in which
you have no part. If you are a child of God, and a member of Christ, it is G
will you should be there, unless there be some grave disqualification in your
and ways that puts you, in discipline, outside, andréhmay be such. If not, it
is the privilege, the portion, and the responsibility of every member of Chrisi
be there, expressing the communion of the Body of Christ.

Why? "For we, being many, are one loaf, and one body: for we are al
partakers of that ane loaf (as it really is)'(ver. 17).What does our partaking
of the loaf express? The unity of the Body of Christ of which each and e
saint is a member it is the company that has been formed by the Holy Gho
of which we own that we are part, in paking of the one loaf. But i1l

Corinthians 11you pass from the thought of the Body of Christ mystically
the human body of the blessed Lord, given for us in death. Thus you meef
wish, so touchingly expressed to His own the night He was betrdged. he
took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, Tt
is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of riaike 22:
19). That is to say, God combines in the Lord's Supper two thougHisst, the
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Lord's death ishown forth, and next, that which has been the result of thJ
death, viz., the Holy Ghost coming down and the Church being formedrther
one bodyt as it is of one loaf we partake. You eat in fellowship with all t
saints of God, as you take that whictlthe memorial of Christ going into death
for you, in necessary separation from and judgment in yourself of all that I
to be met by that death in the judgment of God.

We must not confound the Lord's Supper witbhn 6 There we read'Except
ye eat the fesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in ya
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life/ers. 53,
54). There we have the substanae of whichthe Supper is the shadow. It is
really knowing Christ as the One whas died, and then in faith, and in the
affection of your heart, you turn back to the cross where Jesus suffered.
can say, | shall never be there, because He was there. | eat the bread, ar
back, in memory, in heart and affection, to the spot whéte was once, but
where He never will be again; and when you break the bread it is the memc
of a Christ that does not exist there is no such Christ now. He liveth now an
is alive for evermore, if He were dead. The broken bread and the cup tell u
Christ in that condition in which He once was, and never will be agdimey
tell us of a dead Christ: we know and love, and delight in a living Christ.
oneness of the Body is truly expressed in the breaking of breafdthe truth
thereof be fully @prehended by our souls.

Now turn to 1 Corinthians 12."For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one bog
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whet
we be Jew or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all ma

to drink into one Spirit"(1 Cor. 12: 12, 13Note the language Paul uses here.

He is talking of the Church, the Assembly of the saints of God down here,
when he has brought in his fige of the human body having many members
and yet forming but one body, he saySo also i<hrist"t | should have said,
"So also is theChurch"- no one else would dare to write what Paul wrate
"So also is Christ." There is a Man in glory, and Heséas down the Holy
Ghost, and gathered out of this world for God, and redeemed by His bloo
company of sinners, saved by grace; He has put them together by the S
and they belong to Him; they are thus united to Him, as being His body, anc
is the Head of that body; He is one with them, and they with Him; hence
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said to Saul;Why persecutest thou me?In persecuting His people Saul wa
persecuting Christ. He says, You are touchingt Mdly people and Myself are
one.

| can understand now why heys®"So also is Christ.What a wonderful thing
the Church is. You say, The Church is only composed of men. Wrong.
composed of men, but what of the Holy Ghost? You say, Is not Christ the H
and are not men the Body? It has for its head Christ,itdnity is formed by
the Holy Ghost, who is in each member; you must not forget that. You say,
| did not think of that wonderful bond. There would be no Church but for t
Holy Ghost. He indwells you, if a believer, and me also, and unites ustto
ascended One in glory; and that same Spirit binds you and me togettiEor
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one bodyVver. 13). What could be
simpler? What puts a believer into the Body of Christ? The baptism of the k
Ghost. That does not meahat there is a new baptism every day. Before th
Holy Ghost came down, the Lord said to His own, as we have'séeshall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hencécts 1: 5).The Holy
Ghost came, this baptism took place on the day of Penst, and the Body of
Christ was formed. For the moment it consisted of Jewish believers only; t
in Acts 10the Gentiles were brought in, not by Paul, but in the wisdom of G¢
through Peter. This was beautifully confirmed by what took place later
Jerusalem(see Acts 15)when the question was raised as to whether th
Gentiles, who were not under law, should be put under law. It was decidec
and promulgated from Jerusalem, that since they had received the Spirit, t
were set free from everythinghat the Jew was under as such. The Body
Christ was to walk in subjection to its Head.

Why does the apostle elsewhere sdgive none offence, neither to the Jews
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God(® Cor. 10: 32)The Church of
God is a ttally new structure, that has been brought into the scene, as form
out of both Jew and Gentile. It began at Pentecost, as we have seen, and
that day countless souls have been baptized into the One Body. You do
hear of a new baptism or a secomdptism of the Spirit in Scripture, though

people often speak in this fashion unintelligently, as though it were repeated.

is not. When people have got out of the seventh of Romans, and are free
happy before God, they speak of a second baptism. Mostably they are just
tasting the first. The man ilRomans 7is full of himself, and therefore
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wretched; but a man who is in the liberty of the Spirit of God is very happy,
"where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty2 Cor. 3: 17).

The baptsm of the Holy Ghost took place once, and once only, so far as | 1
of it in Scripture. How then do believers now receive it? may fairly be aske
will reply by seeking to illustrate. | take you down to a park where there i

lake. It is a beautifultsnmer day, and there is not a ripple on the water. In that

water for fifty yards all round the margin of the lake there are scattered rusl
springing up, which approach nearly to the centre of the lake. | take u
pebble, fling it, and it drops into theentre of the lake. There is a little
commotiont a circle forms on the surface; that circle spreads and widens @
and soon the nearest rushes get taken in. It widens further, andnolby the

movement reaches to the very edge of the pond, and ever isisn. Now, as
each soul is saved, by faith in Jesus, and is then sealed by the Spirit,
embraced in the baptism of the Spirit, as the rushes were embraced in
everwidening circle. This will go on till the latest and last member of Chris
brought into the Church, and then it will be caught up. There is no n
baptism, but each believer, in his or her turn, gets into the circle. No illustrat
is perfect, but that is the best | know. The Spirit of God has come, and thus
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one Spirit are we labaptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles|. .

. and have been all made to drink into one Spirit." Before the cross the Jew
bid to hold aloof from the Gentile, but now they are united, for they a
brought into one body by the receptioof the Holy Ghost, and are to walk ir
happy fellowship, since they have been made to drink into one Spirit.

In John 17 the Lord prayed to the Fath®&rhat they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us:tttie

world may believe that thou hast sent me{ver. 21). Did the world ever
believe that the Father sent the Son? | think at the beginning, when they w
all"of one heart and of one soul(Acts 4: 32)and were walking in the joy and
love of Christ, te testimony to the world was so powerful that they wers
compelled to bow to the truth in multitudes, and this might have gone on so
to embrace the world, if the saints had been faithful. Those who did so w
real and genuine. Eagypoing lipprofessionwas not in vogue then, and, as
have before remarked, in Acts 5 people were not in such a hurry to "join
Church" as they are today. Would you join the Church if you thought C
would cut you off by death for telling a lie? That is what it was thien
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unholiness in His House He would not stand, and Ananias and Sapphira
but for the moment there was a beautiful testimony, and a lovely answer
the Lord's prayer they had one object, they were delighting in Christ, seeki
to serve Him, walking irove, and blessed, holy fellowship, and there was

died;
to
g
a

oneness and unity that were not simulated. It was the oneness of love and of

the Spirit that filled their bosom and controlled their life; but to our shame be
told, that did not last, and this testimortg the world broke down.

It is a great thing for every Christian to get into his soul the sense that ther
"one body,"and one only, and that whether hitherto aware of it or not

he is a member thereof Why did Paul say to the Corinthiéddew ye are the
body of Christ, and members in particula¢l Cor. 12: 27)just to teach them
and us this truth, and preserve us from accepting membership of anything t
is not the local expression of this wonderful Body. You may perhaps have a
yourselves, Wat is meant by "The Body of Christits Local, Time, and Eterna
Aspects"? which was the subject | announced for this afternoon's address.
is the answer in part. This is thacal aspect of the Body of Christ. Paul write
to the Corinthians, to all @&i's people in Corinth;Yeare the body of Christ.”
They were not all the Christians in the world at that moment. No, but the lo
Assembly at Corinth was the expression of the greater truth. As my bod
under the direction, the control, and will of ntyead, so was it to be in that
day. The Assembly at Corinth being united to Christ in glory, and drawing g
supplies from Him, was to walk according to the figure used here, and so
the aggregate of the saints in every other place then and todag. arhe
human body is sometimes afflicted with a disease called chorea, where
muscles are all in motion, and they will not keep quiet although the he
desires they should. | think the Church of God has got that kind of dise
today. The members arall doing their own will. It ought not to be so with the
Body of Christ, but, alas, so it is.

It is really very important to see that when the Assembly of God is spoken ¢
any locality, it is viewed as beirithe body of Christ"in that locality, and is
responsible to walk as such. It is because this is not seen that Chrisi
consent to the confusion now existing on every hand. If you admit members
of any one of the many ecclesiastical bodies on earth, it must necessarily
you out from the othes, hence | want that we should learn from God's Wo
the alkimportance and divine sufficiency of simply recognising the members
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which, in the case of every believer, now exists as to the Body of Christ. If
have not got hold of the truth as to theoBy of Christ, and that you are g
member thereof, you will allow yourself in many things that the Word of G
does not warrant.

Not long ago | was speaking to three Christian young men. One said he v
member of the Established body; the second, of theeFChurch; and the third,
of the United Presbyterian. | said to the first, "Now, who is the Head of y
body?" "Oh, Christ," he replied; and the other two likewise claimed Christ
the Head of their respective bodies. "Has Christ then three bodies8kdda

"Oh no, that would never do," they replied, in chorus. "Then you are ez
members of a body without a Head, and that is merely a trunk, a corpse.” T
then turned their queries on me, and asked what body | was a member of.
reply was easy. "l haveever been a member of anything but the Body (¢
Christ, and never mean to be. That is the membership which God in His ¢
accords me, and that surely is enough, and it takes in all that are His."

It is high time we Christians looked at Scripture, andg@d ourselves by
Scripture, as to this matter, for otherwise we must make a great mistake a
the mind of Christ. Where and what is the Body of Christ, say in Edinbu
today? It is composed of all the saints of God in the town. Are they walkin
unity, love, and order, according to the figure of the "one body" to which th
all belong? Alas! no. Then what are we to do? | will tell you what | should lik
do 1 | want to walk according to the truth,e., according to the principle of
the one Body ofChrist. | do not suppose | shgkt all the saints to act othis
truth, but that is the real principle in Scripture, and | want it to have, effe
upon my life and ways, and | give you credit for the same.

"The body of Christ" then has a local aspedhjolt ought to be in evidence,
while, at the same time, the truth of the whole Assembly on earth bei
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regarded as the Body also, is clear from what the apostle immediately a
"And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily proph
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, government
diversities of tongues'(ver. 28),which manifestly refers to the whole. Thes
are chiefly spiritual gifts which were needed for the whole Church at

beginning, not all of wich are found now. There are no apostles and prophe
now. Why? They have done their work and passed off the scene; they v

used administratively and by their teaching to lay the foundation, and on th
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written ministry we now repose& so we cannot g up a line of Scripture
nor is aught more to be expected. A man having dug out his foundation, lays
foundation stones, and then he goes on building. All that is wanted for G
work, in carrying on the rest of the building, we shall finé&Ephesias 4 which
chapter presents the body in itsne aspect.

Let us now pass on to that epistle, and see how the truth comes out. ]
apostle is there occupied with developing the truth of what the Body of Ch
is to the Head. The difference between Ephesiand Colossians is this in
Ephesians you have what the Body of Christ is to the Head; in Colossian
get what the Head is to the Body, even as in Romans and Corinthians you
the relation of the members to one another, in and as united to the H&#ad
danger of the Colossians was not holding the Head. Our added danger tod
not seeing what it is to be an Ephesiana person who knows himself to be in
the counsels of God; and is then instructed how to walk according to
vocation, so as to cogspond to what God in eternity predestined, and then i
time called him to be.

The epistle opens with a lovely doxologBiessed be the God and Father o
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
heavenly places in Chrisaccording as he hath chosen us in him before th
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
him in love"(Eph. 1: 3, 4)There is the elective choice of God. The Church w
the thought of God in eternity, before the foundati of the world; but the
individual relationships are treated of first before the corporate are unfolde
You will never learn the truth corporately till you have learned it individual
God thinks of the individual believer first. God chose us in Cbefire the

foundation of the world. Long before there was a world, upon which the fi
man sinned, the believer was chosen in Him to"bely and without blame

before him in love."You say, | am not holy. But look is not He holy, and
without blame, andin love before God? Oh yes. Well, | am in Him, that is t
point.

Then we read!'Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the pra
of the glory of his grace, whereihe hath made us accepted ithe beloved"
(vers. 5, 6)The eternal thought of God was to take up poor sinners, bring the

to Himself, turning foes into friends, and enemies into children. It does not
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that He has taken us into favour in Christ. Why® Ihot warm enough. Nor
even inJesusNo 1 it is"in the beloved."Fathom that for me, tell me how
much God loves His blessed Sontell me the depth of the love of the Father
to that blessed Son, of whom He spoke twice when He was on eafthlyas

beloved Son." That love is infinite, and He has taken us into favour "in the

beloved.” Did not | tell you that the Church was heavenly in being? She belpngs

to heaven, though she has to live on earth for a while.

Next we are told:"In whom we have redemption throgh his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his gra@er. 7).Who are the
wonderful people who are chosen in Him? Are they unfallen angels? No, t
are sinstained sinners, who have been the servants of sin, and the slaves of
devil; them God has picked up and redeemed, and they are going to be
companions of Christ in glory. God's thought regarding Him, as also of Ac
was this,"It is not good that the man should be aloneThe Church then is to
be Christ's companion inte&nal glory. Could any blessing be highet
Impossible, and nothing lower than that will content the heart that has grasp
this truth. Sometimes | am asked if | am a "High Churchman.” | always say
and quoteEphesians 1

This first chapter gives udéd purpose and counsel of God, and at the end
the chapter the apostle praysThat ye may know what is the hope of his
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, ar
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to-ward who believe,

according to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Chris
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in tk
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, an
dominion, and every ame that is named, not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come: and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of h
that filleth all in all" (vers. 1823). Christ is there seen a%head over all things

to the church,”"which defines His position in relation t@ll things,” i.e.,

absolute supremacy. In that position His Assembly is His fulness, since it i
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in allt'is He who fills all in all, but His
Body then forms the complement of the Head. It is He who fills the unive
with His glory; but, wondrous thought, He is not then alone, not isolated. 1
Head without the Body as its complement would be incompletglory. It is
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the Body that completes the Head then, and this gives usethealaspect of
the Body, and the way we, as the heavenly Eve, come into the inheritance ¢
things that pertain to Christ as the last Adam. What a comfort to our hearts
know that He would not be happy in glory without us. Then will the bless
Lord's prayer be fully answeretithe glory which thou gavest me | have giver|
them; that they may be one, even as we are one. . . . Father, | will that th
also, whom thou hast giveme, be with me where | am; that they may behold
my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before th
foundation of the world"(John 17: 22, 24)We have not yet reached the glory
but we have already tasted what is better than the glorythe love which will
bring us there.

The Church then is the complement the fulness of Christ. What would the
Head be without the Body? The organism is not complete, hence Christ n
have His Church with Him in glory. | do not doubt that what is broughherg
includes thewhole ChurchThis embraces every child of God, from the day
Pentecost right on to the Rapture of the saints. All will be therargby, and
then the Assembly will béthe fulness of him that filleth all in all."There |
repeat isthe eternal aspeatf the Body.

In Ephesians 2ve have the counsels of God carried out in power, and we ¢
how we are"quickened together with Christ, and raised up together, anc
made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jedusgts. 5, 6).

Ephesans 3develops the mystery, giving us Paul's part in the wtfkr this
cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have hear
the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me toyeard: how that
by revelation he made knwn unto me the mystery; as | wrote afore in few
words, whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in tt
mystery of Christ which in other ages was not made known unto the sons
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophetghwsy Spirit"
(vers. 15). What was the mystery? The revelation of this wonderful ne
structure that he callsChrist and the church'(Eph. 5: 32)yiz., that Jew and
Gentile should be absolutely one, united by the Holy Ghost to Christ in g
and to one amother in a ceequality of privilege, so that they should both
belong to Him, and be His Body here upon earth. You cannot find this in
Testament Scripture.
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People have an idea that the Old Testament saints formed part of Christ's B
the Church. Impasblet because there was no Body till the Head was in glo
and He was not in glory, as a Man, in Old Testament days. The very exister|
the Church as the Body of Christ depends upon the ascension of Christ on
and the coming down of the Holy GhosThis purpose of God, so long
concealed, and therefore calletthe mystery,” was "now revealed unto his

holy apostles and prophets,8f the New Testament clearly, not Old Testamet
prophets. You may search the Old Testament from end to end, and ydindill
nothing about the Church. | know that in your Bible there is a great d
interpolated about it at the tops of certain chapters of Isaiah and the prophe
but that forms no part of God's Word. It was added by translators a
commentators,i.e., put in by men who were not intelligent, and people hav
been misled by it. Those prophets of the Old Testament wrote only of Is
and the Gentiles, who will come to the front Japd-by, and come in for
blessing on earth in due time.

But we are speaking of Gh‘'s Assembly, and it was not made known befol
Paul's ministry,"that the Gentiles should be fellovheirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gosp@lér. 6). The
Gentiles are to be joinheirs, jointbody, and joiripartakers with the Jewr
the word is the same in each case. Jew and Gentile are to be welded into
only the Jew ceases to be a Jew when he is brought into the Church, anc
Gentile likewise ceases to be a Gentile. They are both on new ground, with
life, and new relationships altogether, being united to Christ and to each ot
in Him. This new structure needed a special vessel to reveal it, hence Paul
"Whereof | was made a ministeraccording to the gift of the grace of God
given unto me by theeffectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach among t
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Chrigters. 7, 8) By "the unsearchable
riches of Christ"l apprehend that he mes the mystery of Christ and the
Church, and all the wonderful blessings which accrue to those who are 1
united by the Holy Ghost to the One in glory, in whom all those riches
treasured, who is Head of His Body here upon earth.

Paul was selected by¢ Lord"to make all men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid (not i
Scripture but) in God'(ver. 9). Though you may get many a shadow, type,
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figure T which you can now apprehend as seen througbw Testament
spectaclest the truth of the mystery was never revealed in the Ol
Testament.

And now we get God's present object in the existence of the Assembly. It
its being "to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly plaes might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of Gog
(ver. 10).What is the idea presented in this wonderful mysteryzhapter 1

our blessings are in heavenly placesghiapter 2we are seated in Christ there.
In chapter 3the created intelligenes in heavenly places who never saw God {
they saw that lowly Babe in Bethlehem, and then saw the world get rid of H
see now a company of people having the life of Christ, the Holy Ghost un
them all togethert out of the most opposed conditiors nationality and the
like t and then through them the life of Jesus manifested here upon ear
They have a very interesting lessbook. It is the Church; but | am afraid the
are getting a very distorted view of divine things in these days, unless
doubtless they can, they distinguish God's work, to carry out His own cour|
from our failure of realisation of it.

How wonderful is the grace that can take up men and women, mould &
shape them, put Christ into them and bring Christ out in them, arma tmake
them the exhibitors of that blessed Man whom the world would not have.
makes Christianity a very serious thing.

Passing now t@phesians 4Paul says;| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherétv ye are called,

with all lowliness and meekness, with lorguffering, forbearing one another
in love" (Eph. 4: 1, 2)Iif we get these graces in our souls, what the Lord enjoi
on us is very easily carried out, vi&Zndeavouring to keeghe unity of the

Spiritin the bond of peace'(ver. 3).This unity of the Spirit is not similarity of
sentiment, but the oneness of the members of the Body of Christ which
Holy Ghost formed, and which we have to seek to maintain in the power of
Spirit. How contary to this would it be to allow things the Word of God doe
not warrant, the effect of which is to divide me from my fellowembers.
There is one Body, and only one, and you and |, dear fellosstian, are
members of and belong to it. Then if we would Eithful to this truth, we
must certainly disown membership of every other, though that is far from

that is included in the exhortation. Anything that is not framed and formé
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according to the pattern and doctrine of the unity of the Body, is noGofl,
and it is not glorifying the Lord, or for his own real blessing for a saint to gg
with it.

Notice now the three circles the apostle preseritBhere is one body, and one
spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your callifggr. 4).That shovg us
the circle of divine reality. That one Body and Spirit embrace every Chrisi
every child of God upon earth at this moment, even as the hope is one
which the Spirit is the source and power.

Further, there is'one Lord, one faith, one baptism{ver. 5). That is the circle
of public profession and acknowledgement of Christ as Lord. That is v
enough, and large enough. Many are baptized, but are their sins forgiver
not, they are merely in the circle of profession, and that is a sad conditite t
in.

Finally, we read that there I'®ne God and Father of all, who is above all, and

through all, and in you all"(ver. 6). Three wondrous bonds of unity are here¢
presentedt the Spirit of God, the Lordship of Christ, and the omnipresence
God the Rther. The apprehension of those mighty truths would form &
believers into one.

The care of the Head for the Body is then developed in relation to the g
which Christ bestows for the blessing and help of His.0Bnt unto every one

of us is given gree according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefor
he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gé
gifts unto men"(vers. 7, 8)After He went up on high, we are shown the way i
which the Body is nurtured and cared faflhen Christ came into the world
Satan ruled everywhere, drove his chariot through the world, and had ev
man chained to its wheels. Then Christ went into death, bore the judgmen
God, overcame Satan, annulled his power, and now that He is risentfrem
dead, it is no longer man the vassal of Satan, but Man the blessed Victor
Satan. Jesus overcame him morally in the wilderness, and absolutely in d
and now He has picked up the very people that used to be the slaves of Sj
has put gifts inb them, and sent them out to do the same blessed work He ¢
Himself, i.e., deliver men who have been under the power of Satan.
overcame Satan Himself, and now He fills these vessels with His Spirit acca
to His grace, and the sovereignty of Hisickp and deposits in them spiritual
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gifts that enable them to preach the Word, and men are delivered, and brou
to God.

"(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into th
lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the samsoathat ascended
up far above all heavens, that he might fill all thingsj§vers. 9, 10)I look up,
and | see a blessed Man at God's right hand, and He is going to fill all th
The whole scene will yet be filled with the glory of Christ, and thathg
Scripture speaks of the day of Christ. You read of the day of the 1l atukt is
when all will besubjectto Him. The day of Christ is when all will take colour a
characterfrom Christ. But before and till that day He is the source and spring
all true ministry to His Church. Hence we reddnd he gave some apostles;
and some prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teache
(ver. 11).

These are the gifts necessary for the gathering together of those who are t¢
the companions of K4 glory, since they are the members of His Body. Apost
and prophets we have already considered; the others we will just glance at.
evangelist loves souls and brings them to Christ, and it is a blessed thing t
out with the gospel. An evangelistowever, should be like a pair of compasse
T one leg fixed, and the other as long and wigaching as you like; but he is
always centripetat he brings the soul to the door of the Assembly, and sa
to his brethren, You had better see if he is genuine.

The pastor is occupied with the sheap the saints in all their need; the
teacher with the bookt the Scriptures. They are put together. They ai
usually joined in the same person. These then are the gifts that Christ gi
There are no apostles now, nprophets either, save as they exist for us i

their writings; but the others He still continues to give while His Church is i

this scene. Everything that is now needed for the growth and the upbuilding
the Body is still furnished. But they are for twhole Churcht not a Church
there is no such thought as that in Scripture. This is quite plain from the r
verse of our chapter, which says these gifts are gifenthe perfecting of the

saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of theody of Christ; till

we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Go
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Chrig
(vers. 12, 13)The saints individually are to be perfectedthis then brancles

out into the work of the ministry and the edifying tife (not a) Body, by which
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the perfecting is carried on. There is to be growth and upbuilding in

knowledge and apprehension of the Lord. And the effect is that God's child
are not"tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait t
deceive" (ver. 14),It is most deplorable to note the way saints are carrie
about with every wind of doctrine. It would notebthe case if they went to
Scripture, and to God for light, and believed that the Holy Ghost was here
lead, guide, and teach them all the truth.

The object and effect of divinely given ministry is to so act on the hearts
consciences of the saintsahthey are not carried into errotbut speaking the
truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, eve
Christ" (ver. 15).Love is ever active, and if you are in the enjoyment of Go
love, you will speak the truth in love. But blessing is derived frofithe head,
even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacte

by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the

measure of every part, maketincrease of the bodwynto the edifying of itself
in love" (ver. 16). Everybody has his or her part in God's Assembly, t
ministration of each member in its place tending to the edifying of the body
love. Perhaps you are nobody where you are, as a member of s¢

unscriptural "body." Yoget a sense of what it is to be a member of the Body

of Christ, and you will find you have your niche, your part. Perhaps you will
My part is a very small one. Never mind. Do the thing the Lord gives yo
might be only to give a cup of cold waterthat would be a very useful thing to
a thirsty soul; and the result is increase now and rewarug-by.

In Colossianghe great point is that Christs the head of the body, the church”
(Col. 1: 18)and the saints are urgently exhorted to hold the dederive from

the Head, and draw from the Head. Forgetting to do that, rationalism a
ritualism would be sure to affect ther(Col. 2).That chapter puts man out
absolutely; man is set aside af@ol. 3)love reigns, while the peace of Chris
rules in theheart "to the which ye werecalled in one bodYy (ver. 15).This is

what love effectst the love of Christ'For no man ever yet hated his own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the chui@&ph. 5:

29). Nourishing is food, and chstiing is warmtht that is what babes want.
Warm the saints with the love of Christ, and feed them with the truth of G¢
and they will grow. If "we are members of his body," | cannot get on withd
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you, dear fellowChristian, and you cannot get on withoote. We are one in
Christ. God help us to understand something of the blessed truth of |
oneness of the Body of Christ. It is indeed a UNITED CHURCH in Scriptur
will be so seen in glory shortly.

LECTURE 6 fi THE HOLY SPIRIT'S TE MPLE: THE FREE
CHURCH . John 8: 31, 32, 36; 2 Cor. 3: 5,6, 17; 1 Cor. 3: 16; 1 CelL412

If there be one thing more than another that marks Christianity, it is that wh

he
e, an

ch

is brought before us in the words of our Lord in the eighth chapter of John's

Gospel, and in the wiitgs of the Spirit of God i Corinthians 3t namely,
that the saint of God today is called to freedom, divine freedom, divine liber
and that is why | say that | believe the Assembly of God is a free Church. T
is not the smallest touch of bondagéaut it, viewed according to Scripture. I{
you are not yet in the liberty of the Spirit of God, individually and collectivel
hope you soon may be, because, according to Scripture, if you are not fre
your soul before God if you are not standing & in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us fredGal. 5: 1),you are not breathing Christian
atmosphere.

How simple are the Lord's words to the JeWand ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make youfree" (John 8: 32).First of all, the soul
individually, by the reception of the truth revealed in Christ, is set in perf¢
freedom before God. Freedom from what? Everything that would hinder yc¢
heart and soul thoroughly enjoying Gd@he servant abideth not in the house
for ever: but the Sorabideth ever"(John 8: 35)The servant is in bondage; the
Son is in liberty. There is the contrast; and who is the Son? The blessed
Himself; and what does He do? The moment He takes you into association
Himself, of course on the ground of dea#imd resurrection, you are in the
same atmosphere as He is, and therefore when He stys Son abideth ever.
If the Son therefore shall make yduee, ye shall befree indeed"(ver. 36),He

indicates the abiding liberty into which His grace brings uat te may enjoy
the rich portion He shares with us. I like to admit, honestly and openly, thi
am a Free Churchman. You say, The Free Church of Scotland? No, nor
other land; the Free Church of Gad of Scripture. | am also a thoroughly

EstablishedChurchman; and greatly rejoice further to be a member of tk
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United Church. The EstablishEmhited-Free Church is the Church of Scriptu’r-;‘
and membership of anything but that is foreign to its teaching. God's Asse

is established, unitedand free, and | should be ashamed to own that | was

member of aught else. All Christians are united to Christ and to each other,
in the liberty of sonship before God individually, and are brought by God i
the most wonderful liberty collectively, His saints| tgether, forming the

temple of God. Now see how other scriptures present it.

In Romans @he apostle says of believers in Chré@eing then made free from
sin, ye became the servants of righteousneg¢ger. 18).There is yet sin in the
believer, but te is set free from its domination. He has learned what it is
have died with Christ, and to be alive in Him, in all the freedom of resurrecti
This liberty, however, is never known till | have the sense that | am dead

Christ, and also am risen WwitHim. What is true of Christ, the believer is t
apprehendt by faith for himself, and take account of as true of himself.

oFor in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth un
God" (ver. 10)What is that? He has nothing bGod before Him. Now for the
sequence!'Likewise reckorye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, bt
alive unto God in Christ Jesugver. 11).Is not that liberty? If you do not
understand that, | hope you soon will.

Romans Ttells us of one who is mat many are todayt full of himself. He

speaks of himself forty times, and at length he sédg@swretched man that |

am." He could not be anything else, because he is full of himself. How did
get liberty? "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lo(dér. 25). "There is

therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus: for the le
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made finee from the law of sin and
death" (Rom. 8: 1, 2)There is our new place before God in Christ. Who is tf
true of? Every one who through faith in Christ and the Spirit's power can et
into it. There is no use pretending to be free if you are not. But thank God,
the portion of the feeblest believer. | have had the happy and exhilarat
sense of what its to be connected with Christ, the other side of death, for fo
and forty years. He is my life, and in Him | have sweetest liberty.

Now go toGalatians and see how this truth is presented there. | find th
apostle saying@Stand fast therefore in theliberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondag¢@al. 5:
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1). What is that? Getting under law. Nistenths of God's people today are
under law as to their standing before God, and in their soul's relation it H
hence they are in bondage. Paul urges us not to be entrapped by the yok
bondage, because law occupies me with myself, and a man that is occu
with himself is bound to be wretched, because there is nothing in him that ¢
answer to God's claimsol must learn that you artdead to law by the body
of Christ" (Rom. 7: 4),and alive unto God, before you can get liberty.
Christian is entitled to know this, hence the apostle s&gsand fasttherefore
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us fee and be not entangled again
with the yoke of bondage'(Gal. 5: 1)Libertyt freedom, is what belongs to a
Christian; not liberty for the flesh, but emancipation from it, and from all th
which kept the soul in bondage, darkness, and distance, so teahight be in
the enjoyment of God, even as Christ is.

What a trumpet note of the Spirit to our souls we next hé&or, brethren, ye
have beencalled unto liberty;only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh
but by love serve one another(Gal. 5:13). The apostle is so angry with the
legalist teachers the men that put the Christian under law, and consequent
into bondaget that he adds,'l would they were even cut off which trouble
you" (ver. 12).Paul knew that love effects what law fails tmguce, just as the
gospel takes you much further than the law. The law s&ysou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself"'The gospel teaches us ttay down our lives for the
brethren" (1 John 3: 16)For this the believer in Christ has power, by the Ho
CGhost; for the gospel gives you life, power, and an object, life in Christ, po
by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and then Christ personally as the objeci
the heart. The law did not give you any of these; the gospel gives you then
Well may Palsay, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ haf
made us free" i.e.,hold firmly the very elements of the Christian callingand
then adds"only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love ser
one another" (Gal. 5: 13).

Now look at2 Corinthians 3where Paul say$Qur sufficiency is of God; who
also hath made us able ministers of the new covenant; not of the letter, but
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life'(ver. 6).If you were

under the nev covenant in the letter, you would get into bondage agai
therefore he says, Gdthath made usable ministers of the new covenant; not
of the letter, but of the spirit." What is the new covenant? The terms @
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relationship with Himself into which God wélhter by-and-by with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah accordinglésemiah 31: 33, 34'But this shall

be the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After those day
saith the Lord, | will put my law in their inward parts, and wai it in their

hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they sh
teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, sayit
Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto th
greatest of them,saith the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and | will
remember their sin no more.srael will then be fitted for the enjoyment of
the reign of Christ; they will have the forgiveness of sins, and the Holy Ghos
in them, but their blessing doesot include the sense of sonship and unio
with Christ. We have all that they will have, and much more; but we are in

enjoyment of the blessings of the new covenant, through the ministry of|i

without being under it. We must always remember that sthel's blessing by
andby is on earth, whereas we are blessed with all spiritual blessings in
heavenlies in Christ.

We get the spirit of that covenant which is grace. Then we are tbldw the
Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord ikere is liberty" (ver.
17). That is the characteristic feature of Christianity liberty, as there was
none under the law, to behold the unveiled glory of God in the face of Ch
and the effect of it is to transform us into the same image, foe all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord" (ver. 1J
You get occupied with Christ, as He is revealed in glory. And as you
occupied with Him yo become transformed you become more and more
like the One with whom you are occupied. What occupies a person will ¢
colour to his character; and if you are occupied with Christ, in the enjoymen
what He is, and where He is, you will take your golfsom Him, and come
back into this world, either individually, or as the Assembly to be here
Christ, and to express Christ in the scene where He is not.

Now if it be true that'where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is libertyile may
well ask, Whee is the Spirit of the Lord? He dwells in His temple. Turf t¢
Corinthians 6t which is the only place in the New Testament where we ha
the term, "temple of the Holy Ghost."The apostle in writing to the saints at
Corinth about practical life and holyalk, says,What? know ye not that your
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body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of G
and ye are not your own?" (ver. 19That is the body of the individual Christia
T yours and mine. Every Christian has received the HabgiGha divine Person
has come to dwell in his body which is the blessing promised by the Lord i
the gospel."And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you anothe

Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth;

whom the wold cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knowet
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you (collectively), and shall be i
you (individually)(John 14: 16, 17).

And now this precious truth is applied practically to each individual, as F
inquires: What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghog
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye

bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your bodyl Cor. 6: 19, 20).
That blessed truth regardinthe individual should lead each believer to be ho
in the practical details of daily life, because, wherever we go, we take the H
Ghost with us. If we go into bad associations, morally or spiritually bad, we t
the Spirit with us. Do you think Heillvmanifest Christ to us under these
circumstances? No, He will be like the scarlet pimpernel that opens during
day and closes at night. He shuts up, so to speak, ceases to minister Chr
your soul, and you do not feel very happy, because you gaesed Him, and
in faithfulness to you, He grieves you. The apostle says, Do not fygetre

bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your bodyThat is the individual
side of the Spirit's temple, and now to see the collective we will go badk
Corinthians 3: 16.

Addressing the Corinthian Assembly, Paul s&msow ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in youPhe temple is the
House of God in its most sacred aspecthe Assembly. God dwells in it by the
Soirit T for "ye are the temple of God"hence the terrible sin of defiling it.
What is your thought of a temple? No man's house is a temple: God's hous
as occupied by God, and God's Spirit making Him known. We must get ho
the double thoughtt it is the templeof God,and the Spirit of Godlwells
there. It is where His presence may be known, and where His blessed §
dwells for that very purpose.

There is a remarkable verse in the Old Testament that connects itself in

mind with thist "In histemple doth every one speak of his glongt, as the
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margin translates it,Every whit of it uttereth his glory"(Ps. 29: 9)What is the

meaning of that? There is not a thing in His temple, says the Psalmist, that
not utter His glory. You say, We are that temple then we are here for that
object. There is a great truth in that | commend that verse to you. Study it

pray over it, ponder it; and you will find out that if you have learned what it|i

to be of God's temple, there is something verawg about it, as every whit of
it is to utter His glory. How could that glory be uttered unless His presence
known and enjoyed? The thought is very beautifuHe is in His temple just to
make His presence known to His people, that their hearts shautd bhack to
Him in worship, delight, and praise. Our Lord sayBsalm 22"l will declare

thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will | praise

will

be

thee" (ver. 22). There, in the Assembly, the blessed Lord, the risen Man,
declares the Féer's name, and becomes the Leader of the praises of His

people.

You will say, that iPsalm 22 but it might not have the peculiar application
have given it. Go, then, tdebrews 2 and read what is there said regarding H
singing in the AssemblyFor both he that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call the
brethren (ver. 11). Who is he that sanctifieth? Christ; arithey who are
sanctified"? T all Christ's, every one that belongs to Himthey "are all of
one" of one stock, one set, one place before God as set forth in the risen M
It is the place that Christ's brethren the Assembly have before God; hence
it says, "For which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren."

| hope you wouldnot call the Lord Jesus your Brother, not even "Eld
Brother." Thomas will teach you better, as you hear him speak on the sec
Lord's Day, when Jesus was among His disciples. He was not present th
Lord's Day, and he missed a fine meeting.dtgseat mistake to miss a meeting
with God's people. The next Lord's Day Thomas was present, and the
spoke to him. Mark his respons#y Lord and my God'(John 20: 28)There

)

m

an.

er
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Lord

is a reverence due to that exalted Being, the Lord Jesus Christ, that e mu

maintain, and that we must ever preserve in our own souls. Of His saints it g
"He is not ashamed to call them brethrert" sometimes we fear He might be,
as we think of our life and ways. He is looking at the Assembly, howeve
that which He haseadeemed by His atoning sufferings and blestabdding; He
has presented it to God, arfthe is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying
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| will declare thy name unto my brethren; in the midst of the church will | sin
praise unto thee."Wonderful, indeed,s it to hear Him sing praise. How doe
He do it? Do you not understand? Then you have missed the great poin
Christianity if you have not got this. To be, here on earth, in His Assen
where you have His presence, hear His voice, and are consciot#s ol
leadership, as He is leading the praise, is wonderfully blessedery whit of
that temple is to be vocal with God's glory, and the risen Man leads it.

You say, | thought we should get that-éayd-by, when we get to heaven. Yes
but we are also to havit down here. How are we to get it, you say? Well, th
is the question; the Spirit of God alone can lead us into it. Now look at
temple, and see how the Spirit of God works in the Assembly. The temp
connected with worship, and where can | gebrship? Only in the midst of
God's people, who form that temple. | meet a crowd today in the stre
hurrying along. | know some of them and | say, Where are you going? "Oj
church.” What for? "Dr Sand-So is going to preach.” And do you call th
worship? Oh no, that is not worship, that is ministry, quite right in its place, &
ministry is not worship. There is tremendous confusion in the minds
Christians about these matters. You may say, "What are you doing
afternoon? You are speaking on Go#Vord." True, but | am only exercisin
any little gift God has given me for the good of His people, or those not
converted if such be here but this is not a worship meeting, nor is it the
Assembly. The Assembig,function,consists only of the Ldts people, born of
His Spirit, and indwelt of His Spirit, gathered together in the Name of the L
Jesus Christ, confessing the blessed truth that there is one Body, and whe
gathered, subject to the guidance and control of His Spirit. The chieftafifjed
the Assembly when so gathered is the Lord's Suppethe showing of His
death, which leads to praise and worship of the highest kind.

What is the difference between ministry and worship? Worship goes up
God, and ministry comes down from God. If ysmme and hear me speak, anc
get a little help, thank God; but that is ministry, not worshipit comes from
God to you, though He may use a human vessel. But worship is what we rei
in John 4 "If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saitto thee,
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he Vdolave given
thee living water. . . Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: bui
whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst; by
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the water that | shall give him shall be in him a well (fountain) of water
springing upinto everlasting life"(vers. 10, 13, 14)That is what the Lord says
to the poor Samaritan woman. It is to her He also sé&ysf the hour cometh,
and now is, when the true worshjgers shall worship the Father in spirit and
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and th
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truthfvers. 23, 24).

Do you know what the Lord Jesus did and is doing? He ttrseekand to
savethat which waslost" (Luke 19: 10)He is still ranging the world to find
sinners to save them. The Fatherseeking worshippersand it is only His
children that can be such. You cannot get worship from the world, it knows k
not. Fharaoh wanted to get the Israelites to put up their altar in Egypt. No, s
Moses; and he was quite right. The world is a scene under judgment. We,
Israel, must go three days' journey into the wilderness, so to speak, before
can hold a feast untthe Lord. There must be downright separation from th
scene, and that is what Christianity is. You are brought by the death
resurrection of Christ out of this scene, into relationship with Christ, and y
find yourself in the company of the risen Matie is the Leader of the worship
of God's Assembly, and none but God's people are there.

What about the world? It is outside. What are you going to do with ther
Leave them alone while we worship; they cannot worship. Worship is

overflow of a full heart the outflow of a heart that enjoys God; but the mal
of the world does not know Him. | would leave them alone very severely sg
as worship is concerned, for they know nothing about it. But on the other ha
when not engaged in the worship of God kvitur fellowsaints, we should seek
to be in season, and out of season, carrying the blessed gospel of God to t
Then when they have believed and received the gospel and also the Holy C
to dwell within them, we should like to see them in the bosoih God's
Assembly, and will heartily saiCome in, thou blessed of the Lord; whereforg
standest thou without?" (Gen. 24: 31)But as long, my hearer, as you ar
unconverted, you are really outside, you have no place in God's Assembly
of you it is asrue as of Simon, you haveeither part nor lot in this matter.”

That is drawing a very hard and fast line, you say. | did not draw it, | did
write the Scriptures. You see how God writes, and what He says. People
such strange notions in their headbout "the Church." They must all "join the
Church"t whether converted and saved is often a question not raisednd
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they go in troops, and God's people are thus swamped and spiritually hinde
if not actually buried in Christendom's systems, whichoveedly admit
believers and unbelievers to similar privilegessuch as the Lord's Supper
True spiritual worship under those circumstances is an impossibility.

Now let us look ai Corinthians 12nd its connection witlthapters 13 and 14
You will remembr that Paul wrote to Timothy,God hath not given us the
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound min(® Tim. 1: 7).
The spirit of power is seen th Corinthians 12 the Holy Spirit; the spirit of
love is found il Corinthians 13 the spirit of Christ; and the spirit of a sounc
mind is what mark4d Corinthians 14Study these three chapters, and you wi
find it to be so. The persons who possess the gifts of the twelfth chapter m
be imbued with the spirit of the thirteenth, or thewill be of no use in the
fourteenth, where you have the Assembly in function. What do you mean
that, you ask? Well, the British Parliament exists, though it is not sitting to(
while | speak. All the members are away in the country; but presentiy\iliey
return, assemble at Westminster, and that will be Parliament in function. T
really is chapter 14, and there we learn how God's Assembly is to
conducted. Chapter 12 shows us all that the Spirit is to the Assembly. The
are manifestations ofthe energy of the Spirit committed to men, and we rea
that "there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there ar
diversities of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities
operations, but it is the same God which workesll in all" (vers. 46). This is
not exactly an exposition of the Trinity, but you have the Spirit, the Lord Je
and God, all in relation to the Assembly the Assembly here on earth
acting in and through the gifts.

"But the manifestation of the Spit is given to every man to profit withal"
(ver. 7).Whatever the Holy Ghost has given to any individual member of {
Assembly is not for himself, it is for all the rest, for the profit of everybody el
"To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdorto another the word of

knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to anothg
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; t
another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another diversddrof

tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that
one and the selfsame Spiritlividing to every man severally as he wil{fvers.

8-11). It is the sovereign will of the Holy Ghost that distributes these varig
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gifts in paver, for the good and blessing of the Assembly. Where He works,
God who works, but the Spirit is thus presented personally acting on eartk
He willsand His operations in men are gifts distributed according to His will.

That is the way God startethe Assembly down here, and the variety
presented is most interesting. Spiritual power was very diversified, and

most striking feature of this chapter is the fact that all these various and m
useful manifestations were not placed in one man, buttbg same Spirit

divided to every man severally as He willed, the complete antithesis to

usual ministry of Christendom's churches.

| pity the minister of the present moment, for he is supposed to have ev
possible gift vested in him. He must preaadaexhort, teach the believers,
convert the unbelievers, dispense the sacraments, visit the sick, bury the d
be pastor, teacher, and evangelist all in one, and finally lead the congrega
in worshipt a goodly charge indeed. Christendom demands tars] gets

plenty to take upon themselves this responsibility. In fact, generally speak
people are not happy unless they can find a man to their mind who will te
charge of the whole concern. But that is not what Scripture teaches; &
whether the plant which is not Diving really leads to true Divine worship,
whether it works out well, and leads to spiritual life and progress, the sai
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being well fed, while sinners are manifestly saved, you must judge. But | thi
is rather like King David's nesart that carried God's Ark in the wrong way. H
got into trouble over that, and was the cause of a man's death. Then D
halted, read his Bible for three months, and got a lot of light. Of that mg
anon.

Now God has given us His way for His Asserably,it is very simple; it is by
one Spirit dividing to every man severally as He will. Do you not think ther
all that God knows is necessary for His Assembly in it today? Yes, it is there
much is not in use, many gifted men are, practically spegkburied in the
systems | have alluded to, and are consequently not in the exercise of the
they have received.

The order and importance of the various gifts we may now glanc&at God
hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily pgrets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, government
diversities of tongues'(ver. 28).Gifts were to be estimated according to the
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measure in which they served to really edify the Assembly. Some were n|

ore

excellent thanothers, and should be earnestly coveted. Why are tongues put

last? The Corinthians were proud of them, and put them firghey thought if
a man could stand up and talk in a foreign language, it was wonderful. T
possessed these sigifts, and used tém like children with a new toy
showed them offt and the Assembly was being turned into a kind of Bab
because they were using these gifts quite out of place. Thegftmwere to
testify to people outside'Tongues are for a sign, not to them thdielieve,
but to them that believe not; but prophesying serveth not for them thai
believe not, but for them which believe(l Cor. 14: 22)The possessor of a
spiritual gift was a man honoured of God, for he ministered to God's peof
and this explains thexhortationt "but covet earnestly thebestgifts: and yet
show | unto you a more excellent wayl Cor. 12: 31)L wish | saw the saints,
young and old, more covetous of that which would help them to minister t
things of the Lord to the people of theid.

1 Corinthians 13pens with a statement that afireachersshould remember.

Here is God's word to u§Though | speak with the tongues of men and o
angels, and have not love, | am become as sounding brass, or a tinkl
cymbal" (ver. 1).Love is whatGod is, and if | have it not, | am not born of Ga
so as to partake of His nature. God's love is its own motive, and, in
participation in the Divine nature is the alone source of love, which will sust
us in all difficulties. Let us never forget tHave is God's nature, and we are t¢
represent Him on earth. You say, | have no gift. Possibly so, but you can
That every Christian can do, and it is more valuable than the brightest
because love is the nature of God, and seeks the blessiathefst it thinks

of everybody but itself. What is said of love @ghapter 13is really the
reproduction of the divine nature. It is the life of Jesus, and love abides
ever.

In chapter 12 we have had the gifts, andcimpter 13we have love unfolded
to us, the spirit in which they must be exercised if they are going to be usefu
chapter 14. Long ago | used to wonder wtiyapter 13 came in there. |
understand now, there is no use in any gift unless it is exercised in the spir
love T love thatseeks the profit of others. Ih Corinthians 14you have the

Assembly receiving God's instructions, as to what was to obtain in its m
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when in function, i.e., when gathered together, so that God might have what
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He desires out of His people so assemblgidst we are told td'follow after
love, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. For he that
speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no
man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteri@sit he
that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and
comfort” (vers. 1, 2, 3)Are there any prophets now? Not in the sense of those
who bring out the mind of God for the first time, who were connected with the
apostles at the fandation (Eph. 2: 20).But there are yet men who are
prophets in the sense of verse 3, whom the Spirit can use to speak after |this
manner, for edification, exhortation, and comfort men whose ministry
brings you into the presence of God, builds you us stou up, and binds you
up. Such ministry is invaluable; it is the richest gift. There are many who|are
anxious to be built up, and if you get good out of ministry, and feel you have
been built up in the truth of Christ, that is edification. Then theee |i
exhortation. | like a prophetic brother who stirs me up. He touches iny

conscience, and brings me into God's presence, as to my practical ways. His
ministry is very valuable to God's people. Then there is the comfort, the bincjing

up. There are, in God'sséembly, such prophets today, though they may not all
be exercising their gifts that is another thing.

Now observe that the thought of what wpkofit the Assembly is always before
the apostle's mind in this chapter. Edification is to be the rulinggple. "I
would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: fof
greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except e
interpret, that the church may receivedifying" (ver. 5). The keynote of God's
Assembly is whawill profit, what will help. If ministry is profitable, all right; if
not, it is not to be allowed, it is condemned by the Spirit of God. The Assembly
will soon know what profits it; and if my ministry is not profitable, the kindest
thing my brethren camlo is to tell me so. It is waste of time for any of us to go
on with that which does not profit. You might not be able to say much, bu if
God's Spirit gives you anything to say to His Assembly, say it, you have that
liberty in God's free Church, and théve words" might help greatly(see ver.
19).

But an unknown tongue could profit no one, and accordingly we read,
"Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he ma
interpret. For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, butym
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understanding is unfruitful"(vers. 13, 14)l must know what to pray about,
and pray so that others may understand mee., in a language they
understand, and audibly to boot. | said to a brother once, "l never say Ame
your prayers." He said, "Dy not? Why not?" "Because | never hear wh
you say," | replied. He was a mumbler. There should be no such in public.
point is what is profitable. If a man prays till you are fairly worn out by it, tha
not for profit. The essence of a good prayeeeting is simplicity, audibility,
and brevity. Long prayers in public are only spoken of in Scripture v

1 to
ut
The
is

ith

condemnation. Prayer in your own closet, with shut doors, may be as long as

you like, and our Lord said will be rewardsge Matt. 6: 6).

In the Asembly the Spirit should control every motidihat is it then? | will
pray with the spirit, and | will pray with the understanding also. | will sing
with the spirit, and | will sing with the understanding alsqiver. 15).God's
Assembly is marked by pmyt the expression of dependenae and singing,
which is the outlet of the heart's joy. Some people think it is not spiritual
singt | do not think they have the Spirit's mind. Paul séysyill sing with the
spirit, and | will sing with the understading also. Else when thou shalt blesg
with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned sa
Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what tho
sayest?"(ver. 16)Here is worship; blessing and giving of thanks. Whavaly
picture of the Assembly in function. It is marked by ministry that profits, a
prayer, singing, and worship. That is what God's Assembly is put together
to turn to Him in prayer, song, and worship. It is the New Testament analo
of Psalm 2991 "Every whit of it uttereth thy glory."

Worship is a most important function of God's Assembly. But what is worsl
It is not thanksgiving it is more. Thanksgiving is gratitude and blessing f
what God has given; but worship is the delight of thetiéen what He is. It is
the soul finding its delight in God its rest in the revelation of Himself, in
Christ. It is not merely gratitude for blessings conferred, for what you have ¢
though that be not forgotten, but your soul is delighting in Himsaifd that is
what God looks for. One saint expresses it for all the rest, and the Asser
says Amen. In what takes place in the Assembly God likes warmth and ferv¢
and if a brother prays to, or worships God, one likes to hear a hearty An
There wil be a worship meeting bgnd-by, in which the Assembly will take
part, and hear an Amen that will reverberate through creatitAnd every
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creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and su
as are in the sea, and all that are ithem, heard | saying, Blessing, and
honour and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, an
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four living creatures said, Ame
(Rev. 5: 13, 14)There is a deep diapason note in that Amen. Somedim
brothers pray and lead in worship, yet there is not a sound at the end. | beli
if the heart is right there will go out an Amen, a so be it. You are putting y
seal upon that which the Spirit of God elicits, and God looks for that.

But now as to mirgtry in the Assembly. We get very distinct instructions as
what is, and what is not to obtain. Paul felt the importance of only acting ir
way that ensured profit to others! thank my God, | speak with tongues more
than ye all; yetin the churchl had rather speakfive words with my
understanding, that by my voice | might teach others also, than ten thousar,
words in an unknown tongue. Brethren, be not children in understanding
howbeit in malice be ye children, but imnderstanding be men'(vers. 1820).

We ought to understand and obey the Assembly instructions which, in
wisdom and love, our God has here given us, for this chapter is very import
as you will se€'ln the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other
lips will | speak ato this people; and yet for all that they will not hear me,
saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, b
to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believ¢
not, but for them which believe'(vers.21, 22).

Signgifts were only for the beginning, but prophecy always goes on, and h
we have the final and fullest directions for the conduct of God's Assembly w
coming together."If therefore the whole churchbe come together into one
place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that arg
unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad¥lark those
wordst "the whole Assembly."Here was God's Assembly in one place. Y
may say, you cannot get that now. If | could not get Wiele | would seek to
be one of those that would act on the truth that should bind the whole, if th
were subject to God's Word. All were supposed to be there, and gatherej
this way. If all spoke with tongues the unlearned would be disgusiadt. if all
prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he
convincedof all, he is judgeddf all. And thus are the secrets of his heart made
manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report th
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God is in youpf a truth" (vers. 24, 25)Detected and exposed by the prophetic
ministry, the man's heart is reached, He worships God. He has proved that

God

had a temple at Corinth, and met God in His temple there. If we all walkedl in

the truth of this, and were so gaered today, a worldly man coming in woul¢
find such power that he would say, "There were a lot of Christians there,
God was there too."

But the Assembly at Corinth, though they thus gathered, were uninstruct
hence Paul asksHow is it then, brethen? when ye come togetheevery one
of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hat
an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifyingver. 26).They were all
too active at Corinth; but that was the way the Assembly ,nvéth freedom
and liberty forevery oneto take part. How to take panvith profit is taught
here. And now we get plain instructiondf any man speak in an unknown
tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by coursee(
separately);and let one interpret”(ver. 27).How simple "If any man speak,"
that is open enough, free enough surely. Is that the way things are conduc
in the church to which you go? You say, We do not allow that. Why not? He
God's word for His Assembly. ldeare His instructions for you and me, for thi
epistle is written to us, as much as to the Corinthians; and God sas/fifian
speak." It is to be only two or three, not more, and not all together.

"But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence the church; and let him
speak to himself, and to God(ver. 28).If what he has got to say cannot be
made understandable to others, it is of no use it is excluded."Let the

prophets speak two othree, and let the others judge'(ver. 29).Not to permit

this when the Assembly is gathered together is to quench the Spirit. That i
clear as daylight from another scripture, where the apostle s&yagnch not

the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which
good" (1 Thess. 520, 21).To despise or hinder the freedom of the prophets
to quench the Spirit. Solemn reflection. | could not, and would not, recogn
anything as the Assembly of God where this liberty of the Spirit of God to
any member of the Assembly Hgilled was not maintained inviolate; nor
should you; to do so is going clean in the teeth of God's Word. We are
supposed to swallow, but we are told to judge what every one says, and
not expect you to lightly swallow what | say, but God's injunctioricathe

liberty for two or three to speak we must each of us heed, if we are to ple:
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Him and keep a good conscience. Whoever speaks must do"tieeagracles
of God" (1 Peter 4: 11)That is his responsibility, ours is 'tprove all things,
and hold fas that which is good." We are bound to judge of what is spoke
not critically, but so as to know what is right, and not to sanction what
wrong.

And then we are told "If anything be revealed to another that sitteth by, let
the first hold his peace'(ver. 30). A prophet might be speaking, and anothe
sitting by get a revelation; if he get up, the first must hold his peace. If the S
of God in energy raises a second, the first must sit down. You say, There w
be all sorts of confusion in the Asshkiwn if this were allowed. | beg your
pardon, the confusion is when it is not allowed, for God is disobeyed. He
said,"For ye may all prophesgne by one, that all may learn, and all may be
comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to theophets. For

God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of t
saints" (vers. 31, 32, 33).

These instructions, | repeat, were not merely for Corinth but for eve
Assembly in every pladeee 1 Cor. 1: 2 hese directions are hiling upon you

and me today; and all | say is, if you are sanctioning what is in the teeth of
you are assuming a very grave responsibility in your pathway as a child of
The existing arrangements in the Churches of Christendom are distinctl
opposition to what we are told here. Supposing the apostle Paul came into
city this morning, and found himself at the service of one of these Church
could he get up to speak? You say, That could not be; it is all arrar
beforehand. Yes; and that iwhere the departure from God's Word is s¢
apparent, and the results so sad. The existing arrangements of man absol
do what Paul told the Thessalonian Assembly not to'@atench not the Spirit.

Despise not prophesyings.To despise the latter refusng themt is to

guenchthe former. The world"resists" the Holy Ghost(Acts 7: 51),the

individual may"grieve" Him (Eph. 4: 30),but the Assembly, as such, cai
"quench"Him by refusal to heed what He may say through a prophet of
own selection. Thasieasily and now universally done by jareanging all, and
putting all into the hands of one or two, who shall preside over the Assem
to the exclusion of the Spirit's free action by any member thereof that He nf
will to use for the profit of all theest. Those who sanction and accept thi
clerical position incur a fearful responsibility regarding the rights of the H
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Ghost, which the youngest saint can see are thus ruthlessly infringed
disregarded. The greatest sin of Christendom is the wayHbly Ghost has
been treated in what calls itself the Church.

You know where you are today are you walking on the lines laid down in
Corinthians 14? You say, No. Well, you will have to ponder this scripture,
one thing that should awaken your inquim the matter is the injunctiorLet
your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them
speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the la
(ver. 34).What use was it to bid women be quiet in the Assgmif all the men
might not speak? You know that in the Churches everywhere today wamen
men too are kept silent. Everything is, as | have previously said, supposed
wrapped up in the person of one man or tweverybody else is to be quiet
God sys,"Ye mayall prophesy, one by one.The only restriction was upon
the woment "Let your women keep silenceChristendom says, Ye magt
speak, save the one we have authorised to speak. And you call that the Chi
It is man's, not God's Assembly.

The apostle saw that the Corinthians then as well as many today would
not like these instructions, so then he says, "What? came the word ofo@Gbd
from you? or came it untgou only" (ver. 36).That means, Are you to teach
me? or am | to teach you? are these instructionseant only for youNot at
all, they are God's plain directions for every Assemblye whole Assembly of
God, worldwide, is boundt when come together to follow the directions
of this chapter, or they will find out bgnd-by, inthe day of the Lord, that they
have made a mistake, as to Church order, all along the line down here,
have built up that which has not God's sanction.

The gravity of these instructions is intensified deeply by the apostle's n
word: "If any man thirk himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him
acknowledge thatthe things that | write unto you are the commandments of
the Lord" (ver. 37). We all like to think ourselves spiritual. Now, fellow
Christians, you must face this, every one of yolthe commandments of the
Lord" must not be despised. You cannot treat them lightly, and if you have
treated them rightly before, | hope God will give you grace to do so from t
time forth. 1 know some will say, All that was for early days, and did theri{ by
is not practicable now. That is sheer unbelief, and audacity to boot. God
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spoken, our place is to obey, not to tell Him that we are wiser than He, JLnd

know how to arrange matters in His House better than He knew Himself.

In God's House every arragmgent must be of God, not of man. We shoul
enter the Assembly with the sense that God will order, arrange, and take ¢
of Christ's glory better than we can by any arrangement of man's sugges
Everything in the Assembly of God must be left to theascand guidance of
the Spirit of God, who dwells in the bosom of that Assembly. By making cre

b
are

ing.

eds

and confessions to begin with, and then rules and regulations as to the conguct

of the Assembly, you are trenching on the domain and liberty of the H
Ghost It is a noticeable thing that Christendom's creeds and confessions
marked by the omission of any adequate testimony to the personal presenc
the Assembly of the Spirit of God. | do not say that it is denied; but the truth
His personal presencegs dwelling in the House of God, and also in tf
individual believer, for all that relates to the order of the former, and th
comfort of the latter, is conspicuous by its absence. The kernel truth
Christianity is little in evidence.

Again the arrangeents for the secalled worship of God are made after a so
that render men independent of the Spirit of God. The Holy Ghost is left ou
though He were not here at all. A formula takes the place of the unhinde
action of the Spirit in some quarterspé the intervention of mert appointed
by mant obtains in others. In all this the Church has departed from the truf
and not listened to the words of her Lord. It is with deep sadness | say th
things, but | dare not shrink from uttering the truth iegpect of this, for the
blessing and growth in grace of God's dear children so depend on this g
matter. It is in direct ratio as we give the Holy Ghost His right place in our |
individually, and in the Assembly collectively, that we advance saiisitu

But many will say, If you do not have things arranged beforehand there wil
sure to be confusion. Leave God out, and there will be. Let Him have His p
and there will be none. | will ask you a simple question. Who orders matter
your house?You or your servants? "Of course | order my own household,’
your reply. Good. The Assembly is God's House. Can He not keep orde
better than we? Surely. Let us have faith in the real eal@ding presence of
the Spirit of God. The presence of tI&pirit is a real thing, and if only there bg¢
two or three today who are prepared to own the truth of the Body of Chr

and the habitation of God, as they gather together in the name of the L¢
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Jesus Christ, there will He be, and the efedthful Spirt will deeply bless such.
God always honours faith, and we shall do well to remember that Ga
arrangements are ever better than man's. Further, we must not forget th
these injunctions irl Corinthians 14are the Lord'sCommandmentsand long
ago He sd, "Behold, toobeyis better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is
iniquity and idolatry" (1 Sam. 15: 22, 23).

"But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant{ver. 38),is small comfort to

d's
at

all such. If any are ignorant that Paul wrote with God's authority in this matter,

it is ignorance indeed; let such be bound in their ignorance. The simple
spiritual will be delivered. Any one filled with the Spirit will own that wRatl
here gives us, is the expression of God's wisdom, and came from Him t¢
Assembly for its blessing. The conclusion of it all is this, "Wherefore, breth
covetto prophesy, andorbid not to speak with tongues” (ver. 39). We mus
not have any mamade rules in God's Assembly, to check His Spirit, or les
the activity of His Spirit; and the great sin of Christendom, | repeat, has b
the quenching of the Holy Spirit, by introducing rules and regulations as to
Assembly clean contrary to therddls commandments here given.

"Let all things be done decently and in ordeer. 40)is a very lovely word for
our hearts to heed. It is like an inscription that runs right round the inside @
building. In chapter 3 the Assembly of God is presenteceutide figure of a
temple. As | draw near, and am going up the steps, | see written over
portico, "He taketh the wise in their own craftinesq1 Cor. 3: 19)That is God
saying to uslf you come in here, you will be found ougo inside, and | sea
beautiful golden belt running all round the building, and inscribed otiLét all
things be done decently and in ordeAfid what is the Divine order? The orde

that comes inchapters 12 and 14Whether you and | are walking in the du¢

order is the qustion each must answer for himself before the Lord. He who
so walking will agree with me that God's Assembly is indeed THE FREE CH
of Scripture.
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LECTURE 7 i GIFTS, MINISTRY, AND LOCAL OFFICE. Eph. 4:
7-12; 1 Tim. 3.

We have been looking from vatie points of view at the great truth of the gift
of the Spirit, and now | want to draw your attention to the difference that the
is between thegift of the Spirit and thegifts of the Spirit. Now every Christian
has the gift of the Spirit; but it does héollow necessarily that every believe
should have what is spoken oflgphesians 4s a spiritual gift. | should like alsc
to show the way in which Scripture speaks of the exercise of these spiri
gifts, and what is the outcome thereof, and then diubriefly to the subject of

elders and deacons, i.e., local office. In spiritual gifts, on the one hand,

local office on the other, when all was in its normal order, we have t
expression of the tender love of Christ for His Assembly during His@hsen

We read inEphesians 5: 227, that "Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it (thebygoneaspect of His love in death); that he might sanctify
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word (th@resentaspect of
that love, where thegifts and the, offices of elder and deacon may come in
that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, ¢
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and without blemish.
This last is the future aspect of His love,veell as being the eternal thought of
God, who has called us, and, whether for time or eternity, made us to
accepted in the Beloved, "holy, and without blame before him in love." Tha
the place which Ephesians 1 now gives to every individual beliexele the
verses just quoted show what the Assembly collectively will be for Chris
gloryt His Bride, the partner of His everlasting joys.

In the meantime Christ has given all that love could give, as weinedthpter

5: "For no man ever yet hatellis own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the church(Eph. 5: 29).And what are nourishing and
cherishing? Nourishing is food, and cherishing is warmth of affection. You |
the truth ministered by the gifts the Lord givesthat is the nourishment, and
saints need nourishment. And then, in the beautiful way in which elders ¢
deacons come into the normal practical life of the Assembly, we have
thought of cherishing that is, everything the body can need while here upg
earth, that blessed Head in glory has given: not merely the ministry of all t
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He is to our souls to form us like Himself, but no detail of tender care for
own is wanting on His part.

There are three chapters where we have gifts brought before us. Tikeme
detailed list of them in Scripture in one place. Some are alluded Romans
12, others inl1 Corinthians 12and others here ifEphesians 4The difference, |
think, is thist the source and spring of the gifts, Romans is God; inl
Corinthians12 it is all the activity of the Holy Ghost; the gifts are traced f
their source to the Spirit on earthdividing to every man severally as he will,"
and now hergEph. 4)jt is the Lord, as the Head of the Body now in glory, wil
furnishes all that is &sential for the edification of His Body, whatever it may b
He, in His sovereign grace selects certain vessels in which He is pleas
deposit a spiritual gift. That is important. It is not a question merely of so
natural qualificationt of ability to speak; that would not necessarily be th
ministry of the Holy Ghost. A man might be a beautiful speaker, and yet th
be no profit, power, or unction in what he said, because he is not the posse
of a spiritual gift. On the other hand, a man might ihave natural eloquence,
but, if he have this gift from Christ, his ministry is acceptable, gracious, co
with unction, and is for profit. Ministry true ministryt is, then, the exercise
of a spiritual gift.

"But unto every one of us is given gracecaeding to the measure of the gift
of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led capti
captive, and gave gifts unto men{vers. 7, 8) As a man He went up. The
source, therefore, of these gifts, is the ascended Christ in gloryitamd great
thing when people see that. It is not human education, though that is not to
despised and set aside; it is not a question of the natural capacity create
the vessel, though the gift of Christ will not be without this, much. less that
college training through which men go to learn what men can teach them.
the absolute and only source of spiritual gift is an ascended Christ, the Hee
the Body. When He went up He "led captivity captive," the power of Satan
broken, and the grat present proof of it is that He takes up those who hay
been Satan's captives, makes them the depositories of these gifts, and s
them out to deliver by the truth those who are as they were once.

Christ is now the Victor, Satan is defeated, and higivas are taken up by the
Lord, who says, | shall put into them a gift, according to My sovereign pleas

and | will make them the ministers of My grace in the spot of man's defeat, ¢
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where Satan's energy was seen on every hand. This action of the Lor

described inEphesians 4, is a quotation fromPsalm 6818, "Thou hast

ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for

men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among the

T the last clause beingmitted by Paul, the point being that men were to b¢
the recipients of these spiritual gifts from the exalted Christ. Then they wereg to

exercise them, and that is true ministry. When it is seen that ministry is
exercise of a spiritual gift, which Chirtsas conferred, that makes every ong
who has received the gift responsible to the Lord, and dependent upon

he

he

Lord, for the exercise of his gift in its own particular sphere, whatever that

sphere may be.

Now when it says,And he gave some apostles; arsbme prophets; and some
evangelists; and some pastors and teachersr. 11),it does not mean He
gave to themto be apostles, orto be prophets; but the man with his gift is
given by Christ to His Body, the ChurdHe gave some apostles, and some
prophes,” who had their place, as we have seen, at the foundation, a
remain to us in their inspired writingsand some evangelists,through whom
the Church is gatheredand some pastors and teachersThe last two gifts
are bound together, for they usuallgre combined in one person, and ar¢
found together in the ministry of the Word of God, by which the Church is b
up and fed.

We have seen already what an important place the apostles and prophets h
"Ye are . . . built upon the foundation of the aptles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stondEph. 2: 20).They laid the
foundation, and when the foundation of a house is once laid, you do not n¢
to be always at it; you then go on with the building. Consequently you wo
not expect to have them, in their living ministry, in this day. They remain w
us, but only in their writings, and in the unfolding of the truth which God h
preserved for us in the holy Scriptures, and that is where our faith rests.

Then as to evangelistebserve here that it is in the upbuilding of the body thé
the evangelist comes in. It is by this gift that God's grace goes out so large
the world to save souls. and thus the Church is formedl Borinthians 12
there is no word of an evangelisthe omission of the evangelist there is easi
apprehended. The Assembly as constituted on earth is before the apostle,

of course, there the evangelist has no warkhis business is outside to gathe
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souls in. But here, where it is a question"tife perfecting of the saints," "the
work of the ministry," and "the edifying of the body of Christ,you find the
evangelist comes in. He is one who goes out with his heart full of the love
God, and full of love to men, to win them to Christ, He carriessCto- men,
and seeks to bring men to Christ. He loves souls. It is not a question, again
of being able to speak with volubility and great natural powethe gifts of
Christ are carefully distinguished from this kind of thiniylatthew 25: 15t it

is more the idea of a fisherman seeking to catch fish. It is a gift that deals
the individual soul as well as the multitude, as seedts 16, "And we sat
down, and spake unto the women{ver. 13).It was quiet intercourse, the
pressing of the clais of Christ, and the love of Christ on souls, and they wg
won.

The evangelist's place, however, is very important, because if there be
evangelists, there will be no gathered Assembly to be the object of the past
and teachers' care. There is dléttendency on the part of some to look dowr|
upon the evangelist. Regarding his work, | have heard it said, "It is only
gospel.” But that is the revelation of the heart of God; and if you can bring
revelation of the heart of God into the midst afidnight darkness, sin, and
misery, what a wonderful. privilege. When people say they have got "bey¢
the gospel," they will very soon become like dry sticks, because they have
out of the current of God's love. The first work of God in souls is the bigh

by His Word and Spirit, and this may be effected through the evangelist, \
carries God's message, and brings the soul into the light and liberty of
grace. The ultimate object, however, of this work, is that the soul may be
consciously ints place in the body of Christ. If there be no winning of sol
there can be no adding of stones to Christ's building, a consideration wi
every child of God and every local Assembly should weigh.

1 think we ought to be careful today both to build, atalsee into what we

build. Many evangelists today are what are called "fimeces," they are not at
all careful as to the present object of God for the souls who are conver
through their ministry; indeed, many do not know where to bring then
everythirg is so out of order. Still there is a Divine order, and the evangelis
labouring rightly, should work out from, and in fellowship with, the Assemb
He ought to be a downright backbone churchman, according to Gg

revelation of what the Church isnd when he has got his stones out of the
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quarry T the worldt he should know where to take them viz., to God's
Assembly. Many a man today does not know where to put them; he tips th
on the road like a cart of stones, as it were, and is not exerciseéd Heeir
being put in their right place in God's building. That is not Divine order.
Scripture all is very simple; the evangelist works and brings souls to
Assembly, where the pastors and teachers attend to them. But the evangeli
very unwisefihe introduce his own converts into the Assembly. He should
others do that. He should bring them to those who were in Christ before the
who will need to be satisfied that they really are the children of God. That k
of testing is the porter's workThey keep the door of the house. We read (
them in Solomon's days. Theiamesare given inl Chronicles 97, 18 their
numbers,four thousand, inl Chronicles 2%; their coursesin 2 Chronicles 8:
14;and theirservicein 2 Chronicles 39:5. Good poters are very valuable; they
let in those who should be in the Assembly, and keep out the others.

The only man who is called an evangelist in Scripture is Philzt$r8 he was
doing a wonderful work in Samaria. Many were converted through
preachirg and were baptized, and thus were admitted outwardly to the Hou
of God. Simon the sorcerer was one who believed and was baptized, and |
no doubt Philip thought he had caught a big fish that day. Doubtless he wi
sanguine man; and if an evangelistnot sanguine and hearty he will soon ge
damped and discouraged, because he will be sure to have much cold w
thrown on him. People who cannot do his work are adepts at telling him h
he should or should not do it. But presently Peter came dowimgiimg more
spiritual power and perception, and his judgment regarding Simon \Wasu
hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of
God" (Acts 8: 21) Peter played the part of a porter that day and kept Simc
out. Be thankful if you get souls converted, but do not attempt to pitchfo
them into the Assembly. Let the porters handle them. The value of a gj
porter is that he lets in what ought to be inside, and keeps out those w
should not be allowed to come in. Theorter's work therefore is very
important; it keeps the Assembly of God from defilement by the entrance
the unconverted and religiously unclean. Not that | mean that there is now ¢
such formal office, but that the saints should have this godly cartoahose
who are admitted among them.
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The next gifts mentioned here are the pastors and teachers. The pastor is n
occupied with the need of the soul, the difficulties that crop up in the spiritu
life of the dear sheep and lambs of Christ's flocke Phstor gets close to the
person; he is a man who moves in and out among the saints, and seeks to
them, There are very few of them in evidence today. The reason, | judge, is
they are hampered and hindered by their religious environment, ang fear

to offend those whom they think have a special charge of people's souls. 1
many a Chrisgiven pastoral gift is dwarfed and blighted in Christendorr]
systems. The pastor's gift is very quiet and unobtrusive, for preaching is not
point with sich. They love the sheep of Christ, seek their growth, their blessi
and are like a shepherd going in and out among the sheep, taking out th
thorns and briars that may have got in, and seeking to remedy anything the
wrong. It is very quiet, unobtsive work, but very blessed, and most useful.

There is a notion that a "pastor" is a man set over a "congregation." That ide
in people’'s heads, but not in Scripture. There is no such thought in God's W
as a man being pastor overa Church. Christaye pastors tahe Church, and if
a man be a pastor, or a teacher, he is such for the whole Assembly.

The teacher is occupied with the book. The evangelist is working for s
outside;the pastor deals with the sheepside;and the teacher digs, delves
and works away athe Scriptureshe finds them a perfect mine of hidden
treasure, and then he brings out and imparts by his ministry the truth which
so blessed and so refreshing for our souls to heed.

The danger today is of pitting one gift against #mew. If you say, "I like the
evangelists, but do not care so much for the teachers," you are very fool
and also will remain very ignorant, because you are shutting your ears to w
God is giving. And if you say, "I like the teachers, for | wantictsdn, but | do
not think much of the evangelists," you are equally wrong, for they are b
the gift of Christ. We must accept all that the Lord gives, and be thankful
everything.

When these gifts are seen working harmoniously together, how bledsied i
The evangelist goes out, seeks, wins, and gathers souls, and then they
brought to the Assembly. And what then? The Assembly lets them into
bosom where God dwells, where Jesus is known, where the Holy S
ministers Christ, and leads out ttearts of God's children in happy praise an
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worship. But you say, perhaps, "They are not very intelligent, these yo
converts." How intelligent were you and | when we were admitted to Go
Assembly? | was exactly seven days ldconverted one Sundaypight in

ing
l's

London, and in the bosom of a little Assembly of God's dear children a hundred
miles down in the country, and breaking bread the next Sunday morning. That

was very quick, you say. It was not too quick for me, nor for the Lord in
precious gracgo me. | was very unintelligent, but | saw that a privilege w
afforded me of taking my place with the Lord's people, to show forth His de

His
aS
ath

in the breaking of bread, and | seized my opportunity and have never regreited

it.

The affection that takes chge of the babes is a thing that ought to mark th
Assembly of God, and | fear is somewhat lacking-aalays. When a babe is

born a nurse is needed. Thregiarters of the babes in this city that die, are

badly nursed, or not well fed. There is some foltytbe part of the nurse. And
many that are born into the family of God are not well cared for. Who is to ¢
for them? They ought to find a nurse among His saints. If you are seekin
serve Christyou should take care of them and help them. If God'Btsawere
more occupied in this way, there would be less time for profitless conversati
If we were busy helping each other, nurturing the newborn, and nourish
souls generally, we should find the body growing and the saints be
perfected, and thatd the way things are presented here,Bphesians 4lt is a
body, and it grows by the mutual activity of its various members, who play i
each others' hands, so to speak, and the result is the'tthésedifying of itself
in love" (ver. 16).

| have litte doubt that the special work of the pastor and the teacher is "t
perfecting of the saints" individually; because it is of no use our knowing tr
collectively and corporately unless we are individually in a spiritual state
nearness to Christ. Thabeing lacking, there is the danger of becomin
boastful, that we have truth and light, and are on the ground of the Church
God. None can saf\We are it,"though we seek to walk in the truth of it; but, if
there be not holiness, and growth individualty the knowledge of Christ and
moral resemblance to Him, of what good is the possession of truth? None.

But a person might say to me, "We have been accustomed to understand

men who wrought after this sort, specially the pastors and teachers, had sc

kind of qualification otocusstandigiven them by man." Where is that taugh
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in Scripture? That is my question put to you. What is the answer? Nowh

ere.

You search the Scriptures of the New Testament till you find it. You will seqarch

long enough and in wa. Do | hear you say, "Then that is a deathblow to all t
systems of Christendom." | admit it, but inasmuch as neither you nor | wr
the Scriptures, we are not responsible for the result of our inquiry, though
may be all the better for the discoverBut what about those people who are
called "Ministers of Christt the clergyt who can be found on all hands
today having an official position? Many of them are, no doubt, dear children
God, and real servants of Christ; but they have allowed therasely be put
into a position that most certainly the New Testament gives no warrant f
You may search it from Matthew to Revelation, and | am persuaded you
not find one single instance of a man being set apart to preach the gospe
man, nor of a mn being set ovea Church asts minister. You will say, "But
surely there is such a thing as ordination.” Certainly, but not to preach
Word of God. Spite of that God takes care that His Word shall be preached
find in Acts 8, regarding the Assemldt Jerusalem, that when "they wegd|
scattered abroad,” they "went everywhere preaching the word" (see ve#). 1
Who ordained them?

You may reply, "What abou{cts 12" Let us look at it.

"Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certajprophets and

teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius
Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarc
and Saul. Aghey ministered to the Lordand fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Sdok the work whereunto | have called them.
And whenthey had fasted and prayed, and laitheir hands on themthey

sent them away. So they, beingent forth by the Holy Ghostleparted unto

Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprysérs. 14). Tha is a stock
passage for ordination. The various sections of Christendom today say, "T|
is our warrant for ordination." We must examine that statement in the light
the fact that Barnabas and Saul (who is also called Paul)almeddy been

preaching he Word of God for years, | do not know how many. Did tl
Assembly at Antioch set Paul and Barnabas apart for apostleship? They
both called apostles iMActs 14: 14.Perhaps you have not noticed in ]
Corinthians 12, it say$And God hath set some in ehchurch first apostles,
secondarilyprophets, thirdly teachers" (ver. 28). That was God's order, and
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could numbers two and three appoint number one? No. Paul sayzainl,
"Paul, an apostle (nobf men, neitherby man, but by Jesus Christ, and Go(
the Father, who raised him from the deadjVer. 1).Had man aught to do with
his apostleship? Not a bit. He is emphatic on the point, and tells us also hoy
started his preaching. Read in the same chaptBut when it pleased God,
who separated me from mymother's womb, and called me by his grace, tc
reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathe
immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood{vers. 15, 16)He lets us
know that his apostleship was directly from God, and that man hadamal in

it whatever. When he had been converted and turned to the Lord,
"conferred not with flesh and blood,'because a servant must be depender]
on the Lord, and the Lord alone. What, then, is the meaniniycts 13t of the
Assembly laying their hasdn the apostles?

Observe, it was the Holy Ghost that said, "Separate me Barnabas and Sa
the work whereunto | have called them." They were in a very nice state in t

Assemblyt a company of priests in the happy exercise of their priesthoqd.

They vere ministering to the Lord, not to the people. Most people's idea
ministry is what comes to us; but there theyinistered to the Lord:And the
Holy Ghost saidt the Spirit of God was in the House of God on earth, an
His voice was heard, how | do n&how" the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called thefwér. 2). The
Assembly was in full fellowship with what the Holy Ghost was going to do,
"when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on thémy sent
them away. So they, being sent forth hy"the Assembly? Na, "by the Holy
Ghost.” What to do? To make this special missionary tour amongst t
Gentiles, which was so blessed, and of wificks 13 and 14re so full. But you
say, "They went foth from Antioch."” Of course they did; and had the ful
fellowship of that Assembly in their work.

Now kindly look at the end d&cts 14."And when they had preached the word
in Perga, they went down into Attalia: and thence sailed to Antiodhom
whence hey had been recommended to the grace of God the work which
they fulfiled. And when they were come, and had gathered the churc
together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he hg
opened the door of faith unto the GentilegVers.25-27). They go out with the
full fellowship of the Assembly, and prayer, and the like, and having done t
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work they go back, and are able to tell what God had wrought. If servants of

Christ did that now, they would very likely be accused of beingmeduwith
themselves and their work; but People were very simple in those days.

| think the youngest child can see the force of the passage, and also v
profound ignorance it evinces to try and squeeze ordinatiorwhich means
the Church or its represeatives giving a license or title to men to preach th
Word of Godr out of it. Both of these men had been preaching long previo
to this tour. We read irActs 9that Paul"preached Christ in the synagogues
that he is the Son of God(ver. 20).This was BDamascus. Then latetAt

Jerusalem he spake boldly in the name of the Lor@er. 29). Then of

Barnabas we read that the Assembly at Jerusalem, having heard of God's
at Antioch,"sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Wh
when hecame, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted th¢
all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lordde here is
seen preaching to the young converts, but after a while he desired
company and help of Paul, whom he had beided at Jerusaler(see Acts 9:
26, 27).So we read'Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: ar
when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pas
that a whole yearthey assembled themselves with the church, and taugh
much people. And the disciples wefest called Christiansaat Antioch" (Acts
11: 25, 26)The reason of this last statement, | conclude, was that there wasg
much of Christ in and about the disciples that they got the name of Christian

These scriptureshatter the ordination theory as regards Barnabas and S
absolutely, and equally so as to what is before uAats 13: 24, being a

warrant for the ordination of ministers now-days. What took place was very
simple, and the intent thereof very plaithe Holy Ghost separated Barnabg
and Saul for a special service, and the Assembly identified itself with
apostles, as they laid their hands on them. The laying on of hands has se
meanings in Scripture, but chiefly that of identification with, e¥hiis

incontestably the purport of the action in this passage. There is nothing
hinder that being done today, so far as | see in God's Word. Suppose a ¢
brother has the sense that the Lord has called him to go abroad to preach
Word; the local Asembly where he has lived and laboured loves and vall
him, and prays for him in view of his new sphere of labour. | do not think tk
would be wrong if they also put their hands upon him. Only if you do this y
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must then be prepared to put your handtinyour pocket to help him, or else
your prayers are mere words, and your laying on of handsignifying your
identification with himt would be hypocritical, for you would not be really
interested in the work. That is the idea of laying on of handgalentification.
We must think whether he has anything to go out with, becalike labourer
is worthy of his hire"(Luke 10: 7).

The gifts given by Christ are for the good of the whole body, hence tt
disposition only Christ can order. The idea and pra@lm®ad today, that men
can be sent here and there, called and dismissed by Churches, has
foundation in Scriptura there is not a line of it there. That servants of Chri
should be ordained for ministry by men, and may then be put into a cleri
postion by men, is equally a figment of man's mind. This ordering of
servants, and putting them here and there, is unknown in Scripture, and re
contrary to the teaching of the Word of God. Not even an apostle would or
a servant. Barnabas went a lprjourney, found Paul, and brought him tc
Antioch. That was all right, and showed the individual interest of each in
work of the Lord. To invite a servant of God is very nice; but he is responsib
take his orders from the Lord, and not from men.

Paul is very careful in regard to that. When Paul could not go to Corii
himself, he might and did wish that Apollos would go; but he would not, a
Paul takes good care to tell us $As touching our brother Apollos, | greatly
desired him to come unto yowith the brethren: but his will was not at all to

come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient tinie"

Cor. 16: 12)Apollos had a sense, | take it, from the Lord, that the moment h
not arrived for him to go to Corinth, and therefohe did not go. Paul deemed
it advisable, but each servant was free, and could only act as guided by,
Lord, and it was not at all clear to Apollos that the Lord called him to go. F
records the circumstance to give the saints this truth, that inékercise of his

ministry the servant gets his orders from the Lord, and his supplies also.

great apostle could not direct Apollos to go here or there. | think a smaller n
than Paul would have kept that fact back. Any one who had not a big heart
mind would not have written this. We do not usually publish our failures. P
records it to maintain the sense of the individual freedom and responsibility
the servant of the Lord, to act before the Lord, and the Lord only.
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Now let us look at the otheside of the subject. Theres such a thing in

Scripture as ordination, but it does not appear in connection with the minis
of the Word, or the exercise of spiritual gifts. It is found in relation to th
which, for want of a better term, is spoken a$ "local office," i.e., elders and
deacons. In 1 Timothy 3, we get the way in which the Spirit of God presents
truth as regards local functionariesg., the qualities they must have to fit them
for ordination. There we read,This is a true sayindf a man desire the office

of a bishop, he desireth a good workVer. 1)."Bishop” is the same word as
used in Acts 20, where Paul sends for #idersof the Church to meet him.

"Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the whi
the Holy Ghost hath made yooverseers'(bishops)ver. 28).

Thus these elders were bishops, or overseers. It is from the wasbuteros,
anelder, that the formula of presbyterianism has comethe presbyter was an

try

the

h

elder. How did the elder in Scriptubecome a bishop or overseer? The fact
his being an elderly man was not enough, save, perhaps among the J
Assemblieg(see 1 Peter 5: -%). He was put in the official position of th
eldership by an apostle, or an apostolic delegate, such as Timothius, and
in that position he was certainly "ordained" as an elder. In Philippi, wh
everything was in beautiful order, the apostle says in his address to
company,'Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints
Christ &sus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deaco(Bhil. 1: 1).
Everything was in order then, and what was the office of a bishop or overs
T episkopo8 To overlook or have oversight. There were many necess
qualifications, but they were veryimple. They must be blameless, "the
husband of one wife." Polygamy was common therPaul says, he must have
but one wife. For an elder to have more dependent upon him, as might ea
have been the case with many converted from heathenism, would be
ocasion of scandal. He was to bégilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to
hospitality, apt to teach; not given to wine, no strikerIt seems strange now
that such injunctions should be necessary, but the Assembly had only b
lately formed, and thespeople were brought out from heathendom, where al
sorts of abominations went on. He was to tene that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in subjection with all gravitger. 4).If his own
house were not in order, he was not fit to rule God's house. AgairiNot a
novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the
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devil" (ver. 6).One young in the truth might get puffed up with the positio
and place.

"Moreover he must have a good report dfiem which are without;lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devi(Vver. 7).Some people say, You mus
not listen to what the world says. God bids us do so. It is a totally false pring
to assert the contrary. God's Assembly is the temple of the Holy Ghost, and
man that is going to fill an official position in it must have a good report
them that are without. The world reads us up and down as clearly as poss
and in the long run they have a very fair judgmentwhether we are honest,
straightforward Chstians, or whether there is chicanery in our history. G¢
says, Have a good report. If a man were not careful in his walk, Satan wou
able to trip him up, and the world would know of it most likely. If a man gets
position in the Church of God, Sataill more than ever seek to trip him up,
and there will be dishonour to the Lord. We must all walk warily. Further or]
the epistle we hear again of the bishoptet the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labaarthe word and
doctrine” (1 Tim. 5: 17)There were some who had a gift from Christ, as well
their office from the apostle, and they were to be especially esteemg
Eldership in a city did not make them ministers of the Word necessarily, bt
they were gifted of the Lord to "labour in word and doctrine," so much th
better. Their position as elders did not, however, qualify them for minist
either locally or abroad. But it must be borne in mind that elderggp sewas
purely a local office. Thegift from Christ was good for everywhere, hence th
order to care for them in temporal thing&-or the scripture saith, Thou shalt
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy
his reward" (chap. 5: 18).If they were devotd to the Lord's work entirely,
the), were to be taken care of. If they had given themselves to the work of
Lord in this way, moving in and out among the saints, with that lovely minig
that was of a pastoral character, they were to be looked afthis &grees with
similar instructions regarding servantd:et him that is taught in the word
communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things" (Gal. 6: 6). "If wi
have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap you
carnal things?"(1 Cor. 9: 11)

But now the important question arises: How were the elders appointed? T
to Acts 14:"And when they (the apostles) hadrdained them eldersn every
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church,and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, o
whom they believed" (ver. 23). There you have the distinct statement as t
how the elders werappointed.We have no intimation from Scripture that the
Church was competent to choose them; they might choose their deaEaes
Acts 6: 3),but as to elders, it was aapostle, or an apostolic delegate whc
alone could select them, so far as Scripture teaches, thag only ordained
them. The Assembly did not then choose the elderthat seems manifest.

We get a little further light on this subject inTimothy 5: 19: Against an elder
receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnessesl’ay hands
suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thys
pure" (ver. 22).Were they ordained by the laying on of hands? Scripture dg
not say so. imothy was instructed to be very careful whom he identifie
himself with, and the injunction, "lay hands suddenly on no man,” may,
implication, carry the thought that thus he ordained elders, but the omission
any statement to this effect is very imgant, hence you could not say they
were appointed by the laying on of hands. They were appointed by
apostles, or by Timothy, or Titus. Of the latter we redehr this cause left |
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are ntiag,
and ordain eldersin every city, as | had ordered thed%ee R.V., Titus 1: 5).
Manifestly Titus had the duty committed to him of appointing elders. It
important, however, to see this, that nowhere in Scripture is there any thoug
of appointingelders, save by apostles,or apostolic delegatesThe Apostolic
Church had not the power of so doing so far as God informs us.

May we not then appoint elders today? If you are Paul, or Timothy, or Ti
The Church did not then do it, nor has the power baémnsmitted, so far as
any teaching in Scripture reveals. It is quite true that the custom obtains tog
but without the warrant of Scripture, or the necessary authority from Go
hence, though men may do it, for reasons | will presently give, t
appointments partake rather of the nature of assumptionit not being God's
mind at all.

Let us now look again dt Timothy 3,where we read of deacons$Likewise
must the deacons be grave, not doubklengued, not given to much wine, not

greedy of filthy lucre holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience,.

And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacc
being found blameless{vers. 810). They were to be men of experience, an
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gravity; in whom the saints could have comditte. 'Even so must their wives
be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all thinggVer. 11).It is very
remarkable that the deacon's wife h&gr character indicated. There is not ¢
word about the elder's wife, except that he must have only one. dannot
commit the money of the Assembly to a man who has not a wife of t
character, because a deacon's office took him to the homes of the saints

nis
, in

dealing with cases of temporal need, and in many instances a woman's tender

touch would be much bettethan a man's, and thus a woman's ministry woul
come in in a lovely way. Further, if she were not wise, she might talk of w
came before them in dealing with the circumstances of the Lord's people,
it might be passed on to others, and slander be tésult. It is thus easy to see
why a deacon must have a wife who could be a helpmeet to him in the wor
the Lord.

"Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and thei

own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deawell purchase
to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Ch
Jesus," is the next statemerfvers. 12, 13)l think these two things, thégood
degree" and "great boldness,"are interesting, and you find each of then
beautifully illustrated in Acts first in the case of Stephen, and secondly
Philip. Turn toActs 6where we read’'And in those days, when the number of
the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians agair
the Hebrews, because theividows were neglected in the daily ministration"
(ver. 1).The Grecians were those Jews who had been born, or lived among
Greeks, and spoke their language, but still retained Jewish thoughts
worship, and now they were converted. Things in Godsefbly then were
very lovelyt they had but one purse; but these Grecians thought their widoy
were being neglected'Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples
unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of Go
and sewe tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint ov
this business'(vers. 2, 3).These the Assembly might choose. That was qu
right, because the saints had put thenoney into the Lord's treasury. It was ng
longer theirs when it was given it was the Lord's; and now some of the Lord
servants are to be chosen to deal with the disposition of the money, w
would have the confidence of the saints in doing so, dngstthey have a voice
in their appointment."And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they
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